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Terrorism is a term that is often widely used in our society. There is no definite definition of terrorism. The United Nations have battled with deciding on a widely accepted definition of terrorism, yet what can be agreed on is the disturbance of peace caused by terrorism (Shariatmadari, 2015). However, there are many different terms used around the world to describe terrorism, this makes deciding who is and isn't a terrorist difficult. The UK has their own definition of terrorism, which is that ‘Terrorism is the use or threat of action, both in and outside the UK, designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate the public’ (CPS, 2007). To put it into a wider perspective, those who bring fear upon others could be described as a terrorist. Terrorism does not have to be physical, threatening can be classed as terrorism too. Some terrorist wear fake suicide vests while carrying out some attacks to cast fear upon the public creating chaos. Having a definition for the term terrorism will allow a legal framework to help identify threats and overcome them in the future, allowing our emergency services to prepare for attacks. 
Due to the fact that there is no worldwide definition of terrorism, it makes it hard to determine who is and isn’t one. Over the years, there have been so many subjects that fall under the circumstances of being a terrorist that is it nearly impossible to produce an accurate definition of terrorism in our current day. Over the years terrorism has developed which has also made it harder to define it, it now includes politics and phycological contributes which adds to the difficulty of defining and broadens the prospects of a definition being made (Bruce, 2013). Alex Schmid and Albert Johnman wanted to look at defining terrorism from an academic approach. Schmid created his own definition that involved various responses from scholars. Schmid also reported the many different elements that contribute towards terrorism, he gathered information from 109 different definitions of terrorism and ranked words and phrases that were frequently used in the different definitions. His findings were large as many of the same words were often repeated, some of the phrases used the most were violence or force, with 85% of reports using those terms, 65% used political, 51% used fear, 47% used threat, and psychological effects, which was used in 41.5% of reports (Weinberg et al. 2004). Everyone seems to know what goes into terrorism, even though no definite definition has been created. If a global definition was to be produced, then there would be a better understanding of what terrorism actually is. Therefore, leading to a way we can properly tackle the issue.
There are many different terrorist organisations around the world, one of the largest and most well-known is the Islamic state, or more commonly known as ISIS. The Islamic state is a terrorist organisation who were created in 1999 by its founder Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, Zarqawi later died in 2006. The Islamic state terrorist organisation became more profoundly known in 2014 after claiming large amounts of territory in Syria and Iraq. In 2015 the number of those involved in the Islamic state terrorist organisation was between the numbers of 20,000 and 32,000 militants located in Syria and Iraq. They are known for their mass killings, inhumane activities and causing threat and fear upon citizens from all over the world (BBC, 2015). The ideology of the Islamic state involves political and religious beliefs, the violent acts that are committed by their organisation are done to promote fear into people’s lives. Those who are members of the Islamic state are Muslims, their beliefs are so strongly motivated that their goal is to take over the world and convert everyone to their religion. The Islamic state is driven solely by causing violence and destruction to others who do not have the same beliefs as themselves. They believe that those who do not follow the Quarn should be killed. Therefore, the Islamic state commits mass killings to make their point very clear to their intended ordinance (Wood, 2015). The Islamic state have been responsible for a number of different attacks that have taken place over the years in many different locations around the world, including the UK. One of the most well-known attacks that occurred in the UK was the Westminster attack, this attack took place on the 22nd March 2017 on the London bridge. A lone wolf terrorist named Khalid Masood frantically drove a vehicle that he had hired into pedestrians on the London bridge. Reaching a speed of over 70mph, he mounted the pavement with the intent to take as many lives as possible. The attacker took the lives of six people and injured a further 50. After the attacker drove onto the pavement on the London bridge, he crashed into a railing a few metres away from exiting the bridge. From here, he set on foot armed with a knife heading towards the Palace of Westminster. The attacker was confronted by a police officer who sadly lost his life from a stabbing carried out by the attacker. After a long 2 minutes, the attack was finally over as Khalid Masood was shot dead. Another devastating attack carried out by the Islamic state that took place in the UK was the Manchester arena bombing (BBC, 2017). On 22nd May 2017, another lone wolf attack took place in the Manchester area on the night of a popular song artist's concert, Ariana Grande. The attacker, named Salman Ramadan was an Islamic extremist. The attacker waited until the end of the concert to target those who were exiting the arena. Here, he set off his homemade bomb which he had created to shoot out nails and bits of metal debris once the explosion had gone off, killing twenty-three people including himself. A further 800+ people were injured either physically or physiologically due to the bombing that night (Coyle, 2017). Lone wolf attacks are commonly seen in the UK. Lone wolf attackers are linked with big terrorist organisations but commit terror attacks individually. The reason why lone wolf attacks are more common is because they are harder to detect. When one person is working alone. Due to the lack of communication lone wolf attackers have with others; they are able to keep a low-profile. They also have their own ideologies and motivations which can also be hard to detect. A mixture of religion and politics is the usual cause of a lone wolf attack. However, not all lone wolf attacks are carried out by individuals involved in existing terrorist organisations. Some mentally unstable people may see attacks made by big organisations and want to carry out their own attacks (Kaati, 2011).
The Islamic state use their methods of attacking very strategically. The use of social media by the Islamic state to convert regular citizens was one of their main forms of recruitment. The Islamic state expose propaganda to its intended audience over social media in hopes of radicalising people over the internet to join their terrorist organisation (Ward, 2018). Radicalisation is the process that an individual takes to convert to an extremist organisation group. Anyone can be radicalised from anywhere across the world and at any age, some of the most influential people who become affected by radicalisation are younger people. Young people are more likely to stumble across ideological engagement through means such as social media or even video games. These individuals will experience grooming online and manipulation from trained members of the terrorist organisations. It is also possible that the use of violence may be threated to place fear amongst people. Vulnerable people are those who are most likely to be radicalised, those who are easily influenced will be tricked by members of the organisations. Some individuals may disclose the brutality behind their goals in order to recruit more people. Another factor that can lead to someone converting could be a major catalyst event that takes place within their own lives. If someone is getting bullied, they may see radicalisation as an only option for them to be accepted by others (NSPCC, 20201).
Shamima Begum was one of three girls who lived in London who travelled to Syria to join the Islamic state terrorist organisation. Shamima was 15 when she chose to leave the UK in 2015. Shamima claims to have been groomed and exploited online by members of the Islamic state to convince her to join their organisation. Upon arriving in Syria, Shamima soon married a recruit of the Islamic state who went on to be the father of her children, who all lost their lives while in Syria (Yusef et al. 2019). Shamima gained the public eyes attention when she pleaded to come back to the UK as she explained she was living in total fear amongst the Islamic state and that they were controlling and abusive towards her. She also claims that she was unaware of their violent acts, however, she spoke openly about the Manchester bombing where she said that the attack was justified as women and children had died in Syria too. Shamima also made a statement saying that the Manchester attack was a “two-way thing really because women and children are being killed in Islamic state right now and it’s kind of retaliation” (Dearden, 2019). Due to her lack of remorse, the statement caused fury within the British public, and they demanded she should not be allowed to return to the UK. When Shamima chose to leave, she lost her UK citizenship, meaning she cannot just return to the UK. Her plea to return to the UK has recently been denied by the Supreme Court (BBC, 2021). The counter terrorism and security act 2015 was created to help the UK respond to terrorism threats and also obstructs individuals who want to return to the UK after leaving to participate in terrorist organisations. The act also allows for better control on our boarders and law enforcement by giving our police force the ability to seize passports in order to investigate an individual's visit or return to the UK (Gov.UK, 2014). Section 5 of the counter terrorism and security act states that an individual must receive a permit to return to the UK. Not everyone can receive a permit, however if you do, you must comply with orders that are within your permit. If you fail to cooperate with the demands on your permit, then you can be denied entry to the UK (Legislation, 2015). Before the counter terrorism and security act was released, the terrorism act 2000 was created. The terrorism act 2000 was formed from previous acts that had been created tackling the issue of terrorism, with the aim of reforming and extending powers in the UK. It brings together other acts to give a clear outlook on terrorism and how it should be dealt with and prevented by making legal changes to how terrorism cases should be handled. Although the act is designed to give overall instruction on how terrorism should be dealt with, it can be difficult to follow due to the fact the act has been amended many times (Horne, 2010). Another legislation that allows the UK to effectively respond to terrorism threats is the Civil contingencies act 2004. The aim of this legislation is to create a framework relating to civil protection within the UK. The act contains roles and responsibilities that are laid out clearly for emergency services when preparing and responding to terror attacks. The responders connected to terrorist attacks in the UK are split into two categories within the civil contingencies act. Category 1 are the emergency responders that are at the importance of the response, such as the emergency services, and category 2 are the responders who are responsible for the civil protection duties. This includes assessing the emergency to respond appropriately, creating a plan to deal with the situation and share out any information they have gathered to other local authorities who respond (Gov.UK, 2013).
There are five different threat levels that are used in the UK to distinguish how likely it would be for the UK to experience another terrorist attack. These five levels are: low, moderate, substantial, severe and critical. Currently, the UK is at level three which is substantial. This means that it is likely that an attack may happen (Metropolitan Police, 2021). Over the years the UK has been a decrease in terrorist attacks, however it has been mentioned that the Uk should always be prepared in case of an attack. The UK cannot predict an attack however it can properly prepare for one. The war that is against terrorism will never be defeated. Although an attack from the Islamic state is moderate, the organisation is still very active in Syria and Iran. They still pose a threat to the rest of the world and will seek to perform an attack once again (Cordesman, 2020). 
When deciding is the Islamic state fits the criteria to be deemed a terrorist organisation or not, there is a clear argument that they should be labelled as terrorists. Anyone who deliberately intends to act out violent acts or threaten violent acts has the right to be labelled as aa terrorist. Even though there is no definite definition for terrorism, everyone seems to understand the idea behind what makes a terrorist. Members of the Islamic state are devoted to their religion and have tunnel vision to reach their goals, they are prepared and show no remorse in carrying out their attacks in various locations around the world. Brining fear amongst individuals with the threat or act of violence is enough to call the Islamic state a terrorist organisation. Therefore, it is important that a worldwide definition of terrorism should be created, it will allow for organisations such as Islamic state to be properly identified, allowing effective international cooperation and the correct responders to minimise the effects of the organisation and the terrorism threats that they pose as much as possible.
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