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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

 500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Adults who are at a higher risk of abuse or neglect are those with care and support needs such as those with disabilities or older people. They are often targeted due to their vulnerabilities and may not understand that they are victims of abuse; and are less likely to report it. Also, at risk are those with communication difficulties, as they may not be able to tell anyone if they are being abused (SCIE, 2023).
 Safeguarding legislation for adults is included in the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014). The procedures to be followed for this legislation are set out in the Wales Safeguarding Procedures. Professionals have a statutory duty to report to the local authority where there is cause to suspect that an adult may be at risk of or experiencing abuse or neglect, or has care and support needs and as a result are not able to protect themselves from abuse or neglect.
 
Abuse is understood in eight forms of maltreatment but within each of these category’s maltreatment has many indicators. Physical abuse, for example, which is not limited to slapping and kicking but can include inappropriate or unlawful use of restraint can have indicators which might include unexplained injuries or injuries that are inconsistent with the explanation of what happened. Sexual abuse can range from any non-consensual sexual activity to sexual harassment with some possible indicators being bruising in areas such as upper arms, thighs, buttocks and neck. Psychological and emotional abuse, examples of this are preventing someone meeting their religious and cultural needs or cyber bullying. Domestic violence examples include coercive behaviour or ‘honour-based violence and female genital mutilation. Other types of abuse are financial, neglect, self-neglect and modern slavery (SCIE, 2023). After initial screening where it is decided that there are concerns of abuse or neglect, there is a duty on the Local Authority to carry out further enquiries under S126(2) SSWBA (2014) to establish if abuse or neglect has occurred. These should happen within 7 working days. The enquiries should determine the facts of what has happened. The evaluation needs to be person centred and continuously consider if the adult has capacity to make decisions to protect themselves from abuse. Where it is suspected that a crime has taken place, this should be reported to the police. 

The outcome of S.126 enquiries will have three determinations 1. ‘Immediate protection’, 2. ‘The adult is not at risk but may have support needs. 3. ‘Adult at risk and action to protect needed’. Where an adult is a risk and action is needed, a multiagency strategy meeting is held. If the risks can be addressed through planning strategy meetings, then no further action is needed. Otherwise, if the person still has care and support protection needs it is the duty of the local authority and S35 SSWBA 2014 to take action to protect them from abuse or neglect. A protection conference would be necessary to agree a care and support protection plan to ensure the adults safety and reduce any risks. This plan must be reviewed regularly. Once it is agreed by all parties of the protection conference that the risks are reduced, then the safeguarding process comes to an end.
Word count 535





	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work
400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and define a ‘child’ as a person who is aged under 18. The main differences found between adult and children safeguarding is around capacity to consent to intervention by social services. Practitioners should seek the parents’ consent before talking with their child unless there are safeguarding concerns and by doing so could place the child at greater risk. 

A guiding principle of the Safeguarding Wales Procedures is the mental capacity act 2005 which is embedded within safeguarding procedures for adults at risk. The Act sets out that an adult has the right to make their own decisions and it must be presumed that they have capacity, unless there is cause to believe otherwise. An adult has the right to refuse an assessment, but in situations where they lack the capacity to make informed decisions and professionals believe it would be in their best interests then professionals must be able to show that they have tried to support the person to make the decision themselves. Another exception would be if the adult is experiencing (or at risk of experiencing) abuse or neglect but has capacity and is accepting of the situation, then the local authority must assess the situation using the information that it has available to them. These conditions also apply to a child who is aged 16 or 17 years old.  

[bookmark: _Hlk148265279]Where a child under the age of sixteen refuses an assessment there is no presumption of capacity. For the local authority to discharge duty to carry out the assessment it must be satisfied that the child is not at risk of or experiencing significant harm and is capable of making an informed decision SSWBA (Welsh Gov, 2014). The Gillick Competency from the case of Gillick v West Norfolk (1986) sets out that a child has the right to make their own decisions where there is sufficient understanding and intelligence to make their own mind up about decisions that affect them depending on the child’s understanding of the nature of the situation and their level of maturity, in this case the Fraser guidelines apply (NSPCC, 2022). If it’s believed the child is at risk of significant harm the LA must carry out a s47 CA 1989 assessment. However, there is still a duty on the LA to seek the child’s wishes and feelings and consider their views as children have the right to have their views and wishes heard on decisions that affect them under Article 12 UNCRC (1989).

Wordcount 428  
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