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AIM(S)
· To broaden knowledge and understanding of literacy as a concept and in different contexts. 
· To gain in depth understanding of the range of barriers that impact on the successful acquisition of literacy skills.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
· Critically evaluate the current models of literacy
· Critically analyse concepts of literacy and literacy difficulties, e.g. theoretical, philosophical and interdisciplinary
· Critically reflect on the diverse needs of learners including socio-economic status, gender, culture, bilingualism, multilingualism and specific learning difficulties;
· Organise their knowledge and learning through use of a range of information resources, and present their work at the appropriate level.  

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· Models of literacy that include basic, functional, critical and new literacies.
· Current literacy policies and practice in Wales. 
· Theories of language and literacy development, including the work of Chomsky, Fréire, Bernstein and Labov.
· Key barriers to literacy including poverty, social deprivation, home language, cultural background and specific learning difficulties with literacy.  
· Teaching and support strategies including the use of synthetic phonics programmes and key issues of the ‘Reading Wars’ debate.
· Strategies and resources to support cross-curricular literacy learning and development.   

ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 50%
Essay (2500 words).

Critically discuss how learners with English as an Additional Language (EAL) can experience barriers to literacy and evaluate strategies to support literacy achievement for these learners.
Refer to relevant theories and policies throughout.

Assessment Component 2 – 50%
Portfolio of evidence of a case study (equivalent to 2500 words).

Present a portfolio of evidence that critically explores the impact of using a specific literacy resource and/or programme to support learning e.g. EAL, SPLD. This portfolio should include:
i. An overview of your chosen learner and literacy resource/programme.
ii. Evidence of observations in written or electronic format.
iii. Reference to an appropriate theoretical framework
iv. A reflective log of your case study.
v. An in depth critical evaluation of your method. 

