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Please complete the following form and submit it, when correctly filled out with the help of your tutor, to Dr Bernadette Brady for acceptance of your research project. No student can take a research project into the field until their proposal has been accepted and they have completed the necessary ethics requirements. 

Project 2 - An embodied cosmology, ritual and material objects  

Your Name


The Title of Your Research Project - Please phrase this as a question.



The Academic Rationale and Aim
In this section you will outline your particular rationale and aim with reference to the arguments of Ronald Grimes. In this project you will explore the role of ritual or objects played in the lives of different individuals and relate this back to the literature of Grimes, Hill and Whitehead along with other literature that you have found.  

Design a project that seeks to address the ‘things’ and rituals/practices that are associated with, represent, or ‘embody’ elements of cosmology related to the sky and earth. Groups or individual participants can be interviewed re engagement and cosmological views surrounding objects.

Both rituals and material objects are used in a wide variety of ways in relation to cosmologies. Sometimes they form active and central focal points of cosmological structures (religious statues and images, sacred places), while other times they play more symbolic or passive roles. ‘Things’ and practices can also form parts of superstitions where they are thought to bring or add luck to situations. Grimes says, ‘Each cosmos has its characteristic lilt: If your universe is a womb, your rites go rotund; they moan, slip, slide. If your universe is an orderly, law-abiding, clocklike place looked after by a kindly watch-maker who prefers really, really big grandfather clocks, your rites will run regular as clockwork, be performed as if ritual were, by definition, repetitive, orderly, stately, vertical, by the book’ (Grimes, 2002:159)

Based on this rational provided by Grimes, what problem in scholarship or in current knowledge are you addressing? How will your work extend, agree or disagree with the comments of Grimes?  Also clearly state what faceted of cosmology are you researching, this is the aim of your research.























Literature Review
Apart from the work of Grimes, supported by Hill and Whitehead which you will need to cite in your paper, add at least two other scholarly works which would underpin your particular focus on this research project.   

Grimes, Ronald, 2002. “Performance is Currency in the Deep World‘s Gift Economy: An Incantatory Riff for a Global Medicine Show”. Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment. Vol. 9, Issue 1, pp. 150-163. [Available Oxford Journals]
 

Hill, Jude, 2007. “The Story of the Amulet: Locating the Enchantment of Collections”. Journal of Material Culture. 12. 65-87.  [Available SAGE Journals]

Whitehead, Amy, 2009. “The Goddess and the Virgin: Materiality in Western Europe”. The Pomegranate: The International Journal of Pagan Studies. 10.1: [On Moodle]

















Methodology 
Outline your research methodology. Please use citations from your course work to justify the reason for your choice of methodologies.  Are you going to use interviews and/or questionnaires? What academic justification can you give for using your choice of methodology given your particular research question?
















What is the target group or principal sources you would use in your research?
Who are your target group? What are the bases for your selection of this target group?  Please state the approximate size of your target group and how you know them and how you will make contact with them. 








Ethical issues: You will be interviewing and/or using a questionnaire thus you will need to read the ethics material as listed on MA CAA Researching Contemporary Cosmologies Moodle page.  

By submitting this research proposal form you are agreeing to the following statement:

I have submitted my signed ethics form to Bernadette Brady and I have read the ethical guidelines and all the people interviewed will be asked to sign an interview release form. I will also inform everyone taking part that their information is strictly confidential and that the identity of all people taking part will be protected. 
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