Strata Florida landscape characterisation – Abbey Consols Metal Mine
[image: ]Figure 1, Map of Strata Florida Abbey, Strata Florida Trust, 2025

The Abbey Consols Metal Mine sits along the Afon Teifi Valley, it is near the village of Pontrhydfendigaid in Ceredigion. The mines consist of a large hillside frequently grazed by sheep, the hill is bumpy from materials displaced by spoil heaps and mining activity creating an uneven surface. There are many spoil heaps along the hill, most containing slate, quartz and other various kinds of rock. Most of the hill was bare of trees, but the paths at the bottom and the top behind the fence were lined with trees. There were also a lot of animal bones partially identified by fellow students as sheep bones. Sheep were seen along different sections of the hill, both including in fenced off areas and also free roaming, some more curious sheep even got really close (within a few meters) to some students. The large amount of sheep also explain the well grazed grass and bushes of the hill. A rabbit carcass was also found near one of the fenced boundary lines along the right side facing up of the hill. Many of the plants on the hill were prickly and didn’t require much water to grow, however there were also a few flowers growing near the bottom and top.
[image: ]The underlying geology of the area is mainly made up of mudstone and sandstone, said by Stephen Cole to be from glacial deposits during the Silurian period. The lands also show mining activity with water wheel pits, leats and mining shafts. It is said to be likely that more signs of mining may still be underground. Cole mentions that the mining activity was most likely mainly 19th century though it was also carried out earlier on, with proof in other parts of Ceredigion showing mining activity in the bronze age. There is also a nearby Iron Age hillfort visible from the hill of the Abbey Consols Metal mine. The Abbey Consols Metal Mine was known to produce mainly lead and zinc. Strata Florida Abbey owned a lot of land and mines back in the medieval times and the Abbey Consols Metal Mine would have been a large area of funding for the Cistercians and also influenced patterns of settlements and aided in the development of the village of Pontrhydfendigaid.(Cole, 2019)Figure 2, Map of Strata Florida from watching brief, Stephen Cole, 2018

Archaeologists see landscapes as a type of material culture. This means that the landscapes are understood as having been worked upon by humans over a long period of time (Turner, 2007). Similarly, other artifacts of material culture such as pottery are formed, shaped and decorated, and have technologies applied to them. We can use details of the landscape itself to work back to older times. The landscape around us bears witness to events we will never see with our own eyes, it is in itself a record of lives that came before us, conserving both culture and conflict. 
A number of mining features and structures are still visible on the hillside pointing to various forms of mining, some of these features include; [image: ]Figure 3, Adit opening, Abbey Consols Metal Mine, I Lewis, 2025


Figure 3 shows an abandoned adit found in the mountains of the Abbey Consols Metal mine, the opening of this adit without proper measurements seemed to be around the size of a person laying down, possibly a little thinner. The construction of this adit seemed to follow a similar structure to that of a common archway construction.
[image: ]Figure 4, Front facing mine cart storage shed, Abbey Consols Metal Mine, I Lewis 2025


Figure 4 is a front facing image of the mine cart storage area, as prior mentioned the arched entrance is somewhat similar to the build of the adit in figure (insert previous number) There is a single window on the inner left side and the ceiling is lined with wood which supports the top floor of which I was unable to see.

[image: ]Figure 5, Spoil heap, Abbey Consols Metal Mine, I Lewis, 2025


Figure 5 shows one of the many spoil heaps piled along the mountain side, this spoil heap had an unrooted tree placed at the top of it. The spoil heap was mostly made up of slate and rock with dirt and sticks piled in. This shows difference from a spoil heap further up the hill which had more quartz present in amongst the rocks. 



[image: ]Figure 6 shows some of the unnatural levelling of the Abbey Consols Metal Mine hill. These uneven surfaces are likely caused by old mining activity, left long enough for grass to mostly cover the unearthed materials. Some of these dips are also filled with spoil heaps, potentially another reason the holes were dug.Figure 6, Unnatural elevation of land, Abbey Consols Metal Mine, I Lewis, 2025



[image: ]Figure 7, Back of mine cart storage building, Abbey Consols Metal Mine, I Lewis, 2025


 Figure 7 is another image of the mine cart storage area, this picture was taken at a right angle from behind the building. As seen in figure 7 there are broken stone walls that seem to be missing a roof judging from the triangular formation of the stones. It is not clear what this area was used for, however it could have been another area for storing mining tools or farming tools since there were water wells nearby.

[image: ]Figure 8, Possible water wheel pit, Abbey Consols Metal Mine, I Lewis, 2025


Figure 8 shows a rectangular stone feature dug into the ground. This feature may have been a medieval water wheel pit, though it is not fully clear as it is partially in disrepair and seems to have been filled in.
[image: ]The stones of this area also seemed to expand around the corner, similar to other water wheel pits used in mining, it shows similarities to the water wheel pit shown in figure 9.Figure 9, Water wheel pit, New Jersey, The Historical Marker Database, Bill Coughlin, 2019

Figure 9 is an example of an old water wheel pit found in West Milford, New Jersey. This water wheel pit is dated to 1873 which lines up with our 19th century mining activity in the Abbey Consols Metal Mine. (“Water Wheel Pit Historical Marker,” n.d.)
For the Cistercians, the Abbey Consols Metal Mine would have been very significant and held a lot of value to them as it was a large source of income as well as resources for building homes, structures and bridges, and manufacturing various items, it would also have provided connection with others, in attracting traders and merchants for example. In the current time the mines still hold a lot of significance and value, however this is for wildly different reasons. While the mine itself is no longer operational many still visit it for heritage exploration and education or even just a day out. The Abbey Consols Metal Mine provides valuable education opportunities for students like myself, historians and archaeologists to name a few. Sites like these allow us to get a physical glimpse into that old world and how it functioned. Heritage sites have a tendency to be recognised as significant, though the Abbey Consols Metal Mine of Strata Florida has not yet reached the level of recognition that other heritage sites have. This may be for a few reasons, one being the difficulty in accessing the location and that it is a historical industrial landscape. Since Strata Florida is located in the countryside of Wales it can be a bit of a struggle to traverse to. Another issue is the general lack of informative material. Strata Florida holds a lot of education for certain types of people (afore mentioned students, historians and archaeologists), however from the general public perspective there is not much to learn if you are inexperienced with the material and meaning. 
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