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Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project: Tick 
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   

Please remove the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Edward D Davies

	STUDENT ID No.: 2320023

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: How does the UK’s CONTEST strategy effect frontline policing? 
INTRODUCTION:
This research question has been and remains to be a very topical area of discussion within the UK. With the recent attacks in Southport, killing 3 children and injuring a further 7 people; the Manchester synagogue attack which killed 2, and the Cambridgeshire Train attack, injuring 10 people. 

The UK anti-terrorism strategy, CONTEST, has remained mostly unchanged since its implementation in 2003 and is it, Prevent, Pursue, Protect, Prepare (PPPP), but how does this effect frontline policing and how well do frontline officers understand their role within CONTEST. From my experience working as a response officer, the knowledge of how CONTEST effects our role and what it actually is, remains to be very limited even in spite of recent attacks and how it has shaped policing as a whole. Despite CONTEST being about counter terrorism I will also take into account mass casualty attacks not linked to terrorism as they often take very similar forms and perpetrators are often referred to counter terrorism services. 

Frontline officers will deal with more members of the public daily, than any other area of policing such as proactive teams. This makes them crucial in identifying would be terrorists and those undergoing radicalisation early on and putting the right support in place for those who need it. 

My current hypothesis is that frontline officers have a very basic understanding of CONTEST, how it effects their day-to-day role, and how they can make a difference within the strategy. From pre-existing research frontline officers play a role in two main areas of CONTEST. These being Prevent and Prepare, thus, I will be focusing on these areas, but I will also take into account the others. 

There is some existing research into how CONTEST, namely Prevent, can be implemented into frontline policing, such as Bahadur Lamb (2014) that found a caring approach had helped with Prevention which is backed by Weisburd, D. et al. (2022) who, more recently, found that good community relations can have a significant impact on terrorist recruitment and radicalisation. These are all principles that can be adopted by all frontline officers, but I have been unable to find any research on how well frontline officers understand this and their role within the rest of the CONTEST strategy. 

This research is important to conduct and review as it could establish gaps in knowledge of frontline officers which could in turn generate further training in areas that need development. This development could in turn, assist in better preventing and dealing with terrorist incidents or mass casualty attacks. 

Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
Give background information around your subject
Justification for your research
Show you have done some reading



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

In my research I will look to clarify:

· What is the role frontline officers have in CONTEST, 
· The effect that the role frontline officers have in CONTEST has on their day-to-day job,
· What is the current knowledge and understanding frontline officers have of CONTEST,

Clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives. 
· The steps you are going to take to answer your research aim or question




	LITERATURE REVIEW:
I will mainly seek to use government reports such as that in 2023 in which the UK Government released a document which details the whole CONTEST strategy and how it works. This will form a large part of introducing CONTEST and how it works into my research paper. 

Already, there is a significant amount of research, and reports on the effectiveness of Prevent and I will look to review a number of these in order to fully gauge the actual importance of understanding Prevent within CONTEST. 
There is also an independent review of PREVENT which details how it is “Not fit for purpose” (home office 2024), which form part of an evaluation I will look to provide of the CONTEST and subsections. As previously stated Weisburd, D. et al. (2022) has done research on the best ways to prevent radicalisation, which will look to back up the importance of CONTEST and its proper use by frontline officers. A great deal of credit can be given to these documents and research as they have provided a large amount of information showing how CONTEST should be affecting a frontline officers role. However, there is a gap in the research of whether it actually does have an effect on their role and how well officers understand this effect. 

The review of Prepare can be done through reports and inquests surrounding terrorist attacks and mass casualty attacks. This will provide adequate information as to if more should be done to prepare frontline officers for the event of serious incident of that degree. 


Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I intend on conducting my research through an online questionnaire with frontline police officers. The online questionnaire will allow the participants to be completely anonymous so any person with gaps in their knowledge will not be worried about backlash as a result. It will also streamline the process, allowing for closed and open questions to be asked. 

I have also considered interviews with frontline officers. However, although this could get me more detail and allow me to go off a specific script; it would take considerably longer, forcing me to have a smaller sample size and decreasing the reliability of my results. 

What research methods are you going to do and why?
Why are they best suited to your research 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
For the purposes of my research I will be considering any officer as frontline if; they are warranted or volunteer, public facing or recently have been, and working on either a neighbourhood team or response team. I will not look to specify years of service, however, will ask questions on the participants job role and years of service for better result analysis. 

Further to this, I will open the questionnaire to sergeants, this is because they need to manage their staff and track their ability to effectively perform, and being aware and having knowledge of their role within CONTEST is a part of their performance.  

Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? Why is this sample the best for your research?


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
One of the main issues with conducting the research is the sensitive nature of terrorism and mass casualty attacks. The research may bring up traumatic memories or negative emotions with those who partake in the research. 

At present I do not believe there is a way around this aside from being sensitive with the wording of the questions and ensuring that the participants know that it is voluntary, ensure they know their right to withdraw, and ensure that all participants are aware of support networks should they need them. 

Opportunity to discuss any ethical problems that you might see or might need to discuss prior to your research. 

	TIME SCALE:
I will to have completed this project at the start June. This will allow me plenty of time to complete each section in sufficient depth and ensure research is conducted properly, while also giving me time to review my work prior submission. 

Standard practice to consider each stage of your research work that you will undertake. 
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