Raising a Bilingual Child

Introduction
The issue of bilingualism has long been an important topic in second language learning, and many scholars have attempted to define it.Grosjean (2012) proposes a definition of bilingualism that emphasizes regular language use over fluency. Similarly, Valdés (2015) provides a definition as bilingual/multilingual individuals are capable of speaking, understanding, reading, or writing which is centered on functional ability. Colin Baker（2021） defines bilingualism as an individual's capacity to use two or more languages successfully. This competency goes beyond fundamental communication abilities and includes vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, and cultural nuances. Bilingual individuals can understand, talk, read, and write in various languages with varying degrees of fluency. Baker also underlines that bilingualism is a dynamic and diverse phenomena, with people displaying a wide range of bilingual abilities and experiences depending on characteristics like language competency, language dominance, and language usage patterns in different circumstances.
According to Ramírez-Esparza et al(2020), the importance of bilingualism in today's world cannot be overstated, as bilingualism improves cognitive capacity, scholastic achievement, cultural competency, employment prospects, promotes social cohesiveness, preserves cultural heritage, and increases adaptation and resilience. These advantages contribute to personal, societal, and global success by encouraging  understanding and appreciation for varied viewpoints in today's linked world.
Thus, this study is going to make review on the important factors shich may have influences on the process of raising a bilingual children based on Colin Baker’s previous study.             

Factors in Raising a Bilingual Child
In his book, Baker(2014) mentioned several important factors when raising a bilingual child.

Early Exposure to Languages  
Baker not only emphasizes the importance of early exposure but also stresses the significance of providing adequate exposure to both languages. According to Baker (2014)，early and adequate exposure to both languages is essential for children to achieve bilingual competency. Consistent and enriching exposure promotes balanced language development, which mirrors that of monolingual youngsters. Genesee (2006)emphasizes the importance of maintaining a minimum amount of exposure, claiming that bilingual children benefit from at least 30% exposure to the ‘weaker’ language in order to achieve optimal multilingual development. What’s more, according to the study of Kavak and Gül (2020), early exposure to both languages enhances cognitive abilities, improves academic performance, fosters cultural awareness, boosts communication skills, and provides career advantages, shaping holistic development and future opportunities for bilingual children.
In addition to emphasizing the importance of early and sufficient exposure to both languages, Baker also proposes some strategies. These include parents speaking both languages at home and enrolling the child in bilingual programs.
Baker emphasizes the relevance of encouragement in the piece, arguing that children's views about both languages might influence their language acquisition outcomes. youngsters who learn two languages may take longer than youngsters raised in monolingual households, which means they need more patience and regular encouragement from their parents. This strategy increases children's excitement and progress for learning both languages.

Consistency and Persistence
As Baker mentions in “A Parents' and Teachers' Guide to Bilingualism”, consistency and tenacity are also essential in language development, particularly for bilingual youngsters. Consistency refers to utilizing the same language in specific situations or with specific people(Elazar et al, 2021),such as using the minority or home language at home and the majority or societal language outside. This helps children develop language patterns and relationships. Persistence entails constant exposure to both languages as well as ongoing practice in order to build and preserve language skills. Parents can effectively assist their child's bilingual development by using language consistently and providing language exposure on a regular basis.Consistency and persistence help youngsters internalize language patterns and vocabulary, which aids in their overall language development. By creating a consistent language environment and supporting continual language practice, parents can help their kid develop bilingual skills and encourage successful language acquisition. This technique promotes language proficiency and cultural competence in children, allowing them to confidently navigate varied linguistic and cultural environments.Whereas, many parents do not have a conscious to make a choice regarding which language(s) to speak at home (Piller, 2002).
Baker also suggests parents maintaining consistency by using strategies like setting language routines as weel as involving extended family. He suggests that parents can effectively assist their child's bilingual development by using consistent language and giving regular language exposure. This includes developing circumstances in which both languages are constantly spoken, such as speaking one language at home and another in community settings or with family. Furthermore, parents should ensure that their child has plenty of opportunity for language development, whether through discussions, reading, or other activities.Also,providing children with ongoing opportunities to practice both languages through books, media, interactions, etc. is essential for maintaining and improving proficiency in both languages over time.
Baker's guidance is consistent with best practices in language development and supported by empirical research(Genesee, 1983). Consistency and persistence are important components in effective bilingualism because they give the structure and reinforcement required for children to become fluent in several languages. Baker's advice can help parents and educators implement regular language use and continuing practice into their strategies for helping multilingual youngsters.

Supportive Environment
According to Baker, creating a supportive environment is crucial for nurturing bilingual children. He emphasizes the roles of consistency and persistence in language development, as well as the significance of the family and school environments. Bilingualism in childhood is shaped not only by parental influence and language use at home but also by external factors such as social interactions and media exposure to the majority language. Lanza and Lexander (2019) highlight the importance of digital family language practices in and around media (such as text messaging, email, video chat, and other digital tools). Other impacts include extended family and acquaintances.Children often adopt the language of their peers and surroundings, while interactions with extended family members who speak a different language can also contribute to bilingualism(Rampton and Charalambous, 2012). Understanding these complexities is essential for guiding bilingual children through their language development journey.
Based on Baker's advice, parents and educators should focus on creating an environment that fosters bilingualism. This includes providing consistent language practice and exposure, encouraging the use of both languages in various contexts, and promoting cooperation between home and school to ensure children receive support and encouragement in their multilingual environment. By creating such a supportive environment, children can better develop their bilingual abilities and succeed in different language environments. Furthermore, Baker suggests that parents should have positive attitudes towards both languages. This helps children recognize the importance of each language, enhances their confidence in bilingual abilities, and promotes active learning and usage of both languages. Positive attitudes motivate children to continue practicing and improving their language skills, while also helping them better integrate into bilingual environments and enjoy the cultural and cognitive benefits of bilingualism.
Colin Baker's recommendations on providing a supportive environment for bilingual children are useful which has been proved by several empirical studies. One of the case studies presented by Ronjat (1913) provide useful insights into the dynamics of multilingual language development.The study developed the notion of One Person, One linguistic (OPOL), emphasizes the necessity of caregivers providing consistent linguistic input in molding bilingual competency. This supports Baker's emphasis on consistency in language use at home. Similarly,in the study, Leopold's in-depth examination of his daughter Hildegard's bilingual upbringing emphasizes the impact of family language practices on language dominance and proficiency. Ronjat's observation of variations in language dominance based on context is consistent with Baker's emphasis on establishing a supportive environment that adjusts to multilingual children's shifting needs and experiences.
Furthermore,Taura's longitudinal study (2012) provides more insights on multilingual language development. Despite the typological gap between English and Japanese, as well as variations in exposure, the researchers discovered that the bilingual girl, referred to as 'M', gained competency in both languages on par with monolingual speakers. This emphasizes the significance of constant exposure and educational support, which is congruent with Baker's recommendations for providing a supportive environment for bilingual children.
Incorporating these case studies within the evaluation emphasizes the importance of Baker's guidance in real-world bilingual settings. They highlight the significance of regular language intake, family language practices, and adaptive support systems in promoting multilingual competency and success. Overall, these case studies demonstrate the relevance and efficacy of Baker's guidance on raising bilingual children.

Cultural Integration
Baker views cultural integration as equally important as language acquisition, emphasizing its function in building a better understanding and respect for both language and culture. By adding cultural components such as literature, music, films, and traditions into language learning activities, bilingual children get insight into the language's cultural nuances, traditions, and values. This strategy not only improves language acquisition but also fosters cultural understanding. He also encourages cultural exchanges, talks, and relationships amongst parents from various ethnic origins in order to foster a diversified learning environment. By exchanging cultural experiences and opinions, parents build mutual understanding and tolerance, as well as a favorable attitude toward diverse cultures. This optimistic attitude has a huge impact on children's motivation to learn other languages. 
Baker also advocates introducing cultural festivals, celebrations, and activities into language learning programs to provide students with hands-on experiences that improve both their cultural understanding and language ability. These tactics help bilingual children develop not only language skills, but also cultural awareness and appreciation, which improves their entire learning experience and fosters positive attitudes toward cultural diversity.
In conclusion, Baker calls for a comprehensive approach to language learning that acknowledges the inherent relationship between language and culture. By including cultural elements into language learning exercises, bilingual children can have a better grasp of both language and culture, encouraging cultural awareness, appreciation, and respect.

Recommendations for Parents
Based on the previous review on the factors influencing bilingual children, several key tips can greatly help multilingual parents boost their children's language development. First and foremost, get started as soon as possible. Parents should highlight the value of early exposure to both languages, as studies show that infants are most susceptible to language acquisition throughout their early years. Reading bilingual books, singing songs, and participating in language-rich activities are all practical ways to help children learn languages early on. Second, consistency and persistence are critical. Parents should emphasize the need of keeping consistent language use inside the home. This constancy reinforces language abilities and promotes bilingual competency over time. Strategies such as using a One Person One Language (OPOL) strategy or scheduling dedicated language time each day can help guarantee bilingual language development persists.
Creating a supportive workplace is equally important. Parents are advised to create a linguistically friendly environment at home by encouraging language use and offering numerous chances for language practice. Furthermore, developing good views toward both languages makes youngsters feel valued and inspired to keep studying. Another key recommendation is to promote cultural integration. Integrating cultural components into language instruction strengthens the language acquisition process while also encouraging cultural knowledge and respect. Cooking traditional recipes, commemorating cultural holidays, and visiting cultural landmarks can all help to promote cultural integration. Furthermore, when applying language acquisition practices, parents should take into account individual differences. Every child is unique, therefore parents should tailor their tactics to their child's distinct requirements and preferences. Tailoring language learning approaches to individual learning styles and interests can improve the efficacy of language development programs. 
In conclusion, by following these guidelines, parents can foster a supportive atmosphere that promotes bilingual language development in their child. Starting early, keeping consistency and tenacity, creating a supportive atmosphere, incorporating culture, and taking into account individual circumstances are all essential components of successful multilingual rearing. With these efforts, parents can help their children become fluent and confident bilingual speakers, expanding their linguistic and cultural experiences for years to come.

Analysis of Colin Baker's Advice in regarding to my own experience
Baker's comprehensive examination of bilingual education illuminates its multifaceted nature, revealing both its advantages and limitations. His thorough investigation encompasses various facets, including language development, instructional methodologies, and policy implications, all substantiated by a wealth of empirical data. Notably, Baker advocates for customizing teaching strategies to suit the idiosyncrasies of individual learners, a stance reinforced by practical case studies. Additionally, he adeptly contextualizes bilingual education within broader sociopolitical landscapes, shedding light on the complex interplay between language acquisition and societal dynamics.
However, despite its strengths, Baker's work exhibits certain shortcomings. Chief among these is the need for more extensive discussions on the practical implementation of recommended strategies. Furthermore, a deeper critical analysis of research findings could enrich the discourse, offering readers a more nuanced understanding of the subject. Moreover, some aspects addressed in the book solely focus on bilingual education, potentially limiting its relevance to other language acquisition contexts and overlooking valuable insights from diverse educational settings.
In regarding to my real-life examples, such as those of Jane and Yi Yi, in fact, underscore the significance of exposure to diverse languages and cultural integration in fostering language proficiency. Jane's upbringing in a multilingual environment, where she acquired Mandarin, Malay, and English, underscores the benefits of early exposure to diverse linguistic stimuli. Although Mandarin is her most fluent language due to familial interactions, her formal education in Malay and English has enhanced her reading abilities in both languages. Similarly, Yi Yi's upbringing in a Chinese-speaking household in France highlights the role of cultural affinity in shaping language preferences and competence. While proficient in Mandarin, her exposure to French at school and English in academic contexts has broadened her linguistic repertoire. Both cases exemplify the dynamic interplay of familial influences, educational environments, and individual language development trajectories.
It is noteworthy that neither Jane nor Yi Yi's parents actively fostered their bilingualism, resulting in challenges during the acquisition of additional languages. This underscores the importance of proactive language education practices within families to mitigate obstacles in future language learning endeavors (De Houwer A, 2021) .
These anecdotal narratives align with existing literature emphasizing the pivotal role of home and educational environments in shaping bilingual proficiency(Hamers and Blanc 2000). While extensive research has explored familial language practices, there remains a notable gap in establishing comprehensive frameworks for nurturing bilingual children. Addressing this gap necessitates interdisciplinary collaboration among educators, linguists, and psychologists to develop holistic approaches that consider individual learning styles and sociocultural variables.
In conclusion, Baker's research on bilingual education offers valuable insights into its complexities and implications. However, to fully harness the benefits of multilingualism, concerted efforts are required to develop comprehensive language education frameworks that encompass various learning contexts and accommodate individual differences. By bridging the divide between theory and practice, stakeholders can effectively support the linguistic development of future generations in an increasingly interconnected world.
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