	
	
	



Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing 

According to (Fromiti, 2018) their outlook on classical criminology explains that everyone has their free will to decide what choices they make if the choice is for good or bad. “The choice of people will be from applying the pain-pleasure-principle where people will act according to maximizing their pleasure and minimizing pain for them self” this shows that if the criminal finds a crime that is low risk and high rewards the chances that he may do it even though it may affect someone's life drastically but it will improve his by selling on whatever he has stolen and getting the money for doing something that took him a possibly 30 mins to do. (Sage, 2020, p. 3) States that the classical theory refers back to when they highlight a free will and rationality on the person doing the crime. Before the classical theory there was a plethora of crimes that were submitted to the death penalty with around 100 crimes. However, with the realisation that theft and murder aren't on the same level of severity the penalty policy was created to change how people get punished. Classical Criminology help us understand people's behaviour as humans. (Masterclass, 2023) Shows that classical criminology has 3 main principles such as a clear system of justice, this shows that having a guidance on what crime gets what punishment allows people to understand what would happen to them if they got caught and how life would be for them after the crime was committed. The second principle is a Fair and Equal Treatment, this means that the crime meets the punishment an example of this is where if someone stole a phone and got caught the punishment for stealing won't be the death penalty however the maximum penalty for theft is seven years. The final principle is Swift punishment, this means that when a punishment in prolonged through trials it would show a grey area and that the criminal justice system isn't up to standard as it should be so the by making the punishment quick it shows that there is a definitive consequence for committing crime, this could help to lower the crime rates. Bentham and Beccaria believed the way that the criminal justice system and the central part of the law contributes to the happiness to members of the society is through reducing the amount of crime. They believe that criminal acts that brought harm to others caused unhappiness within the society. Their theory is that with a society that has punishments for crimes that are comminated the overall happiness will increase, which they want the most happiness for their society.

Different models of Evidence Based Policing 
Problem orientated policing (POP) is known as problem solving policing. The police use POP in order to identify a specific problem through the use of an analysis which will help officers better understand the problem at hand, POP can be used in any crime however officers should not look at it as an alternative to an intervention in the crime reduction toolkit however they should look at it as a coexistence with them. The collage of policing have said that through the use of POP they have found a “small but meaningful, statistically significance effect on crime” (Problem-oriented policing 2017)
SARA is a problem solving model used within evidence based policing. SARA stand for Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment. By using the SARA module it includes a step by step process on how to identify, analyse and respond to problems which may occur within the community. Here will be a breakdown of each step. 
Scanning – Scanning involves identifying problems within the community as its important to understand the place which any crime may be taking place to ensure safety for all. 
Analysis – This step allows you to gather and analysing data to ensure you have a better understanding of the problem at hand. The data gathered can included information such as crime statistics, community surveys and other sources of information's which could be helpful for the police. 
Response – As soon as the problem have been identified and analysed the team will begin to develop a response. Reponses can be range from strategies which can prevent it happen again, enforcing the law and locking the people up and also engaging with the community will help as they can be the biggest help within an investigation. 
[bookmark: _Int_a3NSY1nv]Assessment – This step is here to help evaluate the effectiveness of the response that was taken placed to help the community. They do this by collecting information and data to determine whether the problem was solved and to see whether or not it was effective. 
The SARA model is an extremely useful tool for evidence-based policing as it allows police officers and other agencies they share their information with to use data to acknowledge and identify the problems and being able to evaluate them by the responses. This is done by the importance of collecting and analysing data to inform the decision making. Through the use of this police departments can develop more effective strategies for addressing other crimes within the area or another new area and communities (Problem-solving policing 2022). 
Hotspot policing is another form of evidence-based policing which allows the police to focus on key areas and identify the high crime areas or “hotspots” as they are also known. This allows the police to allocate their resources to the areas in need in order to help prevent crimes within the area. The overall idea of Hotspot policing is that by focusing on the area's with the high levels of crime police can have more of an impact within the community creating it safer for everyone that lives within the area. This allows the police to greatly impact the reduction of crime better than if they were to spread out their resources evenly across all the community's.  
Key points of Hotspot policing. 
1. Identifying hotspots - To identify an hotpot area the police takes into account areas with a high level of crime, crime statistics and calls for service whilst also using some other methods to help determine hotspots 
2. Focusing resources – Once a hotspot has been identified, police can focus their resources on those areas. The police focus their resources by patrolling the area in more frequent manner, using the camera within the area to monitor the activity or talk and use the people of the community as they are ones that would want to better their areas.  
3. Evaluating effectiveness – This step is important as it shows whether the extra resources going towards that area are actually decreasing the amount of crime and improving the life of everyone within (Hot spots policing 2022). 
Through using POP we can understand the rationality part of classical criminology which is where people consider the potential risk and reward before engaging in a crime, Police forces that are using POP are able to analyse the crime patterns, offenders behaviour and environmental factors to identify the problem making it more likely for police intervention which can be helped by problem solving where by identifying the underlying problem can help effect criminal behaviour which can cause long term solutions. With SARA the rational concept in classical criminology aligns with analysis stage, where the data is collected to understand the nature and extent of the problem. Through the use of this data –driven approach allows police to identify patterns, trends and hotspots. Overall classical criminology theories continue to inform modern policing modules such as POP and SARA These models are used as data-driven strategies and evidence-based interventions to address crime effectively. Aligning with the core principles of classical criminology laid down by Bentham and Beccaria
Drug crime applying the ideas of evidence based policing and classical criminology
Drug crime is a complex issue that can be approached using both evidence based policing and classical criminology. 
Evidence-based policing focuses on the use of data and research to inform decision making. When you look at it from a drug crime prospective you will need to focus on understanding the nature and the scope of the problem at hand, as well as evaluating the effectiveness of different strategies to deal with the problem. As an example police departments could use the statistics and other sources of data to identify areas with high levels of drug crimes such as using Hotspots as spoken about earlier. Through using police resources they are able to help tackle this problem by doing stuff like community policing or problem-solving orientated policing
Classical criminology theory of deterrence emphasized punishment as a deterrent to create future law breakers to committing crimes. For a example in drug dealing, if you were to arrest an individual it can create a deterrence for future people to begin dealing. However only relying on arresting people to deter people from beginning selling wouldn’t be enough. Policymakers and police officers must integrate another method which helps deter drug related crimes as some people may not find prison to scary.  
Strength and weaknesses or classical criminology 
Strengths: 
1. Emphasis on the rule of law: classical criminology shows how important the rule of law is for the prevention of crime. This means that the criminals are punished according to the law and that punishment can also be on how severe of the crime that was committed 
2. Deterrence theory: The core of this theory is that it highlights the importance of deterrence in preventing crime. This means that the idea threat of punishment can deter people from not wanting to commit the crimes (The Classical School of Criminology 2022). 
Weaknesses: 
1. Lack of attention to social factors: classical criminology focuses on a individuals decision making and the severity of the punishment of the crime can hinder their decision. However it is ignoring the social factors that drive people to become a criminal, this all contributes to their criminal behaviour as someone who lives in poverty and or lack of education and job opportunities can lead people into committing a crime. 
2. Limited perspective on human behaviour: Classical criminology assumes that we are all born the same and have the same rational actors who make decisions on self-interest, however not 2 same people are alike and it can all range from small difference to people suffering a from mental illness, or someone who is emotional at the current time and makes a rational decision (UNODC, 2018). 
Strength and weaknesses of evidence based policing 
Strength 
1. Focus on effectiveness: Evidence based policing shows the importance of using data and research to evaluate the effectiveness of models that may be used. This can help the police to find better ways to help with effectiveness and implement strategies that are most likely to produce a positive outcome 
2. Promotes transparency: Evidence based policing help promote transparency by having a clear objective for each of their basis. This can help reduce and potential for bias or discrimination within the police force (College of policing, No date). 
Weaknesses
1. Limited data available: One problem that may occurre from Evidence based policing is that there may not be enough data to analyse from and create a inform decision. This can be especially true for departments which are smaller than others or those that lack the resources. They are also unable to use the statistics of somewhere else as solving the problem may be different compared to their community and someone else's close by. 
2. Difficulty of measuring outcomes: Measuring the effectiveness of police practices can be difficult as the police may not know if the outcome were caused by them or whether or not something else may have caused it. Through this it makes it more difficult for police to know if it was them and their intervention was successful (Alfredo, 2020). 
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