Part One: Based on theoretical evidence, evaluate and reflect on your personal contribution to developing the literacy skills of children, young people within your video presentation.
The focus of this module has been on literacy. This assignment will, in Part 1, discuss the personal contributions to literacy based on theoretical evidence. In Part 2, there will be a reflection on the video presentation using Gibbs’ reflective cycle.
Literacy refers to the ability to ‘read, write speak and listen in a way that lets us communicate effectively and make sense of the world.’ Literacytrust.org (2025). Within recent years, the term literacy has evolved beyond simple reading and writing, ‘it has developed to incorporate a wider range of skills such as digital and financial literacy to support the growth of the digital age within modern society.’ Green. C.L. (2020).
There have been many theorists who have contributed to the development of literacy. One of these theorists is Chomsky (1928) whose key contribution was the theory ‘challenged the belief that language development was solely influenced by environmental factors’ he believed that ‘all people are born with language acquisition skills and a proper stimulating environment coupled with sufficient encouragement will help in mastering any language very quickly.’ Putnam, L. (1994). 
Chomsky’s theory is reflected in modern education in Wales by the use fundamental Welsh in the classroom, as well as the introduction of international languages through the new curriculum. ‘This multilingual approach is intended to ignite learners’ curiosity that provides them with a firm foundation in languages of Wales and the world.’ Welsh Government (2025). The curriculum, like Chomsky promotes the use of language skills by building on their existing skills within a supporting environment.
A second theorist who has contributed to the development of literacy is Skinner (1974) whose work focuses on the theory of behaviourism and the act of modifying behaviour through repetitive acts resulting in positive and negative reinforcement depending on the desired behaviour. This theory ‘emphasises the role of external stimuli and the consequences in shaping a learner’s behaviour’ National University (2023) and can be seen when schools encourage students desired behaviour with promise of rewards or motivators. Positive reinforcement builds confidence and encourages a positive learning environment that can be used to develop and build upon literacy skills. This can be seen in practise using Class Dojo points for prizes, stickers the promise of longer play time outside, or even end of term trips. 
A third theorist in the development of literacy is Vygotsky (1978) and his work in The Sociocultural Theory of Cognitive Development, ‘which gives high priority to language in the process of intellectual development and focuses on the role of social interaction and culture in learning’ Pritchard, A (2014). His work on the Zone of Proximal development (ZPD) suggests, ‘children can learn more from support than they can individually, and skills are developed beyond a childs base ability with the help of a more knowledgeable other (MKO). The MKO can scaffold support by modelling the writing process or simply reading words out to learners so they can echo the words and learn the appropriate dictation.’ Bates, B (2016). This can be seen in practices such as one to one work where a MKO acts out the task before the learner repeats the process, or group work in the classroom where a learner can scaffold knowledge from learners who already understand the process or have previously completed the task. 
A key policy that has changed the way in literacy is taught in Wales is the Successful Futures Report (2015). This report by Donaldson became a key foundation to the new Curriculum for Wales (2021). The report and the new curriculum have introduced literacy as a continuum through education to secure lifelong learning. Literacy is now a cross-curriculum subject that will provide children with the opportunity to, ‘demonstrate progression through the length, complexity and accuracy of written and spoken language, and show increasing confidence and capacity to converse about a widening range of topics and that they will be able to engage critically with increasingly challenging literary work.’ Donaldson, G. (2015). 
There are many factors that impact an individual’s literacy development. One key factor is poverty, which is defined as ‘being unable to afford to meet the minimum needs that are deemed reasonable by the standards of the society in question (Ravallion, 1992). D’Arcy, C. Goulden, C (2014). Poverty means that children are more likely to come from homes with parents or carers who also have poor literacy impacted by their own childhood poverty as discussed by Book Trust 2023, research found ‘almost a quarter of parents and carers from low-income backgrounds (23%) are not sharing books with their children before their first birthday – despite the majority (95%) seeing reading as an important thing to do.’ Booktrust.org (2023). Poverty can also mean that parents are working multiple jobs to provide for their families and do not have the time to read and help their children with schoolwork. This also means they do not have the additional funds to provide reading materials. As discussed by Ha, C (2021) ‘Hoover-Dempsey et al. (2005) explained why parents’ positive role belief could contribute to the children’s learning. When parents believe that they can help children’s learning development, they are likely to be more involved and take appropriate actions to help them.’ 
Another factor that can impact literacy development is ALN (Additional Learning Needs). Additional Learning Needs provision is 'additional to, or otherwise different from, the educational provision made generally for children of their age in schools maintained by the local authority, other than special schools, in the area. (Education Act 1996).’ Llangyfelach Primary School (2024) This can mean that an individual may have low oracy skills and development or are non-verbal with little understanding of the world around them. ALN can mean that a child learns in a different way to their peers or requires additional support or scaffolding to complete their tasks. 
However, in line with the New Curriculum for Wales, school policies are changing to a more inclusive approach, noting that all children are individual learners and the school experience must reflect this for example a Welsh primary school ALN policy states, ‘We believe that children with ALN should not be routinely segregated from their class teachers and peers but included as much as possible within their class. Llangyfelach Primary School (2024). Whilst these changes are needed to support literacy development on an individual learner basis, a report by ESTYN states lower literacy levels in relation to ALN learners because ‘inclusive vision and purposeful teaching and learning aimed at meeting the needs of all pupils were not effective enough. (ESTYN, 2024). 
To conclude part one, there are many ways in which literacy and oracy can be developed in the classroom. We can draw from policy and theories to adapt our support based on a child’s individual need. From what is known about the importance of bridging the gap of literacy development between home and school it is crucial that more is put in place to recognise and support this.
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Part two: Reflective commentary.

‘Gibbs' Reflective Cycle was developed by Graham Gibbs in 1988 to give structure to learning from experiences.  It offers a framework for examining experiences, and given its cyclic nature lends itself particularly well to repeated experiences, allowing you to learn and plan from things that either went well or didn’t go well.’ Edinburgh University (2023). The reflective cycle involves a six-step design method. ‘The most prevalent thing to acknowledge about Gibbs is the confirm of the importance of feelings throughout the process.’ University of Cumbria (2020).
For the video presentation, we were required to choose an appropriate book and develop a literacy-based activity using the book as the theme. As I am not currently employed in an educational setting, I did find this task a little daunting, however I knew my daughter would be a receptive candidate. I felt good about the task as we are a family of readers, and I know it is one of the favourite parts of my daughter’s day. 
Choosing the book and activity was a little more difficult than I anticipated as I now know I overthought the process. In the attempt to produce something different to my peers I wanted to choose a book that wasn’t as popular as some that were mentioned during the lectures. Initially we settled on ‘Handa’s Surprise’, as there are lots of appropriate and fun literacy-based activities, however, I was unable to locate the book at home. To not delay the recording further I allowed my daughter to choose the book which was a potentially risky decision but thought it would increase her engagement in the activity. She chose ‘Monkey Puzzle,’ by Julia Donaldson and I was confident there were activities that could be created here. In hindsight, I would have taken the time to research and create a literacy task that we could have explored more thoroughly during the recording, but I was also keen to shoot the 5 minutes in one take as this was my lecturers’ preference. Given the obstacles we faced I do believe the video was authentic and true to life. 
The recording went well and whilst I wish there was more time to explain the activity and relate it to literacy in more detail, I was happy with how my daughter responded and that we achieved the recording in one take without disaster.
After the session I felt relieved that it had been completed and that whilst it wasn’t perfect we had a fun time making the video. My daughter has additional learning needs (ALN) so it was important for me to keep the language and activity to a level appropriate to her development, as I would in an educational setting. My previous employments have been in Foundation phase settings, so it was important to me to use my experience and draw upon what I had learned in the classroom.  Something I am proud of is my ability to remember that we do not all work at the same pace and in the same way.
If I had to repeat the session again, I would ensure I had a physical copy of the book before the planned recording, and that the activity was better thought out and researched. I would also use Dweck’s (2012) growth mindset theory to learn from my failure and not fear it. Dweck writes “in the growth mindset, failure can be a painful experience. But it doesn’t define you. It’s a problem to be faced, dealt with, and learned from.” Dweck, C (2012) I believe when facing assessments and tasks, the fear of failing does hold me back. I believe applying Dweck’s Growth Mindset theory would allow me to remove some of those barriers.
When I realised, I could not find our copy of the book I should have stepped back and made an alternate plan for another day. I believe my haste to have the task ticked off my list, didn’t allow me to be as thorough as I would usually be. 
I also have autism and ADHD which in turn causes task paralysis, with this in mind I would like to use the Pomodoro time management technique to potentially overcome my task paralysis. ‘The technique allows you to complete tasks in small increments to allow me space to breathe and do things right, as opposed to my usual method of squeezing in as many tasks as possible,’ and becoming severely overwhelmed. Cirillio, F (1980)
The follow up activity involved choosing the favourite animal from the story and create a word map of describing words to re-create the animal on paper using different materials. The activity is suitable for a Key Stage 1-Key Stage 2 children as that is the cognitive ability of my subject. No visual aids were used during the video, however, to carry out the activity in real time there would be cards containing adjectives with visual aids to ensure the activity is inclusive. I would then talk the learners through the words for them to decide which ones explain their animal best to promote the use of language and scaffold their learning if necessary. This activity was created with the literacy framework in mind, as well as considering the ALN Framework (2021), to ensure ‘learners are provided with a universal learning provision to support the learning needs of all pupils. Therefore, for some pupils who do not reach the threshold to be defined as having an additional learning need (as defined by the Code). This will include classroom level differentiation.’ Casllwchwr Primary School (2024). 
To conclude, the video recording and activity went very well, and overall, I was pleased with the finished product. Now I have used Gibbs’ reflective cycle to review my process I do feel there are things I would do differently in future assessments to overcome the issues I faced. 
With the decline in literacy only increasing alongside the increase in families facing poverty and the use of digital communication I believe it is crucial we continue to develop and support literacy in the classroom.
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