                                                   Operational Policing exam


Explain the elements ‘Dishonesty’ and ‘Property’             

1) Theft is made up of 5 elements, these elements are equally important in finding someone guilty of theft, the first element that must be proven is dishonesty. In the Theft Act 1968 there is not a definition of dishonesty but in section s2(2) it does mention that dishonesty does not matter if a person is willing to pay for what they have taken as money does not matter. To prove that someone was intentionally dishonesty there are two test that are run, these tests are the subjective test where the court must decide whether the defendant’s actions where reasonable during the theft. If the first subjective test is seen that the actions of the defendant were not reasonable then the objective test is applied, the objective test checks that if the everyday person would find the actions of the defendant reasonable (Ivey v Genting Casinos 2017). There are three main defences of dishonesty, the defences against dishonesty are if the person believes that they could take the items such as if a person thought they would be allowed to borrow a book, the second defence is that if the person believed that they would have been allowed to take the item if the owner had known they would such as lending a lawn mower from a neighbour your good friends with. Finally, the third defence is that the owner is impossible to find an example would be if you found money on the street. For a person to be found guilty of committing theft there must be property involved, property is classed as an item that is owned by a person or a business, this could include newspapers in a shop or jewellery of a person, but the property can also other things such as an idea or even a logo that has been trademarked, the exception to this rule is electricity. Property also includes things in action, this can be money in a bank as we own the money but if someone tries to steal it then they are doing it dishonestly ().  Property does not include wild plants, fruits, flowers, and fungi as nobody owns them but if someone picks them to sell then it is considered theft or if someone damages them so bad, they are unable to grow back.










Explain the element ‘Enters’ in relation to the offence of burglary.      


2) The Theft Act 1968 mentions Burglary in section 9, Burglary is when a person enters or trespasses a building with the intent to steal, cause damage or GBH.  To commit Burglary a person must physically enter the building, a person can enter a building in several ways, the easiest way a person can enter a building is by walking into the building or climbing into it for example through a window, to enter a building a person does not have to fit their whole body into the building but just an arm would be considered efficient. Secondly a person enters a building if they use something other than their body to gain access this could be a tool of some kind such as a pole but the item the person is using cannot just be used to open a door or window to get in an example would be pushing a pole through a letter box to get keys to gain entry. Thirdly a person would be entering a building if they used another person to enter the building, but the person could not be blamed, this could include a child that is under 10 as the age of criminal liability is 10 or a mentally handicapped person that does not know what is going on. It is important that the court finds h=that the defendant entered the building as if they could not find a point of entry then the crime could not be burglary.



















1. A person (A) throws a brick at a group of people walking along the street intending that the brick hits and injures someone, the person does not know any of the people in the group and does not aim at any of them in particular. The brick hits one of the group on the head causing a really serious bodily harm resulting in hospitalisation.  

What offence has been committed by A? 
Explain your answer.            

3) Under section 20 of the Offences Against the Person Act 1861 it states that it is unlawful to maliciously wound another, due to section 20 person A has committed GBH with intent, if the defendant had accidentally thrown the brick then they would have only been charged with GBH but even though A did not have a specific target they still intended to hurt a person in the group even if they did not know who they where going to hit. The damage caused by the brick meant that the victim had serious damage to his head that results in hospitalisation, Under Section 18 of the Offences Against the Person Act 1861 it is an offence to unlawfully and maliciously by any means whatsoever wound or cause any grievous bodily harm to any person with intent to do some grievous bodily harm to any person or with intent to resist or prevent the lawful apprehension or detainer of any person. Due to section 18 of the Act as A maliciously caused grievous bodily harm to the victim and they intended to do it as they were throwing the brick then it would be GBH with intent. 














Explain how the needs of victims can be met. 

4) When a person has been a victim or witness of any type of crime no matter how serious it is it is important that they are treated the best way possible, as it can be extremely traumatic for the victims as in certain circumstances their life can be turned upside down. The codes of practice for victims of crime are a code manual that is used to inform and support the families of victims of crime, the purpose of the manual is to make the victims the heart of the justice system, this means that the within the justice system the victim is the most important and getting the justice for the victim is the main goal. One of the main goals of the police is to support the victim in any way they can, one way that the police do this is to give appropriate support to help the victims to cope, this support is by helping the victims by providing a counsellor. The police support the victims of crime by making sure that they will not be victimised again, the police are able to do this by issuing restraining orders to the defendant for example if a woman were the victim of domestic abuse then the court could issue a restraining so her partner would not be allowed near the victim. It is very likely that the victim will have to go to court and give a personal statement, it can be very tough and intimidating for a victim going to court, as it will be tough the witness or victim will be given a member from the Witness Care Unit, this member will help the victim through every step of the process and will be able to help them by giving evidence through a computer if you feel unsafe near the defendant. If a victim is physically or mentally injured then they might not be able to work meaning that they will not have money, the victims will be able to get financial support if they need it.
















Explain the PEACE model component parts and critically evaluate its effectiveness in interviewing suspects.

5) When interviewing a victim, suspect, or witness it is important the they are interviewed within the law, to make sure that the interviewer gets the best statement that they possibly can they use a national modal call the P.E.A.C.E model, the first letter of PEACE is Planning and Preparation, this is the first stage of PEACE and happens before the interview begins, in this stage the interviewer plans the interview and everything they need, they first review the case and write a plan on how they are going to interview, after that they then set up to record the interview and build a rapport with the interviewee. After the Planning and Preparation state comes the Engage and Explain stage, this stage is where the reasons and the objectives of the interview is stated and if needed this is where the legal rights of the suspects are explained. Thirdly is Account Clarification and Challenge, this is where the main body of the interview takes place and where the interviewer talks about topics to try to get as much information as they need. After Account Clarification and Challenge is the Closure stage, this stage is the conclusion of the interview where the interviewer should have all the statements and everything they need. Finally comes the Evaluation stage, this is the final stage of the model and is especially important as what happens next comes, after looking at the statements given and the recordings it should be decided what to do next. This stage is also important as this is where the interviewer should reflect on the interview and where they have done good and where they could improve. The PEACE model is especially important in the interview process as it sets out a layout that is easy to follow and if followed correctly the results should be good, as it is a layout that is used all across the UK many it can be seen as extremely successful but even though it is successful there are many times that it has not worked, as not every person is not the same the tactic might not work on one person but will work on another. It is particularly important that the PEACE model is a framework and that the interviewer still considers the interviewee will be different and they might have to use different tactics and especially if they are dealing with either suspect, victim, or witnesses as depending on either one of them the interviewer will have to change how they go about interviewing.   
