                                                                                                   Kaiyahn Mcleod-White
Critically discuss the importance of gender and status, as well as the concepts of dominance and passivity in relation to Roman sexuality.

In Ancient Rome, sexuality was not understood in the way that it is in modern day society. Ancient sexuality was defined by status opposed to exclusive sexual preference. The concept of homosexuality and heterosexuality in relation to human history is fairly new, with definitions coming in around the mid/late 1900s. Heterosexuality and Homosexuality are sexual identities in which erotic and sexual desires are developed exclusively towards members of the same or opposite sex. Ancient sexuality, however, was more focused on the passive and dominant roles in sex, rather than gender which was not typically an issue unless it was two males of the same status (i.e., another roman citizen). In Roman society the norm for men's sexuality was dominant and the passive side regularly aligned with women with few exceptions to the rule such as slaves (male or female). Males had to be dominant during sex as it showed their power and influence over their partner, whilst the passive person accepted whatever happened to them without any resistance or response. 
       Sexuality as a concept was also quite different in Ancient Rome, for example in order for a man to assume the passive role during sex he would have to surrender his masculinity, and he would then be considered feminine. Furthermore, sexually active women were seen as abnormal since women were supposed to be passive. Sexual activity for women outside of marriage was condemned, however, in Ancient Rome women were also seen as insatiable and unable to control their sexual appetites. 
       There were large numbers of prostitutes who were deemed infamis, many of whom had become prostitutes because of current or ex-enslavement and some were even daughters and wives. There were two types of sexual slavery; patronage and prostitution. Patronage was a distinct relationship between the Patronus and their clients. This was a hierarchal relationship with mutual obligations. The patron was supposed to protect, sponsor and be a benefactor for the client, the official term for this protection was patrocinium. Typically, the client would have been of lower social class but it is possible for the client to be of the same societal rank, however, the patron would be wealthier, more powerful, or prestigious enough to help the client. Prostitutes, however, engaged in sex only for money and therefore would have had to pay tax and have a lower societal rank than patronages. Prostitutes would be gathered in public places such as baths, theatres stadiums and circuses. It is hard to tell the degree of coercion or cooperation through Roman literature, but we do know that there was a list which you had to register on to be a prostitute.
       Ancient roman sexual ethics were bound to ideas of male domination, masculinity, and the endorsement of the Greek pursuit of beauty. The Greek pursuit of beauty can be defied as a specific aesthetic that was idealized for women or men. The male body was idealized to be muscular, with an athletic physique and a universal Greek nose whereas the female body was represented with a soft silhouette, long legs and hair, round buttocks and a gentle face.
        To comprehend the sexual ethics of Ancient Rome you must analyze the sexual activities and the interpersonal relationships separately, this allows you to understand their attitudes from a social standpoint. For example, when a man was married it was only considered adultery if the other person was a roman citizen, so if he is sleeping with a slave or a foreigner whilst exercising some sexual restraint, he was not breaking any roman law. This was of course not the case for women especially because the legitimacy of children within that marriage may be questioned. Modernly adultery would be described as “voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and someone who is not their spouse.” This is not to say that there were not any marriages based on love however they were vaguely recorded in historical records. This illustrates clear differences between social and legal attitudes towards sexuality in society, though I may note this is to a significant extent due to the shift from Polytheism to Christianity. 
In Ancient Rome being a homosexual was seen as an Ancient Greek import as was Greek pederasty. Pederasty in Ancient Greece can be described as a socially accepted romantic relationship between an older male and a teen boy, a concept which was adapted by the Ancient Romans. However, at first was only acceptable if the older man was a freeborn roman citizen and the boy was a foreigner or a slave. The acceptance of homosexual acts was eventually extended to adult men both freed and enslaved. There was still, however, legal, and social prohibition on sex with and between free-born boys. Lex Scantinia was an ancient roman law that was used to penalize a sex crime against a freeborn roman male minor citizen. This law is also interpreted to have been used to prosecute adult roman male citizens who willingly underwent the passive role in intercourse with other men.
       According to Ancient Roman law, “status” was purely in reference to one's legal status and not their position or how they were perceived in society. “Status civatis” was the term used to describe someone who is a Roman citizen, and a freed man would have the title “status liberatus” If he was the head of the family he would be called “Pater Familias”and if a man had a certain position in the family, it was known as “status familiae” or as a lower family member” filli familias.” Class structure in Ancient Rome was ritualistic and official. There were records kept of each class and to move up you tended to have to have been well educated and possibly wealthy, wealth alone was not enough to move classes. The three most fundamental divisions within Roman society were slaves, non-citizens, and citizens. Women and men had dissimilar roles in society, women did not have the same legal status as men even though they would have both been Roman citizens. According to Roman law women and girls were nearly always under male authority, whether that be a husband, paterfamilias (male head of the household) or a legally appointed guardian. In every part of a women's life there would typically be a man would be in control though she may decide to pass the control from one man to another, usually from father to husband. This really shows that men were in charge and the women of this time were looked at like possessions or objects. 
      The Ancient Romans openly practiced forms of paedophilia simply because it was not regarded as morally wrong or illegal as it is in the modern day. Several types of peadophilia were common among nobles and some saw them as rites of passage for the young people who were involved in these acts. As previously noted, pederasty was not uncommon and further homosexuality, but what changed?
        Over time views on sex in the roman empire changed as Roman Polytheism ended and Christianity became the official religion of the empire. Constantine was the first Christian roman emperor; he stopped the persecution of Christians within the roman empire. Constantine was accountable for legalizing Christianity within the roman empire. He became the protector of the church and a patron for Christianity. Flavius Theodosius made Christianity the official religion of Rome in 380. By the end of the fourth century, the greater part of the roman empire had converted to Christianity even after it being split in half by emperor Diocletian some 90 years before. From an archaeological perspective you can see the change in sexual preferences and attitudes on artifacts such as pottery and statues. Erotic statues and paintings were shipped to museums without being properly recorded, some pieces of art were even deliberately destroyed. There was an “Elite” anxiety about sex which entailed published detailed medical threats about the “pitfalls” of excessive sex, however, lots of ancient texts came from the elitists therefore it did not reflect the behavior of those with lower social ranking.
       Overall, it is clear to see that the concept of sexuality was not understood in Ancient Rome as it is today. Sexuality was defined by dominance, status, passivity and gender, these were the four defining factors in relation to ancient sexuality. At its peak (before Christianity) it is clear to see that they are all separate entities with their own boundaries within ancient sexuality, but they all complimented each other clearly and accordingly in order for society to understand. There was no Heterosexual or Homosexual as such, but a clear understanding of who was allowed to do what and with whom. The fluidity within and attitudes towards sexuality changed drastically over the roman empire because of religion, however, there are clear parallels between ancient roman sexuality and modern-day society. Of course, there are parts of ancient sexuality that are deemed morally wrong or even illegal in modern day society, (for example pedophilia) but many of the same types of relationships still exist.  
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