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The legal system relies on a complex network of laws, rules, practices, and legal procedures to ensure fair and consistent enforcement of the law, (Smith, 2017). Within this system, lay people have a critical role in upholding justice ideals, shielding defendants from wrongful convictions, and guaranteeing equal treatment for all those involved. The purpose of this article is to investigate the relevance of lay participation in the judicial system, with a particular emphasis on the responsibilities of magistrates and juries. Subsequently, it may obtain a better understanding of the vital contributions provided by laypeople by investigating the recruiting and selection processes for magistrates, as well as the makeup and duties of juries. Moreover, this article will draw attention on references from well-known books and magazines to support the concepts with strong evidence. It will also look at how magistrates and juries assist to the goal of a fair trial and the obstacles that come with their involvement. Overall, the purpose of this article is to emphasize the critical role that laypeople play in ensuring judicial justice within the legal system.
[bookmark: _Toc140531651][bookmark: _Toc140531712]Legislation
Legislation refers to laws issued by a legislative body, such as a parliament or congress, to control and rule society (Levi & Schauer, 2013).
[bookmark: _Toc140531652][bookmark: _Toc140531713]Policies, Legislation, and Practises
 The basic source of law is legislation, which provides the rules and principles that govern society (Smith, 2017). Fundamental rights are secured via legislation. Legislation codifies essential concepts, rights, and obligations, establishing the legal foundation upon which the legal system functions (Merry, 2017). Legislation is adopted by legislative bodies such as parliaments or congresses and goes through a rigorous discussion, amendment, and voting process to guarantee its legality and efficacy.
[bookmark: _Toc140531653][bookmark: _Toc140531714]The Interaction of Legislation, Policies, and Practises: 
Legislation serves as the cornerstone upon which the legal system runs, providing the foundation for policies and practises. Policies are created to interpret and execute legislation, directing the operations of government agencies, regulatory agencies, and organisations. They provide detailed instructions and processes for ensuring that the law is applied consistently in varied settings. Policies serve to bridge the gap between legislation's abstract wording and its actual application in practise. They are critical in fostering consistency and justice by harmonising the interpretation and execution of laws (Merry, 2017).
Policies, on the other hand, influence practises and serve as an embodiment of their execution. They cover a wide variety of activities, such as processes, protocols, enforcement methods, and day-to-day legal system operations. Policies impact practises by modifying them to the individual demands and conditions of different countries, organizations, and legal professionals. They operate as the procedures by which policies are implemented, ensuring that the legislative objectives are realized efficiently (Levi & Schauer, 2013).
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 Precedent Reasoning and Statute Interpretation: Reasoning from precedent entails examining previous court judgements to create legal principles and applying them to present issues. (Murphy 2018). Precedent provides legal decision-makers with guidance and uniformity, ensuring that comparable situations are addressed similarly. The process of interpreting legislation entails examining legislative actions to establish their meaning and intent. In interpreting legislation, courts and legal practitioners analyse the wording, intent, context, and legislative history (Dworkin, 2013). 
[bookmark: _Toc140531655][bookmark: _Toc140531716]Magistrates
Magistrates are judicial authorities who preside over lower-level courts and hear minor civil and criminal cases (Source: "Magistrate - Oxford Reference").
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Magistrates are recruited and appointed through a rigorous selection procedure that is aimed to attract persons from varied backgrounds. The recruiting initiatives are intended to mirror the makeup of society and to encourage diversity within the magistracy. This procedure is defined by legislation and regulations such as the Courts Act 2003, which established the Judicial Appointments Commission. This procedure is defined by legislation and regulations such as the Courts Act 2003, which established the Judicial Appointments Commission, which is responsible for the selection and appointment of magistrates. 
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 Despite efforts to increase diversity, there are still concerns concerning the representation of specific ethnicities among magistrates. The charge that magistrates are too male, too white, too middle-class, and too elderly emphasises the need for continuous reform (Tarrant & Locke, 2018). To address these issues and foster greater diversity within the magistracy, measures such as campaigns and mentorship programmes targeting underrepresented groups have been developed. 
[bookmark: _Toc140531658][bookmark: _Toc140531719]Accusation of Inadequate Representation: 
The charge that judges and juries are too male, too white, too middle-class, and too elderly emphasizes the continual need for diversity and representation. Both entities have made efforts to involve marginalised groups and foster diversity. To address these issues, campaigns, mentorship programmes, and activities focused at recruiting people from different backgrounds have been developed (Roberts, 2016; Marlow, 2019). 
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 Magistrates Magistrates are trained to improve their abilities and expertise, allowing them to make educated and fair decisions (Roberts, 2016). They help to the legal process's fairness by applying the law impartially and guaranteeing openness in decision-making. In contrast, juries play an important role in evaluating evidence, deliberating collectively, and reaching decisions based on facts and the law (Duffy, 2016). Their participation promotes openness, public trust, and justice ideals. 
[bookmark: _Toc140531660][bookmark: _Toc140531721]The Lay System's Difficulties and Fairness
 While lay people play critical roles in ensuring judicial justice, the system faces obstacles. Prejudice, difficulties grasping complicated legal ideas, and errors in rulings are all possible. However, the jury's collective decision-making process, as well as the norms of impartiality and justice, play a role. Continuing efforts to improve diversity and inclusion are required to maintain judicial impartiality and preserve the legal system's successful operation.
[bookmark: _Toc140531661][bookmark: _Toc140531722]Juries 
(Source: "Jury - Black's Law Dictionary") Juries are groups of laypeople chosen to hear evidence and render verdicts in judicial procedures, guaranteeing community participation in the administration of justice.
Being a citizen, satisfying age standards, and having no disqualifications based on criminal background or mental infirmity are normally required to serve on a jury.
[bookmark: _Toc140531662][bookmark: _Toc140531723]Juries' composition and functions: 
Another category of lay people active in the legal system is juries, who play a vital role in ensuring a fair trial. The jury selection procedure seeks to produce a random and unbiased composition of persons from varied backgrounds. Citizenship, age, and residence requirements provide a diverse cross-section of society. Disqualification factors, such as criminal records and conflicts of interest, help to protect the jury system's integrity and impartiality (Jackson & Bradford, 2010). 
[bookmark: _Toc140531663][bookmark: _Toc140531724]Limitations
Jury duty restrictions vary by jurisdiction, but might include exclusions for particular professions, such as attorneys or judges, as well as those with conflicts of interest or personal ties to the case.
[bookmark: _Toc140531664][bookmark: _Toc140531725]Selection and recruitment
The judge and counsel interrogate potential jurors to establish their impartiality and fitness for the case during a procedure known as voir dire. Methods of selection vary, but they frequently include random selection from a pool of eligible persons.
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Bias or prejudice, previous knowledge of the case, or personal relationships with the persons involved may all be grounds for exclusion from jury duty. Furthermore, persons with specific criminal offences are disqualified in some countries.
While the duty of the jury is to hear evidence, assess credibility, and declare guilt or innocence, they do not assure "justice" in the broadest sense. Their job is to make a decision based on the facts offered, while adhering to the law and the judge's directions. 
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Trial by jury is intended to improve fairness by embracing varied community opinions and providing a protection against potential prejudice or misuse of authority. It is not without restrictions, however, and there are questions about juror impartiality, knowledge of complicated legal issues, and the possible effect of biases or stereotypes.
[bookmark: _Toc140531667][bookmark: _Toc140531728]Conclusion
Finally, knowing the complicated interaction between laws, regulations, and practises is critical for understanding the legal system's functioning and efficacy. Legislation is the cornerstone of society, giving the rules and norms that govern it. Policies generated from laws direct decision-making and activities, ensuring that the law is consistently applied. Meanwhile, practises represent the actual implementation and enforcement of legislation and policies, which are influenced by a variety of circumstances.
Lay people, such as magistrates and jurors, play critical responsibilities in ensuring judicial impartiality throughout the legal system. The recruiting and selection procedures, as well as programmes encouraging diversity and inclusiveness, show that attempts are being made to address concerns about underrepresentation. The participation of lay people emphasises openness, public confidence, and the ideals of justice.
While there are problems, such as prejudices and understanding complicated legal issues, the collective decision-making process of jurors and the devotion of magistrates contribute to the judicial system's impartiality. Efforts to increase diversity and inclusion are critical to guaranteeing judicial impartiality and the efficient operation of the legal system. To summarise, the legal system relies on a careful mix of legislation, rules, and practises, with laypeople's participation helping to maintain justice and fairness. However, in order to sustain the integrity and efficacy of the legal system, it is critical to confront difficulties and strive for improvements on a regular basis. We may increase public trust and confidence in the pursuit of justice for all parties involved by doing so.
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