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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Public perception of knife crime and the policing response in the United Kingdom – is the policing strategy working?  

INTRODUCTION:

Knife crime in the UK has been a prudent topic of debate in the UK during recent years. There have been multiple legislative changes and many high-profile cases involving the use of knives (GOV.UK, 2024.) This, along with the fact that knife crime and the policing response can have a significant impact on public safety, will undoubtably have an impact on the trust and confidence the public have in policing (Skarlatidou et al., 2021). Knife related crime is increasing in the UK (Mathers, 2024) specifically within urban areas (Mathers, 2024). Despite policing campaigns, public educational initiatives and policing tactics such as stop and search, the issue remains rife. 

During this dissertation I will explore the public’s perception of knife crime as a core issue in policing and the effectiveness of the current UK poling response to this. In addition to this I will examine the challenges faced by the police forces. 

I am researching this topic as a current police officer with a keen interest in policing the carrying of knives and preventing further harm associated with this. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

This dissertation has three main objectives:

Objective 1: To analyse the current policing strategies for combating knife crime, including prevention and enforcement measures.

Objective 2: To examine the perceptions of police officers and members of the general publics about these strategies.

Objective 3: to identify the key challenges faced by law enforcement in addressing knife crime.





	LITERATURE REVIEW:
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4. Dawson, P., Fisk, N., Ramshaw, N., Gilbert, E., Shiode, N. and Forrester, V., 2023. Understanding public confidence in the police within a changing crime landscape. SN Social Sciences, 3(12), p.198
	
	




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I am going to use both primary and secondary research methods. 

My primary research will be through the medium of questionnaires to both current serving police officers and general members of the public to gather an understanding of their perceptions of the policing response to knife crime.

My secondary research will be through gathering data on the current policing tactics around tackling knife crime from already conducted research and journal articles.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be sampling police officers and general members of the public. Firstly, I will be sampling police officers as these persons perspectives and opinions are at the forefront of the current policing strategy. I will also be sampling general members of the public from varying ages to gather an insight into their perception of knife crime in the UK.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I do not foresee any ethical issues arising currently.

	TIME SCALE:

For my timescale I intend to have completed my literature review by late January. I intend to have completed my research methodology and planning by early March. I intend to have analysed my results by the end of April and have completed my full submission by the end of June 2025. 
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