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A recent statistical report by the Youth Justice Board (YJB) and the Ministry of Justice (2021) indicates that youth offending has shown a steady decline over the last ten years. However, with 11,100 new youths entering the Youth Justice System at the end of 2019, there is still a need for a consistent and appropriate response to the problem of youth crime as the same document indicates reoffending statistics of 38.5% of children and young people in 2018 (YJB, 2019). This report focuses on the assessment of a young offender and his situation through the framework of the Asset Plus model (YJB, 2014).  The YJB developed the Asset Plus model to provide a holistic assessment and intervention plan for young offenders whilst maintaining a record of the young person or child throughout their time in the youth justice system (HM Government, 2014). 
According to Baker (2014) Asset Plus aims to deliver a consistent and up to date assessment and planning intervention framework for Youth Offending Teams (YOTs), also acting as a safeguard for practitioners working directly with young people, as well as their managers, helping to give a clear and conscious overview. This paper will firstly (Section 1) give information on a young offender, secondly (Section 2), using the Asset Plus model, will report on associated factors assessed within the framework known to influence youth reoffending, and will assess information gathered to inform and plan for appropriate interventions. Thirdly (Section 3), this report will look at the role of an advocate during this process and examine how they can ensure that youth offenders are correctly represented and have all support necessary to engage in the process and facilitate change. 










Section 1: Core Record
Asset Plus stage: In Progress
Date of Hearing: 20th June 2021
Young Person’s details:
Surname: Jones
First name/s: Conner
Gender: Male
D.O.B.  4/6/2006
Age: 15 years 10 months
Age at time of sentence: 16
PNC Number: YC345916R
Address:  21, Colbourne Avenue, Moulsecoomb, Brighton. BN2 4GE. 
Telephone Numbers: 	Mobile – 07329456342
Parents – 07638564300
Ethnic classification: British
Nationality: English
Preferred Language: English
Religion: None
Immigration Status: N/A
Interpreter Required: N/A
Offence(s): 
Episode: Possession of Class A drug (heroin, cocaine, ecstasy, LSD)         3
Other criminal damage under £2000				                       2
Possession of an offensive weapon				                       3
Assault police officer						                       3
Other unspecified public order offences				           2
Anti-Social Behaviour incident(s)
Incident(s): 	20/10/2018 - Historic - Behaviour order and banned from town centre for antisocial behaviour.
28/1/2021 - Current - Warning for possession of Class C substance from police and 		knowledge of associating with criminal groups. Referral to Social Services.
Outstanding Charges N/A
Offending History N/A
Previous disposals and interventions. 
Intervention: Social Services involvement after flag raised from 28/1/2021 incident.
Offending History
Age at first official sanction: 13
Age at first conviction: N/A
Anti-Social Behaviour History
Incident(s): 	20/10/2018 - Historic - Behaviour order and banned from town centre for antisocial behaviour.
28/1/2021 - Current - Warning for possession of Class C substance from police and 		Criminal Behaviour Order (CBO). Flag raised for knowledge of associating with criminals. Referral to Social Services
Civil measures and other informal outcomes
(CBO) Antisocial behaviour notice 20/10/2018.
Official warning for possession of Class C drug 28/1/2021.
(CBO) Antisocial behaviour notice 28/1/2021.
Alerts and Flags
Previous safeguarding or public protection incidents and details: Flag raised by police concerning involvement with known criminals/gangs.  A variety of people noted to be involved in gang activity and drug border offences. Referral to Social Services.
Contact with Services. 
Relevant Previous Assessments: Social Services assessment after police referral – 29/2/2021.
Other services or professionals involved: Social Services. 
Personal Circumstances
Living Arrangements: 
Young person’s current accommodation: Currently living with parents. 
Concerns about the young person's current accommodation situation:  Parents are currently considering whether they can keep providing accommodation, given Connor’s continual criminal behaviour.
Learning, Education, Training and Employment (ETE) (Community provision):
Type of ETE Provision: Secondary School 
Total Hours engaged in ETE per week: 30hrs.
Attendance/participation issues: Reports of truancy and suspensions due to misconduct.
Caring Responsibilities: N/A
Care History: N/A
Intervention Summary: N/A
Stage Details
Claire Thomson
Youth Offending Advocate
Start Date: 15/4/2021
End Date: In Progress.

Section 2: Information Gathering
Personal Factors
Although Conner acknowledges his patterns of behaviour need to change, he blames his criminal activity on his poor mental health and well-being. Therefore, it should be recommended that Conner seeks support with this, such as a referral from the GP to Children’s and Adolescents Mental Health Service (CAMHS), which is an NHS service. If you are getting help from social services, a youth offending team, or a school-based agency, they might be able to refer you. Following your referral, you will be placed on a waiting list for an initial visit. Conner could also access support from Mind at https://www.mindcharity.co.uk/advice-information/, for advice on Well-Being or Mindfulness.
Conner is aware that his association with groups of older individuals is having a negative impact on his ability to resist criminal activity. Boys who are disaffected from school have a higher risk of serious or persistent offending, even more so if they are engaged in substance misuse (Flood-Page, et al., 2000). Which is the case for Conner who has been taking drugs for the past two years, a referral to DASH at http://www.familyinfobrighton.org.uk/kb5/brighton, could be made to address this issue, also if they are not being supervised by a parent and are mixing with others that are in engaged in criminal behaviours, they are more likely to follow that path (As cited by ACS Distance Education, n.d.). Adolescents use drugs for a variety of reasons, that they want to escape school or home constraints, reduce social anxiety, blend in, or cope with trauma (Kris, 2021). Therefore, these maybe the causes of Conner’s drug use.
Conner does not attend school, and is at risk of becoming Not in Education, Training or Employment (NEET). This may also contribute to him continuing to be engaged in criminal activity. The school could also refer him to the school youth worker, also if he is working with the youth offending team, he should be getting support from them. This will also impact on his current learning and possible access to further education. Conner does not understand the importance of structure in his day-to-day life and is not motivated to learn. He lacks any ambitions for possible future careers. Conner is not prepared to acknowledge that his behaviour and actions need to be addressed. His argument is that this is a temporary stage in his life that he will grow out of. However, according to Kris (2021) the teenage brain is more vulnerable to the harmful effects of drugs and alcohol than the adult brain during two main growth spurts: from infancy to age three and again in adolescence. Therefore, it is a possibility that Conner is likely to grow out of this, however, because of his lack of ambition and the negative relationship he has with his family, which are factors that need to be addressed for Conner to achieve positive outcomes for him. 
Although Conner’s family have consistently encouraged him to go to school and would like him to stop associating with older people who are involved in criminal activity and drug taking, he enjoys associating with these individuals and sees them as friends. According to Steinberg and Monahan (2007) during adolescence friends often have more influence than at any other time, and maybe this is why Conner is not listening to his family’s advice. Unfortunately, when Conner is under the influence of drugs, he becomes aggressive and likes to intimidate people, posing a risk to himself and to the community. Conner shows no interest in any pastimes or other leisure activities and chooses only to drink or take drugs. Help with alcohol or drug misuse can be found at https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/adult-social-care/stay-healthy-and-well/help-alcohol-or-drug-misuse  01273 29 39 66.
From the above, it is clear there are several areas of concern that need to be addressed to improve Conner’s mental and physical well-being. It is crucial that his attitude towards learning and regular attendance at school need to be focussed on, particularly to improve his life chances and to break his attachment to unhealthy relationships with older individuals. An assessment is needed to explore his current mental health issues and he needs to build consistent relationships with any professionals involved with his life, such as his social worker, if he has one, in order that he has positive role models. He needs to attend a drugs awareness course that would help with harm reduction. Finally, to address his poor relationships with his family members, there needs to be an intervention that offers counselling for the family, so he can see it is a problem they are all prepared to find a solution for.
Family Factors
Conner’s behaviour and choices have caused tension and arguments at home Conner needs to build a healthy and positive relationship with family members. Family counselling would offer them all an opportunity to explore the dynamics between them. This would help them have a better understanding of Conner’s difficulties and how they can work together to change this. They could contact the Family Information Service (FIS)  https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/children-and-education/childcare-and-family-support/family-information-service-fis on 01273290400. Conner currently feels excluded from his family and group counselling sessions would help the family deal with this. The family never spend quality time together and Conner says he prefers it that way. However, this is no doubt a defence mechanism on his part. Family members appear to be willing to be involved in counselling sessions, as they are eager to encourage him to rebuild friendships with his peers at school. 
One to one counselling with Conner, that looks at the positives in his life rather than the negatives, would improve his self-identity and give him the tools to explore his anti-social behaviour and how it affects his relationships with those closest to him.  Conner is currently unwilling to look at why and how he should change his current behaviour or have help from organisations. It is therefore important that he can establish a relationship with a key worker from any of the multi-agencies involved that is consistent. This will help him build trust in the system and begin to see how it will help his mental and physical wellbeing.
Social Factors 
Connor is at risk of being groomed as he appears to be easily influenced by older men who are already engaged in criminal activity. According to the Children’s Society (2018) grooming is the process in which a perpetrator prepares a child or young person for abuse, although it is not clear that this is the case with Conner, either way he is still at risk of exploitation as he is a vulnerable young person. Conner could also be at risk of becoming involved with county lines. The National Crime Agency (n.d.) explains that county lines exploit those that are most vulnerable, especially children or young people who may have mental health or addiction problems like Conner. Therefore, this makes him even more vulnerable. Support can be provided through Catch 22 at https://www.catch-22.org.uk/contact/, St Giles at https://www.stgilestrust.org.uk/, or alternatively Conner could contact Childline himself on 0800 1111. 
Conners behaviour has affected how his family are regarded in the community. It has had a negative impact on his mother’s high-profile job in the local bank and his sisters are fearful of socialising locally because of his reputation. Education welfare have also been involved due to Conner’s poor attendance at school. However, he is still adamant that his behaviour is just what adolescents are like and he will grow out of it. His family are concerned about Conner’s mental health and feels that he can be easily led. His parents strongly feel that Conner needs help for his mental health.



Section 3: Role of the Advocate
The report outlines all aspects of Conner’s life so that all services involved with him have a better understanding of how to best support him and to provide the correct level of support and intervention. In the case of supporting Conner, an advocate’s role could be to ensure he has he has a good understanding of what his rights are and to obtain the services that he needs to make sure his voice is heard and to enable him to feel he has agency in his life (Advocacy Charter, 2018). This will empower him to become more independent and move away from his current destructive lifestyle. Youth Advocates engage directly with children and adolescents to ensure that their wishes and feelings are acknowledged by the professionals working with them, according to the Just for Kids Law (2019). According to Barnardos (2019), it is critical for the young person and the advocate to listen and work with each other, even more so if they are participating in, because they may not comprehend the process and become nervous, frustrated or afraid, about their future.
According to current knowledge of young people's brain and behavioural development, they are more inclined to value immediate gratification over long-term implications (Konrad et al., 2013). As a result, it is unclear whether they comprehend the repercussions of their actions. Furthermore, they claim that if a child has had problems earlier in life, they are more prone to engage in risky behaviours, which can lead to criminal activity (Vaswani, 2018; at Bellis et al., 2018). It might also be argued that the section of the brain that makes decisions does not fully develop until a person reaches their twenties (Tierney and Nelson, 2009). The prefrontal cortex, which is responsible for planning, decision-making, and risk inhibition, is one of the last sections of the brain to fully develop, according to research (Tierney and Nelson, 2009). According to Newbury (2008), young people may not be totally responsible for their acts; yet this may be one of the reasons that Referral Orders were established to force parents to accept responsibility for their children's criminal behaviour. In their report, Scott and Steinburg (2008) emphasise that decision-making for young offenders is more sophisticated, and that processing information may not be as efficient as it is for adults. Advocates in youth proceedings face many challenges, according to Wigzell et al. (2015), because the process is essentially adversarial. An advocate for a child or young person must act in accordance with the child's instructions or with the goal of protecting the child's welfare and preventing future offending.
As an advocate it is important to build a trusting relationship which will take time as this can lead to increased participation from the client. Continuity, familiarity, and consistency are crucial to this (Townsley et al., 2009; Palmer et al., 2012), and in the case with Conner it is important to get to know his thoughts and wishes and his understanding on why he has been allocated an advocate, this gives the advocate ways to explain what their role and responsibilities are and how an advocate can support Conner. This would also give opportunity for Conner to speak regarding his wishes and for the advocate to explain his rights towards that. The first meeting helps the advocate to gain as much information about Conner’s attitude and to what is going on in his life. This can then be used to understand how Conner is feeling and what an advocate can do to help him. This initial conversation should make Conner feel more in control of being heard and a part of what happens next. According to Stewart and MacIntyre (2013) a trusting relationship built up over time promotes increased participation. This has specific implications for short-term work, focusing on a single event that will require trust to be built up quickly. Professionals need help to understand the role of independent advocacy and to realize that they are supported so that they do not feel threatened or vulnerable (Patient and Client Council, 2012). The advocate must have full confidentiality when gathering information from their client. This will create an open space for the client to feel they are safe to open up about their background and start to gain confidence with their Advocate.
Advocacy providers should be informed of their obligations and responsibilities under applicable human rights and equality law, such as the Equality Act 2010, the Human Rights Act 1998 (Qualityadvocacy,2014). Advocacy providers should be informed of their obligations and responsibilities under applicable human rights and equality law, such as the Equality Act (2010), the Human Rights Act (1998) (Qualityadvocacy, 2014). Advocacy services in youth offending play a key role in ensuring that the child or young person is protected from abuse or bad practise (WG, 2003). As a result, appropriate representation is critical at all phases of the youth justice system (van Poortvliet et al., 2010). It is also critical that a child's rights, as outlined in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 12: the right to be heard and taken seriously, are respected so that a child or young person can make positive changes in their lives (UNCRC, Article 12, 1989). An independent child advocate can provide counsel and direction to a child or young person; these advocates are typically engaged by organisations like Mencap and Barnardo's or financed by the local government.
Children who are involved in criminal activity do not lose their right to be considered as children (Case and Hazel, 2020). According to Penal Reform International (2013), youth justice should be guided by the essential values of working in the best interests of the child, protecting the child's well-being and development, the right of children to be heard, and non-discriminatory practises. The child's best interests should be a primary consideration in any action where children are directly or indirectly involved in the justice system, and the protection of child wellbeing should also include implementing action to ensure healthy development, and guidelines protecting the right to be heard ensure that children are able to express their views and opinions and can actively participate in the justice system (Penal Reform International, 2013).
The Youth Justice Board (YJB, 2019) published standards for agencies that assist with young offenders that acknowledge these principles but do not go into depth about how agencies can guarantee they are followed. These standards are based on the notion of putting the child first, putting the child's best interests first, building on strengths and talents, and encouraging active engagement. According to the YJB (2019) these criteria should promote pro-social identity and deter crime through productive activities that allow children to reach their full potential and plan for the future, while at the same time minimising engagement with the criminal justice system (Youth Justice Board, 2019).
The Youth Justice Implementation Plan was produced in 2019 by the Welsh Government and the Ministry of Justice. Preventing children from entering the criminal justice system, minimising their engagement with it, and maximising options for diversion is vital in enabling them to live crime-free lives, according to the report (Welsh Government, 2019). It might be claimed that early intervention is critical in preventing minors from embarking on a criminal career; however, it is equally crucial to note that the youth justice system's legislative goal is to prevent juveniles from offending (Waddell and Molloy, 2015).
Both the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) and the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 stipulate those local services must be provided to prevent children from offending and to promote their future welfare. With so much money invested, crime prevention or reoffending is a major concern. Child-first policies should guarantee that children are given every chance to interact with the system, with the goal of encouraging young offenders to make positive changes and work toward reaching their full potential (Youth Justice Board, 2019). It is critical, according to Davies (2014), to strike a balance to ensure that a young person receives justice. The advocate must endeavour to protect the young person, it is critical that the advocate is aware of their needs, which can be complex and difficult (Davies, 2014). 
An advocate can also assist them in obtaining legal assistance and other specialised services they may require. According to McInnes (2007) a multi-agency approach entails cooperating to achieve common goals and objectives. When practitioners from multiple agencies collaborate on a project, they share goals, information, tasks, and responsibilities. Multi-agency collaboration is required for cooperative planning and delivery of coordinated services (Cheminais, 2009). When many agencies work together on a project, they share goals, information, tasks, and responsibilities. Cooperative planning and delivery of integrated services necessitate multi-agency coordination (Cheminais, 2009).
In conclusion Asset Plus is an important tool for creating a client needs report because it provides a framework for structuring the report. Using the Asset Plus model will ensure that vital information is acquired from the client to so that they get the support they need (The Advocacy Charter, 2018). No information about the client is missed when the Advocacy Charter is used in conjunction with the Asset plus, and most importantly, the client is listened to. The Advocacy Charter reminds the Advocate that this is a person as well as a minor offender, and that they should be supported as they move on in life. The Asset Plus ensures that the client's actions can be implemented. They will be able to move forward in their lives in an open and honest manner. This will also reveal any assistance that the client may require, allowing the Advocate to get expert assistance and support for the client. This report was written with the client in mind, ensuring that the client is always at the centre of the report and that the client receives the appropriate support at the appropriate time to avoid reoffending. Advocacy and advocates should work at a governmental, community, and personal level to ensure the rights of young people are upheld and that reform of the youth justice system works with and is designed with young people as a central focus to ensure the future of youth justice addresses the needs of young people in society (Taylor, 2016). 
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