Ways of thinking (ADDA4022)
Essay: Identify and discuss two art movements and evaluate through their differences and similarities the worldviews and principles they propose

Impressionism  
[bookmark: _Int_TtJfUnti]‘By definition, impressionism is a 19th century avant-garde art movement that originated in France as a reaction against the established art of the French academy and the government sponsored annual exhibitions’ (Shira Wolfe)
Various painters who were rejected by the art establishment, defiantly set up their own exhibition which included Claude Monet, Pierre Auguste Renoir, Camille Pissarro and Edgar Degas. Impressionism was an attempt to accurately and objectively capture the momentary influences of colour and light in the world of vision by using visible brushstrokes. 
The Impressionists, drawing inspiration from Gustave Courbet, sought to expand the range of things that could be painted in order to become realist painters. They moved away from representations of idealised shapes and flawless symmetry and focused instead on reality as they perceived it, which was flawed in many different ways.


Surrealism
[bookmark: _Int_EvqmGNHw]‘Surrealism is an artistic movement that has had a lasting impact on painting, sculpture, literature, photography and film. Surrealists were inspired by Sigmund Freud’s theories of dreams and the unconscious. They believed insanity was the breaking of the chains of logic, and they represented this idea in their art by creating imagery that was impossible in reality. Juxtaposing unlikely forms onto unimaginable landscapes’. (p1)
[bookmark: _Int_cgghG9Sw]The Dadaist writer André Breton's 1924 Surrealist manifesto is credited with officially launching surrealism, however the movement actually emerged in 1917 due to Giorgio de Chirico's paintings, which depicted hallucinogenic street scenes. This art movement was a descendant of dada. Dada was an early 20th century art movement with very strong political undertones. Dadaism was a reaction to the war, and they thought of it as ‘anti-art’. 

[bookmark: _Int_frUIkS2b]The main difference between surrealism and impressionism is how they represent reality. Impressionism was a way to show them what they saw in front of them as realistic as possible, however surrealism was a way to express imagination away from reality by creating things that could never be seen. On comparison you can notice the differences in the tone of images. Impressionism is very light and tends to have a happy feel to it by creating the image to seem as if it alive and real it has a nice mood to it. Whereas surrealism is one the makes you feel a bit more mysterious by creating things that don’t exist there seem to give off a darker mood.  
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