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1. ‘However powerful their sense of cultural and historical identity the Welsh were, in political and economic terms, strictly unionist.’  (Kenneth Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation (Oxford: OUP, 1982), p. 405. 
Discuss the accuracy of this statement by examining economic and politics developments in Wales since 1945. As part of your research for this you will be required to draw upon a number of secondary sources dealing with post-World War Two Wales, including part III of Morgan’s seminal work, the essential reader for this course and the source of the above quote.
The statement that Morgan has made in his writing, that Wales both politically and economically was strictly unionist can be discussed in many different ways. Many different aspects point towards Wales being very unionist as a part of the United Kingdom. Do the people want to stay in the union? Largely, the Government has a large amount of power over the Welsh Government, is it only a small percentage of people that want independence, or even is it just the Government that want Wales to become less unionist. There were many political and economic factors for both possible outcomes, whether Wales is strictly unionist or only partially or could it be a case of whether Wales want to leave their union past behind. Morgan’s seminal work and many other predominantly Welsh writers answer this question through a combination of all their research. It could also be said, is Wales nationalist rather than purely unionist? The aim of this essay is to identify how Wales was strictly unionist at the time of Morgan’s writing and how it has stayed that way since being forced to join the United Kingdom. 
There are two different definitions of the word unionist, one in terms of whether certain people are members of a trade union, however the one meaning that Morgan is meaning in his seminal work is, a person who is in a nations political party who are in favour of staying in the union of Great Britain and do the opposite of becoming an independent country. Therefore, many arguments suggest that Morgan and many others prove how Wales is still largely a unionist country that has their own nationalism with their language and their culture. It is a unionist country that is more or less controlled by the main country involved in this union, England especially when it comes to the political aspect. 
Kenneth Morgan is very well researched into Welsh history. Specifically, as the majority of his writing regards different times in the Welsh history, he has written many books regarding political and economic issues within Welsh history. He is a well-renowned historian and he is very trusted person as many of his books are recommended by university lecturers. He is known for being largely correct in his knowledge, this is also shown by the fact that a quote from his book is used as part of a University module question and it shows he knows what Wales went through at the time. It could even be said he knew what many Welsh people were thinking especially at times like these, where the ballot boxes were out and voting was involved whether that be for independence or for which political party is the best suited for Wales at that time. 
Further, an argument to Wales not being unionist would be that Wales never signed a formal agreement with Scotland or Ireland, it became part of the United Kingdom due to connections with the English crown. This shows that Wales did not have a choice into joining the union of the United Kingdom, whereas Scotland and Ireland had their choice in joining the United Kingdom. Wales got conquered by England in the eighteenth century[footnoteRef:1]. Therefore, Wales did not have a choice, there could be a thought of many people wanting freedom from the United Kingdom as they have been restricted for many centuries. However, a large majority of people in Wales that were able to vote were anti-independence as people did not see any positives in going independent as Wales was and is in a reasonably good position with the backing of the United Kingdom mostly in terms of England, helping and influencing Wales politically.  [1:  K.Morgan, Modern Wales: Politics, Places and People (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1995)] 

Kenneth Morgan claims that Wales is strictly unionist in both political and economic terms. This could be argued purely on the fact that Wales is in a type of union with Scotland, Northern Ireland and England to become the United Kingdom since all countries agreed the acts of union in 1706, that said from the first of May 1707 they will become Great Britain[footnoteRef:2]. Ireland joined in 1800 in their own  Act of Union[footnoteRef:3]. As proven by results on the same page as the quote in the question, claiming that the majority of Wales as a whole voted no to becoming independent. With over forty-six percent voting against independence with all eight counties across Wales in 1979[footnoteRef:4]? Voting against separating from England, Scotland and Ireland.   As stated, Wales has always been a what you could call a safe country as being a part of the United Kingdom, a state with another three countries is a much safer and easier option for both the economy and for the people as a whole. As a 2001 survey indicated that only 11 percent of the Welsh population voted for independence[footnoteRef:5]. In many votes and polls down the years, it has indicated that 85 to 90 percent of the Welsh population have wanted to stay as part of Great Britain.   [2:  Ibid]  [3:  Ibid]  [4:  K.Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation: Wales 1880-1980 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1981)  Pg ]  [5:  Ibid Pg 405] 

An argument against Wales being strictly unionist, is that Britain as a whole is struggling to be very together and unionist. It is claimed that Britain requires national dimension, it also claims that Wales is a nation with many redeeming qualities of statehood itself. Speaking of political parties, the Labour party had a sense of unionism, however, their sense of unionism was based on equal and universal services for every British person. The Labour party itself was a cause of such a sense of unionism in Wales that they have been largely in power in the nation of Wales since the Welsh assembly was created. Twenty years later in 1998, Wales was confirmed as a distinct nation and member of the United Kingdom due to the establishment of the National Assembly of Wales[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  Ibid Pg 406] 

In terms of political parties, Labour had their strength in both Wales and Scotland, however this reflected a broad socio-economic pattern rather than deep national preferences. Whereas, the Conservatives struggled in Wales which was a change that happened in the twentieth century to gain much of a following especially compared to the Labour party[footnoteRef:7].  Morgan claims Wales is strictly unionist, this could be proved by it being claimed that Parliament could still legislate for both the Welsh Assembly and the Scottish Parliament without even needing their consent[footnoteRef:8].   This was exactly what the Welsh Assembly allowed with the Government of Wales Act 2006 which allowed the Government to dictate what happened in Wales but only in prescribed fields[footnoteRef:9].  [7:  K.Morgan, Modern Wales: Politics, Places and People (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1995) Pg 105]  [8:  Ibid Pg 107]  [9:  Legislation, Government of Wales Act 2006, Legislation, https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/32/contents accessed on [ 01.03.18]] 

Politically the Twentieth Century was an eventful time for the Welsh and the Government itself. The Political campaign of 1979 was the least Welsh election at that time[footnoteRef:10]. As there was a swing between both the Conservatives and the Labour party in particular parts of Wales[footnoteRef:11]. The main point of this election campaign was that it did show the unionism between the Welsh and the English politics. As all election campaigns were effectively taken from the English part of their respective political parties. All parties main aims were about how to solve Britain’s economic and social problems rather than focusing on Wales[footnoteRef:12]. Even Plaid Cymru’s manifesto A Future for Wales, only dedicated two generic sentences to Wales’s own self-government[footnoteRef:13]. This shows that even a Welsh named the political party that writes all of their manifestos and notes in Welsh and then translates it to English is worrying about the British as a whole, rather than just focusing on Wales’s problems. To only have two general sentences about Wales for a purely Welsh based party who use the Welsh language for every public situation that they are in. It shows how unionist Wales has become as it is concerned with Britain and the other individual countries rather than being interested in itself. Labour ultimately had more seats at the end of this election. However, it was different because in a typical unionist way the north and centre of Wales voted for Labour leaving them with twenty-one Welsh seats[footnoteRef:14]. Comparing this with the conservatives eleven seats who were on the rise during this time.  1910 through to around 1912, was a time that Welsh Independence was at a high point, it was a big talking point at the time. With the Union of Welsh Independents holding a meeting in 1910 in Lampeter[footnoteRef:15].  This then changed into a religious aspect as well as a political for the Union of Welsh Independents when they formed the Welsh School of social service which was a joint product of the Union of Independents and the Baptist church[footnoteRef:16]. This joint venture did not work how both groups would have liked. With time passing, Welsh Independence was not looking any more likely than it had at the start of this alliance[footnoteRef:17]. The Baptist Church knew in 1918 that the years that they could influence people with their religion had gone[footnoteRef:18]. The 1920’s, however, saw different religious groups show their sympathy for the working class in many other ways, not in terms of Welsh Independence.   [10:  K.Morgan, Modern Wales: Politics, Places and People (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1995) Pg 85]  [11:  Ibid Pg 85]  [12:  Ibid Pg 85]  [13:  Ibid Pg 85]  [14:  Ibid Pg 86]  [15:  K.Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation: Wales 1880-1980 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1981)  Pg 257]  [16:  K.Morgan, Modern Wales: Politics, Places and People (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1995) Pg 67]  [17:  Ibid Pg 67]  [18:  Ibid Pg 67] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Welsh Independents have existed for a long time, into the eighteenth century, when Wales had a disestablishment movement. In a way, this made Wales more independent than it had been before the Welsh Church Act 1914[footnoteRef:19].  With the Church of England being disestablished and a Church of Wales being instated in its place.  The creation of the Church of Wales, therefore, moving into the realms of more higher establishments, more power possibly, definitely a move away from the unionism as they want to be responsible for their own establishments. However, a downside was that it took from the early eighteenth century for the full disestablishment process to happen. This shows that this process has been going on for a very long period of time, however, it does also show that the minority do think that independence would be the right thing for Wales. [19:  D.Gareth Evans, A History of Wales: 1906-2000 (Cardiff: University of Wales Press,2000) 
  Pg 67] 

Despite a lack of want for independence, there has always been a political party in Wales advocating for independence. Since 1925, the main political party fighting for independence has been Plaid Cymru[footnoteRef:20], which is arguably the most well-known purely Welsh political party. As there are a Welsh Labour and conservatives, they are biggest parties however it could be argued that this is because they are the two biggest parties in the British Government. They have just changed their policies to suit what Wales needs. With the British Government holding a reasonable amount of power over both the Welsh Labour and Conservative parties, therefore, the Government are not going to want their union of countries to disintegrate, which makes it a very difficult task for any political party supporting Welsh Independence to compete against them. Another reason as to why they have been trying for so many years for independence is that their campaigning and all their years of trying to persuade people have had very little success, as pointed out in this essay. Wales was scared and is still scared to become an independent country and break away from Britain because of purely the majority of the people did not think that Wales could stand on their own financially and that Wales had been part of the United Kingdom as part of a union for centuries since 1700, that the people who voted whether or not to become independent would not have down a time where they were independent.  Wales is strictly unionist because the population of Wales does not want to become independent, they are in no rush to not be a part of the United Kingdom.  [20:  K.Morgan, Modern Wales: Politics, Places and People (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1995) Pg 109-114] 

Wales also took part in a devolution referendum in 1997, which is a start to wanting to leave the union as it is decreasing the power of the British Government over the Welsh political laws[footnoteRef:21]. In a way, increasing the Welsh political powers over themselves compared to the British Government ruling over the entirety of Wales, they would put a Welsh assembly in place with devolved powers. This succeeded in 1997 by 0.5%. With 50.5% voting for a Welsh Assembly and 49.5% voting against having a Welsh Assembly[footnoteRef:22].  Whereas there was a first referendum for introducing a Welsh Assembly in 1979 under James Callahan’s government but it failed drastically in a 4:1 majority[footnoteRef:23].  Scotland also had a similar referendum at the time, once again comparing the different parts of the union. This shows the difference between the two countries and how one country is almost strictly unionist whereas the other is very close to becoming an independent country. The Welsh Nationalism can sometimes be seen as the Welsh are very unionist in every sense of the meaning.  The devolution referendum is a big part of Welsh Nationalism, trying to gain more powers is a start to making their own choices regardless of being a part of a four-country union called the United Kingdom.  [21:  Ibid Pg 115-116]  [22:  D.Gareth Evans, A History of Wales: 1906-2000 (Cardiff: University of Wales Press,2000) Pg 241-242]  [23:  D.Gareth Evans, A History of Wales: 1906-2000 (Cardiff: University of Wales Press,2000) Pg 227
] 

Welsh Nationalism is something that makes Wales individual to many other countries, the Welsh language, the culture and the history that the Welsh has had over the centuries. Additionally, the risings of the nineteenth century in Merthyr and Newport in 1839, they show nationalism of sorts, however, you could argue this also shows unionism as it was similar to many other riots that have taken place in many other countries especially the rest of the United Kingdom including England[footnoteRef:24]. Morgan also wrote Welsh Nationalism: The Historical Background[footnoteRef:25], he includes all aspects of Welsh Nationalism and how that has become what it is today throughout the years[footnoteRef:26]. The major points Morgan raises about Welsh Nationalism apart from the political and economic side, he mentions are the social and economic aspects which are secondary to the politics and the economy itself[footnoteRef:27]. He raises many important and interesting points in this piece of writing. One of his most intriguing points was comparing Welsh nationalism and Irish Nationalism that we have done throughout the essay in terms of unionism. He says that there was no Parnell for Wales[footnoteRef:28]. He was one of the most powerful figures in the House of Commons and was a leading figure in developing Irish Nationalism from a powerful position[footnoteRef:29]. Whereas, there was no powerful figure that has led Wales in the same manner as Parnell led the Irish[footnoteRef:30]. [24:  K.Morgan, Modern Wales: Politics, Places and People (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1995) Pg 106]  [25:  K.Morgan, Welsh Nationalism:The Historical Background. Journal of Contemporary History,6,1: (1971) Pg-153-172]  [26:  Ibid]  [27:  Ibid]  [28:  Ibid]  [29:  Ibid]  [30:  Ibid] 

Unlike Scotland, who have definite votes of independence which are very close each time they have a referendum. It is thought that the Welsh population is drastically against leaving the United Kingdom, with Nia Griffith claiming that 94% of Welsh people do not want to leave the United Kingdom[footnoteRef:31].  Only 6 percent of people said they wanted when they were shown a range of options based on how they would like Wales to be governed in the future. This is comparing a variety of polls that have asked a similar question over the last five years[footnoteRef:32].  Griffith who is a Welsh Labour politician, who has been the MP for Llanelli since 2005[footnoteRef:33]. She is a well- known figure in Welsh politics and has had a very long career as a politician in Wales. As a part of the Welsh Labour party, you would think she would be an advocate of staying in the United Kingdom. Griffith has pointed out on a few occasions and most memorably in a speech on 23rd March 2017, that as much as people are proud of being Welsh, that it is about time that we listen to the people, we need to realise that the people are not interested in any way in becoming an independent country, as stated by the polls in the last five years that 94 percent of people are completely against leaving the United Kingdom[footnoteRef:34].  This shows that there are still many debates and polls to this day, debating Welsh independence however it is still a very similar outcome that has been happening for arguably the last century and even longer. [31:  Full fact, Welsh Views on Independence, FullFact.org, https://fullfact.org/news/welsh-views-independence/ accessed on [01.03.18]]  [32:  Ibid]  [33:  Ibid]  [34:  Ibid] 

Overall, in both a political and economic sense, it can be argued that Wales is strictly unionist because we have been a part of the United Kingdom since 1707, part of a union of countries. Politically there have been times that they have wanted to change this with votes and polls. However, throughout the votes and polls, only ten to fifteen percent have voted for independence. Economically, it can be argued that for Wales’s economy it would be better for them to collectively stay as a union compared to becoming independent.  With Wales being conquered and not having a choice in joining the United Kingdom, it proves even more so that with the centuries that the Welsh people have had as part of the union and do not want to leave and become independent, that Wales is strictly unionist as after this amount of time, you would think the Welsh people would have wanted to go on their own or want to go against the English as they can dictate the political policies of Wales. Unlike Scotland, the Welsh population was scared to become independent as their economy would suffer dramatically if they did break away from the union. Welsh nationalism also plays a big part in Wales being so unionist as while Wales is part of a union, however as Morgan has stated there was not a person with high enough power in the house of commons to develop and further Welsh nationalism and even Wales on the road to independence. With Wales having their own nationalism it is Wales’s way of separating themselves from the rest of the United Kingdom and becoming independent in their own way without actually legally separating from the United Kingdom. Wales was strictly unionist at the time of Morgan’s writing and still is purely unionist to this day.
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