Master Nan Huaijin: Confucius was worried about the country, the people, cultural decline and chaos. Confucius believed most people did not emphasize their own virtues, nor did they emphasize true learning, only caring about personal interests. Confucius was concerned about the common problems of humankind and all historical eras, especially the destabilizing of political situations. This shows that Confucius is a salvationist. 
What Confucius mentioned here is a worry about cultural loss. Culture is the lifeblood of a nation. Confucius does not refer to national politics here, but talks about culture. This is the focus of national history, the national world is all inclusive.

Professor Li Bingnan: Character means the natural virtue. When the mind starts to have improper thought, we are conscious of it immediately, control the delusion, and let it go, then we may keep the natural virtue. The same reasoning is: if we are not aware of our mind and let our fantasies run wild, we may become ignorant, and ignorance could turn to iniquity. This is the reason that we need to cultivate our mind to restore its nature. 
‘Studies’ mean academic studies, and the teacher must not alter or divert from the original meanings. The purpose is to teach others thoroughly so the student has a complete understanding afterwards. If any of the scholars do not successfully cultivate, nor teach correctly, nor follow the right course and do not correct mistakes, then the teaching would not succeed, making the saints worried.
Professor Zhong Maosen: Self-cultivation is the enlightenment of self, lecturing is to aid the enlightenment of others. Confucius guide us a way that the teacher could progresses with the students in teaching. The lectures included oral education and how to be a role model. Oral education involves teaching others specific principles. Confucius’ kindness is expressed in his willingness to educate. Regardless of rich or poor, if the student was willing to learn, he would teach that person.
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