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Reasons for Choosing Topic (one short paragraph):
Having previously studied witchcraft in the early modern period, it seems interesting to look at the role of witchcraft within the medieval period and its relation to key events, perhaps looking at the role witchcraft had on epidemics and illness such as the Black Death. It should be interesting to research a period of uncertainty and lack of medical knowledge and how it was conceivable that witchcraft could be the answer to plague and disease. I haven’t fully narrowed down the topic, and I’m uncertain how much evidence there is to support the involvement of witchcraft in the plague of 1348. Having looked at women in the Peasants’ Revolt for my independent project, it could be interesting to look further at a god-fearing society that gave rise to the suspicion and accusation of both men and women as witches. However, as some of the more prevalent material written against witchcraft occurs in the following two centuries, particularly during the period of reformation, it may be useful to extend the focus of the eventual research question or at least make an effort to acknowledge the development of ideas surrounding witchcraft. 
Preliminary Summary of Themes, Aims and Objectives (one to three paragraphs):
As I haven’t narrowed down my research area properly, there are several themes that could help develop a dissertation title using the historical approaches taught in the independent project lectures. The dissertation essay will rely heavily on social history, looking in depth at the reaction to accusations of witchcraft and the use of said accusations to justify otherwise unexplainable events. Social or cultural approaches to medieval witchcraft seem the most logical method for understanding the role of dark magic and witches in relation to significant periods of doubt and uncertainty. In addition to using the work of social historians, the essay would benefit heavily from works on medieval England’s heavily religious society, and the influence that the church would have had over the population of England. Whilst looking at attitudes to witchcraft during the medieval period, the ability to analyse contemporary accounts for the information they can provide on gender roles will allow for a greater understanding of the role of witchcraft within society. Contemporary attitudes to women and occasionally men will undoubtedly have contributed towards the accusation of witchcraft, and this is arguably one of the most significant themes to unpick within the research and essays.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I intend to narrow my dissertation topic to England or the UK, as it will allow for focused research, however, many important documents on witchcraft come from countries across Europe, in particular the Malleus Maleficarum by German clergyman Heinrich Kramer. Hopefully the essay will address the role of witchcraft throughout the medieval period, or on a more focused period such as the fourteenth century, in which many devastating events such as the Great Famine of 1315-17 or the Black Death of 1348 impacted England greatly, and there undoubtedly would have been individuals accredited with having caused them. I aim to use a wide range of sources within my research, such as chronicles and ecclesiastical publications in order to understand contemporary ideas towards witchcraft, as well some visual sources contributing to ideas of visual culture in the medieval period. Looking at a particular event in the fourteenth century will allow for a more narrowed research topic. With further research over the summer, there should be a definitive idea to develop into a research question using the historical disciplines taught this year. 
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I’m also hoping to be able to use resource material from the RBLA, and I am yet to look at relevant material available at other archive institutions.
