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	Please state the main research question(s) or hypotheses(s): (100 words max)
To explore the potential correlation between attitudes about autism in adults and knowledge about autism.
Research Questions
1) Is there a correlation between people’s attitudes towards autism in adults and their knowledge and understanding of autism?
2) Do people’s attitudes towards autism in adults change when there is information available to them about autism?




	Background: 250 words 

Why is your study important? What theory and empirical research evidence supports your research question? What methodological approach do you wish to take and why?  

Peoples’ attitudes towards those with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) have been typically negative in the past, due to how they perceived in social settings (e.g. Yokota & Tanaka, 2024). As much of research on autism focuses on children (Bailey, 2012), people may not be aware of how autism impacts the lives of adults living with the condition (Mac Cárthaigh & López, 2019). According to Griffith et al. (2012, as cited in Cage et al., 2019), many autistic individuals do not feel adequately understood or supported in society. This may be due to existing stigma surrounding autism, as there is evidence to suggest that autistic individuals are perceived more negatively (compared to non-autistic people) by non-autistic people. This was supported by Sasson et al. (2017, as cited in Cage et al., 2019), who observed that autistic people were evaluated more negatively by non-autistic participants. However, this was much less the case when participants were informed that people were autistic.

[bookmark: _Int_gDU4P2N5]Following this, I wish to investigate the differences in attitudes people have towards autism, depending on their level of knowledge of autism. To do this, I will create an online questionnaire using Qualtrics to assess participants’ knowledge, and then their attitudes towards autism in adults. In addition to these initial tests, I wish to expose participants to a short video clip describing the impact of autism, followed by a repeat of the attitudes questionnaire. A correlational analysis will be performed on the data collected.
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