Using the Swansea ‘City Witness’ website (www.medievalswansea.ac.uk) choose ONE witness and answer the following questions:

1. What was the occupation and social status of your chosen witness?
1. What is their relationship to the ‘hanged man’?
1. What was their involvement in the events surrounding the miracle?
1. How did they use the space in medieval Swansea?
1. How reliable and how valuable do you think their testimony is?


[bookmark: _GoBack]Working from www.medievalswansea.ac.uk which examines the hanging of William Cragh in 1287 at Swansea castle.

The subject of this report is a Welsh man of noble birth, William ap Rhys or ‘Cragh’ who lived in medieval Swansea. In 1287 William Cragh invaded the Anglo-Norman castle, belonging to the Lords of the Gower, at Swansea and killed thirteen of the Lord’s men. For this, William Cragh was sentenced to be hanged and the events which followed the hanging were later reported as being miraculous. The miracle was that he was hung twice and lived on to tell the tale which grew to involve Thomas Cantilupe. Thomas Cantilupe had formerly been a bishop of Hereford and the miracle of William Cragh being pronounced to be alive just before his planned burial, was presented to a group acting for Pope Clement V, in 1307, as a sign of a miracle being invoked and this contributed to the reasoning behind the application for Thomas Cantilupe to be canonised. It was some twenty years after, the double hanging of William Cragh, that the Pope’s representatives heard from nine witnesses their accounts of the details they remembered about the mircacle involving William Cragh.  

From these witnesses, I have chosen to write about Lady Mary de Briouze. Lady Mary was the third wife of Lord William de Briouze and, in 1297 when the hanging of William Cragh occurred, she lived at Swansea castle. Lady Mary is shown to be a woman of independent means before she married Lord de Briouze which may be why she was secure in speaking out with her beliefs as she was confident in her position in society and not afraid to disagree with her husband. Although the text does not provide a specific relationship between Lady Mary de Briouze and William Cragh, the 'hanged man'', it says that Lady Mary had tried to persuade her husband to pardon William Cragh and the account describes how Lady Mary had 'a mysterious interest in William Cragh's fate' and 'failed in her attempts to get her husband to spare his life'.

Lady Mary was involved in the events surrounding the miracle by pleading for the life of William Cragh before his execution and arranging the examination of his body following his hanging.

It is reported that 'late in the year, probably in November, when the two prisoners were taken from Swansea Castle's dungeon, and led by Lord de Briouze's men up to the gallows situated on a hill outside the town walls. In that place, William Cragh was hanged first but the weight of the other man being hauled over the cross bar caused the cross bar to break’. It was then that both of the hanged men fell down from the gallows to the ground and shortly after, they were both hanged one more time. They couldn’t be hung in the usual way because the gallows were broken so they were raised up one on each of remaining gallow upright posts. 

‘To make sure they were definitely dead'. It was said that they 'remained for some time – though recollections vary on how long this was'.

When the witnesses report on their memories of the events of that day in 1287, it seems that their individual ideas on the time scale of events varies. The witnesses said that it was intentioned for William Cragh to go from Gallows Hill to the Chapel of St John. This building was not inside the main town walls. Due to the chapel being closed, William’s dead body 'was taken instead to a nearby house belonging to a burgess named Thomas Mathews, where crowds gathered to view the body. Indeed many of our witnesses say they saw the disfigured William with their own eyes, describing in great detailed his blackened visage, swollen tongue, and protuberant eyes'.

Lady Mary 'sent one of her household to 'measure' William's body. This was a common custom among the laity, which involved measuring the length and breadth of a person's injured part (in this case William's whole body) with string which was then covered in wax to form a votive candle. The candle would then be lit to attract the attention of a saint, who would hopefully intercede on the injured person's account and miraculously cure them. In this case, the measuring was intended to attract the attention of the late Bishop of Hereford, Thomas de Cantilupe, to whom many miracles were being attributed at the time. The measuring and accompanying prayers apparently worked, for soon William began to recover: he moved a foot, began to breathe, and his eyes withdrew into their sockets 'of their own accord'. Soon he was fully recovered, and visited Swansea Castle to tell the lord and lady of the miracle in the hope he would be pardoned. Accepting the miracle, and attributing it to Thomas de Cantilupe, the Lord and Lady de Briouze made the three day journey to Hereford accompanied by William Cragh on foot. At the bishop's tomb they gave thanks for the miracle, making an offering there of the noose with which William had been hanged and a wax model of a man on a gallows’.

The hanging place in medieval Swansea was outside the castle walls on Gallows Hill where the people could gather to witness the gorey events. Not all viewers chose to leave the confines of the castle to attend that hanging, the son of Lord de Brouize is said to have watch from inside the castle. The Junior De Brouize was another witness of that day’s events, as was William Cragh himself. Williams testimony had particular significance as he was the first person to speak his witness in the Welsh language and translators reported his statement for him.
 
I regret, am unable to affirm how reliable or how valuable was the testimony of Lady Mary de Briouze's as I have only studied this document briefly, but common sense would suggest that the whole story is a nonsense or should I say miracle? 

The report on Medieval Swansea does have a section that I found particularly interesting, it describes how a later Bishop of Hereford was keenly involved in promoting the resurrection of William Cragh as a miracle and the report suggests this maybe to encourage an increase in the number of visiting pilgrims to the cathedral at Hereford. The then current Bishop of Hereford selling the concept of a previous Bishop of Hereford as being a performer of miracles would, in Medieval times, give great credence to the holiness of Hereford Cathedral and attracting more visitors would bolster the coffers and be of great benefit to that current Bishop as effectively his earning potential would increase. 

I admit, I have a rather sceptical view of the proceeding in 1287 and 1307 and if pushed, I’d say the whole things was either a hoax or a confidence trick or at least hopeful and entertaining story.
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