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The Delian League was a formation of Greek Poleis that allied together for different beneficial reasons. The Delian League was formed in order to remove the Persian influence from Greece and, according to Thucydides "their professed object being to retaliate for their sufferings by ravaging the king's country”.[footnoteRef:1] The League eventually became less of a coalition and lead to Athens pushing and forcing subjugation onto members that wanted to leave, the Athenians made many movements to increase their power without using force, such as moving the treasury to within their walls further cementing the power Athens held over the league. I will be focusing mainly on Thucydides’ History of the Peloponnesian War, as he coined the term the Pentecontaetia to describe Athens’ rise to its height of power. I will also be referencing P.J Rhodes’ commentary on Thucydides’ Histories the insight from that will help determine whether the Athenian Empire was a separate organization from the League itself along with helping understand the role Thucydides plays in portraying both. [1:  Thucydides ‘The Peloponnesian War’ 1.96.1] 

The Delian League was formed in 480/479 B.C whilst the Greek navy was expelling the Persian forces out of the areas of influence under the Hellenes. Pausanias, leader of the Spartan and Peloponnese fleets began to return home after he was gaining a poor reputation for his misdeeds whilst on campaign.[footnoteRef:2] After this the combined forces of the Peloponnesian states retreated soon after. Athens was then voted to command the forces thanks to the allies hate for Pausanias and his desire to be rid of the Median war. [footnoteRef:3] According to Plutarch, Aristides was requested to inspect all the states worth and put a fair tax on them for their contribution to the campaign[footnoteRef:4], this lead to the opening of the office “Treasurers for Hellas” who collected the tax and tribute required from each state which was a fixed rate of four hundred and sixty talents. The treasury of these funds was located at the island of Delos, the congresses were also held here[footnoteRef:5], this is clearly the beginning of a coalition that is headed by Athens but not necessarily dominated or forcibly controlled. Thucydides’ writings on this time are to be highly trusted as he was an Athenian himself, who would also understand Athenian politics and military as he was a Strategoi in 424/3[footnoteRef:6] during the Peloponnesian war, perhaps having a less than favourable view on the Spartans. Thucydides specifically claims that his history is intended to be useful[footnoteRef:7] (rather than entertaining necessarily). Both Plutarch and Thucydides’ account of the Athenians leading this coalition suggest that their leadership was wanted and even requested by members of the remaining forces, with Plutarch stating Aristides (leader of the Athenians) was urged to take control.[footnoteRef:8] [2:  Thucydides ‘The Peloponnesian War’ 1.95]  [3:  Thucydides ‘The Peloponnesian War’ 1.95.7]  [4:  Plutarch, Aristides 24]  [5:  Thucydides ‘The Peloponnesian War’ 1.96.2]  [6:  P.J Rhodes (1988)- Chapter 1 ‘Thucydides and His History’]  [7:  P.J Rhodes (1988)-Chapter 1 ‘Thucydides and His History’ ]  [8:  Plutarch. Aristides .23.6] 

If what Thucydides says is true then the name of ‘League’ is fair and just as Athens was given some authority rather than them seizing it, the League was initially a collection of independent states that allied and acted and stayed within the rules of a common congress[footnoteRef:9] a strong alliance and equal perhaps in strength to an already established Peloponnesian League lead by the Spartans. [9:  Thucydides ‘The Peloponnesian War’ 1.97.1] 

The first acts taken by the league show how Athens was immediately in control and were not curbed by any other Polis. With the campaign now under the command of the Athenians hey began to besiege Eion a settlement belonging to the Persians and enslaved the inhabitants, then moving on to Scyros an Island inhabited by Dolopians[footnoteRef:10], this is interesting as the league is clearly not just attacking and conquering Persian settlements as it was created too. The people of Scyros weren’t the only non-Persian targets attacked by the league under the command of Athens. The League can already be considered an Empire as the members became vassals of Athens in all but name, for example when Naxos attempted to leave the Delian League a war followed and their defeat caused Naxos to rejoin.[footnoteRef:11] Thucydides himself states that Athens were not popular rulers they once were, who would defeat any that tried to leave the league[footnoteRef:12]  with ease. Although Thucydides states the members would have more success leaving if they did not weaken themselves so much economically by paying the tributes, the point still remains they were forced to stay in a coalition that they wanted no part in and that was just fuelling the Athenian state[footnoteRef:13]. Athens was becoming a sovereign state and the other Poleis were becoming unwilling clients.  [10:  Thucydides ‘The Peloponnesian War’ 1.98
]  [11:  IBID.]  [12:  Thucydides ‘The Peloponnesian War’ 1.99]  [13:  IBID.] 

Defeated towns now not only had to remain in a league lead by a Polis they clearly disliked but also had to convert to their political regime e.g Democracy if they were not already, navies of defeated towns also had to be disbanded to ensure revolts would not happen again.[footnoteRef:14] The idea of forcing your own political regime upon an unwilling society is a very modern idea and a powerful way of maintaining control and obtaining subjugated states rather than equal allies. [14:  Lendering(2017) ‘Delian League’] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Persian fleet was destroyed at the battle of Eurymedon River meaning the initial purpose for the league was served, however Athens was still involved in conflict after a disagreement with the Thasians and settled a colony at Nine Ways.[footnoteRef:15] Nine Ways was an extremely strong Strategic position territory wise. Athens began to get involved with other conflicts under the guise of expelling Persian influence, for example the conquest of Egypt by Inaros[footnoteRef:16] , although Inaros is fighting against the Persian rule, he isn’t repelling them from his land as Inaros himself is a Libyan king, making Athens’ involvement questionable considering Persia had control of Egypt before the quarrels between the two ever began. In 472 BC Aeschylus wrote ‘The Persae’ describing the defeat of the Persians, Persia was no longer a threat to Greece as it turned its attention elsewhere to more profitable and likely campaigns, the fact the league stayed intact shows Persia was not the intended target, at least not by 472 BC[footnoteRef:17]. The failed expedition in Egypt gave Athens a suitable excuse to move the treasury, the treasury was moved from Delos to Athens in 454BC [footnoteRef:18], Athens now had all of the money from the league within her walls, becoming increasingly more powerful and ahead of the rest of the members. After Cimon, a leader of the Athenians had died and the Persians were driven out of the Aegean, there was an official peace but even then the league was not disbanded.  [15:  Thucydides ‘The Peloponnesian War’ 1.100]  [16:  Thucydides ‘The Peloponnesian War’ 1.104]  [17:  Lendering(2017) ‘Delian League’]  [18:  Cartwright(2016) ‘Delian League’ ] 

Athens during the peace was becoming more interested in local affairs, with trails concerning Athenian citizens having to take place in Athens itself; Athens represented its “allies” in diplomatic affairs with Persia or Sparta.[footnoteRef:19] This removing of a voice to its allies shows how they were no longer equals are in defensive pacts but were undoubtedly lesser than Athens in all manners. [19:  Lendering(2017) ‘Delian League’] 

In 432BC Sparta declared war on Athens, followed shortly after by the other members of the Peloponnesian League, they called themselves the liberators of Hellas supposedly[footnoteRef:20] which shows the power and grip over Greece that Athens held. Thucydides even refers to Athens as an Empire which shows that “League” was no longer the coined term as Athens was in control of so much territory either directly or indirectly that no one believed them to be allies ,but instead rulers of the Poleis under them.[footnoteRef:21] The Athenian empire was so disliked that the Historian Herodotus implied that the Spartans were the only state who fought for Greek Liberty against the Persians, as Athens itself had become an oppressor very similar to Persia.[footnoteRef:22] [20:  Thucydides ‘The Peloponnesian War’ 2.8.4]  [21:  Thucydides ‘The Peloponnesian War’ 2.8.5]  [22:  Lendering(2017) ‘Delian League’] 

The definitions of League and Empire are both different enough, especially in modern day to determine that the Delian League was in fact a “League” for a very short amount of time. A League is a collection of countries, or groups that combine for protection or cooperation[footnoteRef:23] whereas an Empire is a group of states ruled by a single sovereign state or oligarchy.[footnoteRef:24] By these definitions the coalition was only a league during the initial raids of Median settlements after that, it clearly became an empire ran by Athens as they refused to let any Polis leave peacefully and would then exploit members of money meaning they became reliant on Athens and could no longer even afford to try and rebel.  Athens had complete control and even began gaining new footholds after Persia was expelled, in places such as ‘Nine Ways’ and attempted to access Egypt during Inaros’ revolt. [23:  English Oxford Dictionary]  [24:  IBID
] 
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