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Preparing for higher education:
Getting yourself ready for higher education can be a tough time for you. Before you start, you need to be able to plan your time effectively to maximise the amount of study time and learning that you do. Firstly, you need to create a list of all your study related tasks that you need to complete in order of deadline date, or from most to least important. You will then need to work your way through the list, completing every task as you complete the previous ones (UCAS, 2022). It will then benefit you if you go on to set realistic goals for yourself on what you want to complete during that year. You will need to reflect on your strengths and weaknesses from previous educational experiences to determine what works for you and what doesn’t. Another way to set goals would be to set three different types of goals, including short-term, medium-term, and long-term goals. For example, a short-term goal could be that you want to complete this in the first few months of your course, and so on. Ensure that your goals are always visible so you can keep reminding yourself of what you intend to complete (iaurarosesmith, 2021). Lastly, you will need to select the correct study space so that you can make the most out of your studying. Set the scene according to how you feel comfortable working in a certain environment; for example, make sure you are in a quiet environment with little to no distractions. Make sure the room is well lit, as this can help you to concentrate, and make sure that your study space is organised, so you are not searching for equipment or stationery (Scholastic Inc, 2021). This image is of a higher education institution.


[image: ]







































[bookmark: _Toc116295765]
[image: Digital Learning & The Future of Education — Processim Labs]Mind Map CRAAP ACRONYM
C- Currency- Make sure that your information is current and is from the current year 
R- Relevance- Ensure that the detail of your work is relevant to your work 
A-Authority  
A- Accuracy- Make sure that your content is accurate. 
P- Purpose- Ensure that your work has a purpose 




Paraphrasing 
Always ensure that you are paraphrasing your work and you references. This will ensure you do not get accused of academic misconduct and plagiarism.  It is also essential to paraphrase because it will ensure the content is relevant to the reader (Emerald Works, No Date ).







Becoming A Digital Learner 
Referencing 
During your time in higher education the institution will expect you to be able to reference your work. You need to be able to read a passage and paraphrase it and then insert this into your work and show the reader that the information isn’t your own work and that you have taken it from another source 


Summarising 
Summarising is essentially another level of paraphrasing. This means that you will need to read the piece of work and put it into words where the reader can understand that you have read and understood the passage and put it in your own words


Search Techniques 
There is a range of different guides that can assist you in your research. For example, if you’re looking for something specific for your work you can use what’s called a filter button this will filter the searches for a specific key word or phrase. This will help to locate your information and sources a lot quicker than scrolling through the webpages. 
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Video 
https://youtu.be/CVVm8VjA-os 
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‘Bortons reflective tool is a structure for reflection’ "It was developed by Terry Borton, who was a schoolteacher in America in the 1970s where he published his work as a framework for reflection" (Toolshero, 2022). ‘Bortons framework is a simple way to implement a reflective framework. This helps you reflect on your work without having the structure in front of you. It focuses on three simple questions: What, So What, and Now’ (Physiopedia, 2022).
 Starting my university experience was very intimidating as I did not know anyone on my course or in my classes, and I was going in blind with no idea what university was like. In my first week, it was very overwhelming because I was not sure of my surroundings or my way around the university campus. As the weeks have progressed, I have become more comfortable at university as I have had the opportunity to meet new people and begin to start new friendships. Regarding writing my assignments, it was a very emotional journey as I had never been shown how to academically write before. In addition to this, all the work I have completed in the past I have not had to reference, whereas all the work at university you have to reference all of your findings, so I have had to overcome this and learn another new skill that is totally new to me. Also, having to find my work from a range of different sources such as articles, books, and journals has been a new factor in my work as I’m used to finding all of my information on the internet.
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