The Cult of the Dioscuri in Sparta - Wiki Reply

[bookmark: _GoBack]This paper will focus upon the second section of the wiki “How were the children of Leda connected to Sparta?” The section is on the Cult of the Dioscuri in Sparta and argues that the cult played a significant part in Sparta society, notably, the Agoge, military, and kingship. However, improvements can be made in this piece as it is unclear in parts of how the cult actually functioned, as the wiki section is missing the key element of how the cult came to be. This information is not mentioned in other parts of the wiki so cannot be later linked or explained by further reading into the other wiki pieces. Therefore, these issues will be considered in this reply that will be a negative reflection on the wiki as well as arguing the importance of how the Dioscuri came to be and the lack of specific detail given on how the cult actually functioned. 
The first part of the wiki gives the reader an overview of who the Dioscuri are, by mentioning that the Dioscuri are half-brothers, having the same mother (Leda) but different fathers. Pollux is the son of Zeus and Castor is the son of the Spartan King Tyndareus.[footnoteRef:1] This statement is debatable, as two other myths put the brothers as full siblings, one myth states that they were both fathered by Zeus[footnoteRef:2] while another state they were both fathered by Tyndareus (the brothers are sometimes referred to as the ‘Tyndarid’ the sons of Tyndareus[footnoteRef:3] opposed to the ‘Dioscuri’ the sons of Zeus[footnoteRef:4]).[footnoteRef:5] The first part of the wiki also explains that the brothers had other siblings, notably Helen of Troy, as well as mentioning what the brothers were famed for while they were still alive.  [1:  Witczak 2018: 58-59; Apollod. 3.10.7]  [2:  Létoublon 2011: 30]  [3:  Vahanyan (date not stated):3  ]  [4:  Eleni Rovithis-Livaniou and Petros Rovithis 2014: 134-135]  [5:  Witczak 2018: 58-59] 

The third part of the wiki touches upon the cause of the Dioscuri deaths without mentioning that, as a result of the conflict between Lynceus and Idas with the Dioscuri, both sets of siblings die. This is the key element that is missing in the wiki that needed to be mentioned in the second section, to make more sense of the subject for the reader.  
The Cult of the Dioscuri was formed by their sister Helen, after the deaths of the Dioscuri.[footnoteRef:6] Before this the Dioscuri were not deified as they were still men and not (depending on which myth you chose to believe[footnoteRef:7]) both immortal beings. This needed to be explained at the beginning of the second section, because reading through the section it implies that the Dioscuri were alive while Spartan boys were going through the Agoge and while the Spartan military were on campaign. However, this is not the case as it is only after their deaths that the Dioscuri became defied and figures to look up to and to seek help from. The confusion on whether the Dioscuri are alive or not comes from the first statement made in the section about how the brothers live one day in Mount Therapne and the other in Olympus. Upon the brother’s deaths, a deal was made with Zeus that Pollux (the demi-god) would be able to share his immortality with his brother Castor (who was born entirely mortal) as long as they altered from one day to the next between the realm of the dead (Hades domain) and Olympus, with the gods.[footnoteRef:8] This myth contradicts what the wiki is stating, but the myth does firmly establish the brothers as passed over immortals rather than immortals that are currently alive and on earth. [6:  Alexandra Rozokokoi 2011: 65; Poole 1994: 32]  [7:  Létoublon 2011: 30; Vahanyan (date not stated):3; Eleni Rovithis-Livaniou and Petros Rovithis 2014: 134-135; Witczak 2018: 58-59]  [8:  Lucian: 255] 

With this in mind, another aspect which is missing from the wiki is that after their deification they become associated with the two brightest stars in the constellation of Gemini.[footnoteRef:9] This is significant as it explains how the Dioscuri were able to follow the Spartan kings into battle (at least in spirit) as they were watching from on high. The stars are important because the absence of the stars was seen as linked to the battles lost by Sparta,[footnoteRef:10] and at another time lights were seen in a storm, which was interpreted as Zeus sending the brothers as a sign that the troupes would be safe.[footnoteRef:11] [9:  Eleni Rovithis-Livaniou and Petros Rovithis 2014: 137-138]  [10:  Olga Palagia 2006: 207; Plut. Lys. 18.1 ]  [11:  Eleni Rovithis-Livaniou and Petros Rovithis 2014: 141; Diod 477-478 ] 

Having established that the cult was formed after their deification, the wiki can now be analysed more clearly, to see how much the Dioscuri actually impacted upon Sparta’s society. Insofar as the first part of the wiki, it would be fair to agree with the statement that the boys within the Agoge possibly looked up to the Dioscuri as role models. However, this is not linked to previous information given in the first section of the wiki, which would make sense of this; Castor was a strong warrior and Pollux was a great boxer, with both of them being master horse riders, these would therefore be skills worth admiration. In addition, the boys in the Agoge would possibly have admired the Dioscuri because they were the deities that would follow the boys on military campaign with the Spartan kings, so they would be glad of their support.[footnoteRef:12]      [12:  Farnell 1921: 196; Marshall Sahlins 2011: 71-72] 

Some evidence was missing on the differences between Castor and Pollux and how the cult perceived and worshiped them both differently and together. In particular there was no information on the different temples to the two different brothers, the festivals[footnoteRef:13] and other practices[footnoteRef:14], and no expanded explanations of the reasons why the playing of the flute is only attributed to Castor, and why the war dance was developed in the name of the Dioscuri.[footnoteRef:15] Therefore, some expansion and clarity on these points would be helpful. [13:  Farnell 1921: 107; Lykesas and Ioannis 2005: 14-16; Paus. 4.27.2 ]  [14:  Marshall Sahlins 2011: 76]  [15:  Lykesas and Ioannis 2005: 14-16] 

In conclusion, whilst the wiki, as a whole was very informative, and section two did focus on the cult of Dioscuri in some detail, there was the need for clarity on the fact that the Dioscuri were dead prior to the cult being formed, and that this was integral to make sense of many of the other points put forward about the cult. It is particularly important to note that the idea of the two brothers being immortalised in the stars was omitted from this wiki entirely and yet this was central to the ongoing contact between the Spartans and the Dioscuri, so without this factor the cult could have just fizzled out. In addition, what the cult actually stands for is hard to make sense of, as the two brothers who are the Dioscuri are hard to differentiate between and yet they have different skills and strengths which are represented in different temples and traits which the cult looked to, so this could have been made more clear. On the whole this wiki section was somewhat confusing, and whilst points were put forward which were interesting and informative, they were not directly apparent or well connected to each other. 
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