[image: A sign with a butterfly and flowers

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
[image: A drawing of a child sitting on a tree branch

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A page of a book with green leaves

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A page of a notebook with a picture of a fence and a fence

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A close-up of a notebook

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A drawing of a child looking at butterflies

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A close up of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A close-up of a notebook

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A close-up of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A close up of a pattern

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A close up of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A collage of photos of pond life

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A notebook with a drawing of a frog and dragonfly

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A close-up of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A drawing of a hedgehog and a net

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A piece of paper with writing on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A piece of paper with writing on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A notebook with writing on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A notebook with writing on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A piece of paper with writing on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A child's drawing on a piece of paper

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A notebook with writing on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A piece of paper with writing on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A notebook with writing on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A piece of paper with writing on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A notebook with writing on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A notebook with writing on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A page of a book with pictures of a hedgehog

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A piece of paper with writing on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A collage of hedgehogs on a green square

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A notebook with a notebook page with a notebook page and a notebook with a notebook page

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A page of a notebook

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A drawing of a bird on a branch

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A paper with writing on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: ]
Regaining Paradise- Sustainability in the early years
Student number: 2306182
Module number: ECEY6005
I can confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. I can confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I can confirm that I have copies of my drafts, notes and other resources I have used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence.
 
image7.jpeg
- . T TR S

Interesting facts
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\\ Worms create tunnels as they move through

E The soil, improving aeration and drainage. This

allows for better root growth and prevents water

t logging, which can harm plants.
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Woodlice play a crucial role in
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gardens by feeding on dead

plant materials and help to

recycle nutrients back into the
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Centipedes are predators that help regulate

the population of insects and other small (
! invertebrates, preventing potential pest

outbreaks and contributing towards ecological \ &

balance.
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Slugs break down dead plants and animals,

benefit plant growth. They are also a crucial
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i recycling nutrients back into the soil to

part of the food chain, serving as a food source

{ for a wide variety of animals.
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| The natural environment is rich with diverse textures that can captivate children's senses and
spark their curiosity. From the rough bark of trees to the smooth pebbles in a stream, each
texture tells a story about the natural world. By exploring these textures, children can develop
their tactile senses and learn about the different materials that make up their surroundings.
They can also gain an appreciation for nature's beauty and complexity, fostering a sense of
wonder and respect for the environment. This hands-on experience can enhance their

| observational skills and encourage a lifelong interest in the natural world.
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Patterns in the environment, such as the Symmetry of leaves, the spirals of shells, or the

rhythmic waves of the ocean, offer children a fascinating way to learn about nature. By

| observing these patterns, children can develop their analytical skills and understand the

IW concept of repetition and order. They can also learn about the underlying principles of biology,

@ physics, and mathematics that create these patterns. Engaging with natural patterns can
enhance their creativity and problem-solving abilities,
patterns. This exploration fosters a deeper connection
lifelong interest in science and nature.

as they try to replicate or draw these
with the environment and encourages a
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The natural environment is a vibrant palette of colours that can captivate children's
imaginations and enhance their learning experiences. From the lush greens of forests to the

deep blues of oceans, each colour tells a story about the €ecosystem it belongs to. By observing @
these colours, children can learn about the different elements that make up their surroundings

an also develop their observational skills and an
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The pond has been recently moved from its original location due to overspill an
flooding in neighbouring gardens. This was an extensive and carefully managed
process that required digging and implementing a new area and moving water ai
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Ponds naturally filter pollutants
and improve water quality,
reducing the need for artificial
filtration systems and potentially
benefitting surrounding eco
systems.

Ponds create new habitats for a
wide range of species, enhancing
biodiversity and contributing to
overall health of the environment.

Many ponds have been lost or
degraded due to drainage,
development and neglect,
impacting the availability of these
vital habitats.

Ponds are vulnerable to pollution
and other human-induced
changes that can negatively
impact their delicate balance.
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i In groups of 8 the children and I embarked ona litter pick around
the area. The children used tally charts to record the waste that

| we collected. The rubbish was then sorted and disposed of correctly.

—

T e . ]
We found that most of the waste was plastic or paper waste that
could be recycled, with some needing to be disposed of in the

| general waste black bins.
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The children and parents also shared their efforts in the local
ting litter picks over the

% community, with the children initia :
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We gouwnd o Hedgehog!

The story of Henry the Hedgehog is inspired by real events. During the litter
pick we came across a hedgehog that had got tangled up in @ net. We managed to
cut around the netting to get the Hedgehog free, however some of the net was

tied very tightly around it. We wrapped the Hedgehog up and placed him ina
small box with food, water and some warm water ina bottle 10 keep him warm
“The hedgehog wes then taken fo the wildlife haspital for freatment
Unfortunately. the ending for this Hedgehog was not a happy ane, the Hedgehog
had o be put 1o sieep due fo its injuries from et

T knew that we needed 1o do something about this, end changes needed 1o be

made.
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The early years of life present a unique opportunity to instil V({(ues fhaf'can nur'r;r;e u'
sense of care and responsibility toward the environment. This is s_omefhmg that :.e

T have missed out on as a child; I do not have any memories of being taught about this.
Why?

During the first lecture on this module I was absolutely blown away, when talking about
what we consider as important in our lives, we show no consideration for things like
‘water' and ‘air’. These things-which we cannot live without. I actually sat for a while in
disbelief, writing on my notepad... T have been so ignorant to all of this.’ Coming away
from that I feel that I am already considering how I can make changes.

For those who might have overlooked the significance of sustainability and the
importance of our environment, T am with you, and T am opening the door to a Journey
of learning, reflection and action. Come with me!

As I embrace this exciting endeavour, it is essential to understand why sustainability
matters and why our planet is deserving of this care and reverence.
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The area I have chosen is important to me because it is within the school grounds that
I work in, and it is what the children have on offer to them every day at school. When
watching the children in this environment I realised that this is what every child should
have access to, this is what I wanted my own children to have access to. For this
reason, I moved my children to this school and I believe that it is the best decision T

| made.

When we think about sustainability in the Early Years, we need to consider what is
important to children now, how can we help them to understand the importance of
caring for the environment? This environment is important to them, they are happy
here and they care for everything that lives and grows here.
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