[bookmark: _GoBack]
 TRDL7074 Paul and His Letters

Essay Questions


1. Paul’s letters bear evidence of his theologizing, but his statements in the letters are not to be interpreted merely as theological statements. Critically discuss with particular reference to 1 Corinthians.

2. Paul’s call as apostle to the gentiles took place within Judaism and he did not intend to become the founder of a new religion. Critically discuss with reference to relevant passages in the Pauline letters.

3. ‘But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, a wild shoot …were grafted in their place to share the richness of the olive tree, do not boast over the branches.’ Critically discuss Paul’s theological reflections on Jews and gentiles in his letter to the Romans.

4. The Scriptures of Israel are of fundamental significance for Paul’s theologizing  in light of the Christ-event and in the context of contemporary issues in his  communities. Critically discuss. 

5. Paul claims power over his communities but depicts himself as the ‘least of the apostles’. Critically discuss Paul’s perception of leadership with particular reference to 2 Cor 10-13.

6. Paul does not challenge gender inequality. Is he thus to be perceived as the ‘father of mysogyny’ and as responsible for the continuation of injustice over centuries? Critically discuss with reference to relevant passages in the undisputed Pauline letters.



