Critical Analysis of The Iliad 24.776-24.803
The lines 24.776-24.803 of The Iliad by Homer encompasses the final parts of Hector’s funeral. It begins with the instruction from Priam to collect resources for the funeral pyre with the reassurance that Achilles had allowed them the space to mourn. Nine days are taken to collect the resources, Hector is burnt on the tenth, and his bones buried under guard the day after. The passage, and The Iliad, finishes with the statement of a funeral feast happening in Priam’s palace. The wider text of The Iliad revolves around the character of Achilles, starting with his quarrel with Agammemnon that results in his self-removal from the war. This is until the death of Patroclus at the hands of Hector, causing Achilles to enter a wrathful phase, ending with his killing of Hector and desecration of the corpse. The last book of The Iliad displays the return of Achilles to his humanity, finishing with Hector being put to rest after almost 2,000 lines of desecration and conflict over his corpse, at Achilles’ grant. 
Despite The Iliad revolving around Achilles, Hector is the only character to be mentioned in every single book, as pointed out by Scott[footnoteRef:1658]. The immediate assumption of a reader upon seeing Hector mentioned more than Achilles throughout might be that Hector, as a character, is more important to the wider story of the battle being fought at Troy. This could be seen to be emphasised by the speech given by Priam to Hector in book 22, in which Priam begs his son to not enter battle with Achilles for fear that if Hector is to die at the hands of Achilles, “innumerable horrors I shall have to see before I die.”[footnoteRef:29083] The repeated implication that the death of Hector will result in the wider falling of Troy might suggest an inherent importance regarding Hector. However, the events leading up to Hector being killed are set in motion by Achilles. His abandonment of the battle resulting in Patroclus taking his place to then be killed by Hector, leading to his wrath towards the end of The Iliad displays that the lack of mention of Achilles is what makes his importance.  [1658:  (Scott as in Farron, 1978)]  [29083:  (Homer, 22.61-62)] 

The treatment of Hector’s corpse by Achilles would have been a shocking scene to an ancient audience. Laws regarding war and the treatment of the dead as a result that were based in religion would have been an expectation for a common audience[footnoteRef:14598]. The reaction of the audience could be seen to be mirrored in the reaction of the gods, who protect Hector’s body and are the catalyst towards Achilles’ change in attitude towards returning it to Priam[footnoteRef:10644]. The progressive movement towards more aggressive desecration is not just a trait displayed by Achilles, however, as discussed by Motto and Clark, and is instead shown by the general populace[footnoteRef:9227]. Whilst Achilles’ actions are excessive, a tension revolving around the length of the war and the soldiers lost could be concluded from the actions of the majority. The attitudes of the Greeks returning to what might be considered “normal” is shown by Priam’s statement of “Achilles assured me, [...] that they would do us no harm till the dawn of the twelfth day from then.”[footnoteRef:5171] Despite this, however, the tension of war is still displayed by Homer. Whilst marking the grave mound, guards are posted “all round in case the Greeks launched a premature attack.”[footnoteRef:26785] It is understandable for the Trojans to expect the Greeks to dishonour their word and attack them during a mourning period as respect for custom had previously been at a low.  [14598:  (Lanni, 2008)]  [10644:  (Homer, 24.18-21)]  [9227:  (Motto & Clark, 1969)]  [5171:  (Homer, 24.780-782)]  [26785:  (Homer, 24.799-800)] 

[bookmark: _Int_jm3VDICD][bookmark: _Int_D8OdjN2e]Having a funeral feast as seen at the end of The Iliad also occurs at the funeral of Patroclus[footnoteRef:26266]. Both funerals possessing a funerary feast as part of the funerary rites may indicate that a feast would have been standard for funerals. Using Homer as a source for reality can be complex, however, due to the oral nature of the poems, as well as the scholarly debate around Homer as a historical figure[footnoteRef:11378]. However, some elements of the poem must have a basis in reality to remain entertaining but not distracting to an audience. The feast as part of funerary rituals is a common rite found in multiple communities around the Aegean and in the Near East. As a result, it can be assumed that the funeral feast would have been a common occurrence at funerals that the original audience of Homer, and later audiences in the classical period, would have been familiar with. Additionally, washing and anointing the body occurs in the funerals of Hector and Patroclus, so could be another example of a practice grounded in reality.  [26266:  (Homer, 23.57-58)]  [11378:  (Kirk, 1973)] 

Some of these practices are also mirrored in the practices of other peoples in previous times. Some tholos tombs in Mycenae contain bones of sacrificial animals and smashed kylikes, indicating both ritual feasting and drinking[footnoteRef:20082]. The reasoning for the finding of the bones and smashed cups is likely due to the view of death being polluting, resulting in the items associated with the rites being left in the grave or tomb. The concept of death as a pollutant is carried forward into the classical era[footnoteRef:28154]. Whilst there is no mention of the bones of the animals used for the funerary feast being placed on the pyre at Patroclus’ or Hector’s funeral, Achilles’ does sacrifice other animals and place them on the pyre, such as dogs Patroclus fed[footnoteRef:26714]. This is another practice mirrored in some burials at Mycenae, where dogs are sacrificed either to protect or to accompany the dead in the afterlife[footnoteRef:11840]. Due to their relation to Patroclus, it could be assumed Achilles sacrifices them to accompany Patroclus. Another similarity between the process described in The Iliad and Mycenae is the tumulus burial. Hector is buried in a grave covered with stones, which is in turn covered with a large mound of dirt[footnoteRef:3461]. A similar display is shown by Mycenaean burials, though the graves of Mycenae were usually lined with stones as well as covered by large stones resembling a roof[footnoteRef:25113]. However, it could be argued that Hector might have received a similar grave lined with stones had the Trojans had more time to bury him. [20082:  (Schofield & Getty, 2007, pp.55)]  [28154:  (“Death, Attitudes To,” 2003)]  [26714:  (Homer, 23.173-175)]  [11840:  (Schofield & Getty, 2007, p. 55)]  [3461:  (Homer, 24.797-99)]  [25113:  (Hammond, 1959/1991, pp. 41–42)] 

Lines 24.777-24.803 of The Iliad shows the result of Achilles’ return to humanity, as well as displaying some potential rituals regarding funerary practices in the ancient Aegean. Scenes shown within the passage bare resemblance to archaeological evidence found from earlier sites around the Aegean, more specifically to a culture that does have a representation within the story through the character of Agammemnon. 
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