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Exercises in dating records.
Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.
Using the Handbook of Dates for students of English history, the date of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is 15th August. The eighth regnal year of Richard was 22nd June 1384 to 21st June 1385. Easter was 10th April 1384 and the 15th August followed on a Monday. Therefore the Thursday the abbot was accused would be the 18th August 1384.

Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.

According to the Handbook of British Chronology, 3rd edn., Bishop Anian I was elected 2nd May and consecrated November 1249. Whilst there are two Anians recorded, the likeliest Bishop is Anian I as he is more closely associated in time with Reiner, Abraham and Hugh. St Mary Magdalene (Maria Magdalene) Saints day is 22nd July. Therefore confirmation of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey would have been given on 23rd July 1249.
Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketone [Ketton].

The fourth regnal year of King Edward II was 8th July 1310 to 7th July 1311. Searching for John Ketton and cross-referencing the dates defined the identity of Edward II. Using Table 21 in the Handbook of Dates indicated Ash Wednesday was the Wednesday 24th February 1311; therefore the Thursday following on which day the court was held was Thursday 25th February 1311. This was also within the first episcopate year of John Ketton, who was elected Bishop of Ely on the 2nd March and consecrated on September 6th 1310.

Question d

Notification

Henry I known as the King of the English ruled for 35 years from                                                                                                   the 5th August 1100 to 1st December 1135.
His son and heir William was drowned at sea on the White Ship in November 1120, on its way back from Normandy. The shipwreck also claimed the life of a number of members of his court including Geoffrey Ridel, one of his royal justices. This tragedy resulted in Henry having to make decisions as to the legal succession of land and estates, including marriage settlements. One of these settlements was in relation to Richard Basset, a royal justice and Sheriff.
The parties invited to the notification to confirm the marriage agreement of Richard Basset to Matilda, daughter of Geoffrey Ridel (deceased) included the Earl David. In pursuit of the date of this meeting, it was necessary to search through the Handbook of British Chronology lists of Dukes, Marquesses and Earls of England and cross-reference with Scotland. It is of note that Earl David was the earl of Northampton and Huntingdon and yet to be King David I. His accession to the throne occurred on or about the 25th April 1124, so this agreement would have been before then. Richard, Earl of Chester died in the sinking of the White Ship, without issue, so the Earl of Chester would have been his cousin, Ranulf le Meschin created in 1120-21. The fact that his half brother William de Roumare was also present confirms this to be the correct Ranulf. This places the meeting after 1121. In addition, Robert Beaumont II was styled the Earl of Leicester, upon the death of his Father in 1118, though this did not give any assistance in dating the notification, it confirmed the attendance of the second Beaumont as opposed to the first. The meeting further instructed the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land to Richard Basset until Robert Ridel had reached his majority and been knighted. Robert was born after 1100 and before 1105. There is no record of him being knighted and the lands remained in the custody of Richard Basset, which is unhelpful in dating the notification. However, the notification was issued at Woodstock and according to the Handbook of British Chronology under Rulers of England page 35, Henry was absent in Normandy from 11 June 1123, until 11 September 1126. Therefore, the issue would have been between late 1120/21 and before June 1123.
The notification can be found recorded in the Basset Charters edited by W. T. Reedy, Pipe Roll Society.
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