Element 2
Essay - Explore the wide and complex spectrum of additional needs

This essay will look at the wide and complex spectrum of additional learning needs and special educational needs and how to best to support them. According to (Wrexham County Borough Council, 2024) “A person has additional learning needs (ALN) if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for additional learning provision.” Some examples of ALN’s could include ADHD, Autism, Attachment disorder and Dyslexia. Special Educational needs (SEN) is slightly different in the way that the individual has a disability or difficulty which effects their education and therefore needs supporting provisions. (Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman, 2015) Examples of SEN include mobility difficulties, dyslexia and medical needs such Cerebral Palsy. Special educational needs are more complex needs which require extra support daily. Children with these needs may have difficulty expressing themselves and understanding others. (Child’s Law Advice, 2023) (NIDirect, 2018). 

Supporting additional needs is key to a child’s education and development. The social model and the medical model are ways that individuals with disabilities are viewed. The social model looks past the individual with the disabilities and looks at what can be done to remove barriers that restricts their life choices. This is more inclusive and helps to support independence and equal opportunities. Whereas the medical model views the individual with the disability as the ‘problem’ and believes they are disabled by their impairment or differences. The model looks at what is wrong with the individual and what they unable to do rather than adapting what they can do to overcome the barriers. (Disability Nottinghamshire, 2022)

Within schools the social model is used to ensure all children and young people are offered equal opportunities. According to Inclusion Barnet (2024) “The social model seeks to remove unnecessary barriers which prevent disabled people participating in society, accessing work and living independently.” The social model supports learning and development for all children living with disabilities and impairments, the model helps professionals to adapt their practice and put measures in place to support development and offer positive opportunities. The social models aim is to include all children, when equal opportunities are given, it gives children a sense of belonging and helps to them to feel listened to which will then help to support their development. The writer believes a sense of belonging to a child helps to support their social and emotional wellbeing. 

There are many benefits that come from implementing the social model. The writer believes one of the main benefits is that all children are provided with equal access to opportunities. This meaning, an individual with a physical disability such as being in a wheelchair can access the curriculum and have equal access to the same education as their classmates. (OhanaHC, 2023). Ensuring basic needs such as equal access are met helps to support the child’s expression and participation within the setting.  (Democratic Schools for All) 

Following the social model and carrying out good practice in a school setting may include differentiating an activity and adapting own personal practice to support the inclusion of the individual with a disability preventing their participation. For example, to support a child with a physical or sensory disability such as a visual impairment, professionals may provide additional visual aids to support the individual. These visual aids could include coloured overlays to help support reading speed and help comprehension. Other forms of support could include larger print, clear font and simplified instructions to support the individuals understanding and involvement in the activity. (Waunarlwydd Primary School, 2022) (Study.com, 2019) 

Another model of delivering good practice would be ensuring provisions are in place for an individual who may have difficulty with their social, emotional and behavioural development. For example, a child with autism may need extra provisions to support their participation throughout an activity. These provisions may include encouraging and supporting positive relationships, using clear precise instructions to avoid confusion and overwhelming the child, using visual cues and prompts to encourage independence and allowing time for the child to think about their next steps. (Waunarlwydd Primary School, 2022)

Bronfenbrenner, who believed an individual’s quality of relationships determine their life outcome believed all professionals and people working with and around the child need to work in partnership to support positive life outcomes. Bronfenbrenner’s theory makes links to good professional practice and is used to promote and support learning and development. (Guy-Evans, 2024) For example, the writer believes this theory is heavily implemented within settings as professionals seek outside support from other specialists to support the individuals learning and development and provide opportunities to encourage positive outcomes. According to Brodie (2024) Building and maintaining healthy relationships with children is believed to be essential for a healthy development. When organisations work in partnership around a child skills and knowledge is shared which helps to support a positive outcome for the individual. (NCCPE, 2024) 

According to McLeod (2024) Another theory that helps to support best practice is Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs. This theory believes the individuals lowest needs must be met first before they are able to fulfil their higher needs. The writer believes this theory is implemented within school settings as professionals make efforts to fulfil basic needs such as hunger, health, shelter and sleep. Once these needs are met then professionals can take the next steps to help support the individual in their personal development. 

According to the Local Government Association (2023) The Equality Act (2010) was legally put in place to protect all individuals from any form of discrimination. Characteristics that are protected by the act include age, race, sex, religion or beliefs and disability. The act provides protection for individuals who have been discriminated against and takes relevant action. This act is valued in schools to ensure all children and young people are provided with equal opportunities no matter their differences. An example of following the guidelines of the equality act is ensuring provisions are put in place for an individual with a disability to ensure they have been given equal opportunity to access an activity. (Marshalls Editorial, 2024)

In conclusion the writer believes the importance of the social model has a huge impact on the learning and development of a child or young person living with additional needs. There are many benefits that come from using the social model and show support and encouragement towards all children, this including children who need extra provisions to support development. 
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