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“Evaluate the balance of both the victim and suspects journey through the criminal justice process.”






















Within the Criminal Justice System both victims and suspects have rights written into law and code to ensure they are treated fairly and with respect. Victims and suspects are given the same basic rights as to being treated with respect and dignity but there are some aspects that are specific to victims and suspects of crimes. Under Article 6 of the European Convention of Human Rights (ECHR) [1998], all people are entitled to a fair and just trial which requires the victim and suspects to be informed throughout the whole process. In this essay I will be discussing the rights of both the victims and the suspects throughout the criminal justice system and the balance of those protections on whether the system favours one or if they are equal. 
According to the Ministry of Justice (2020), victims have the right to be understood and to understand. This means that they are to have the process explained in a way they can understand as most of the public are not aware of the way the law works or how court works and so it could be really overwhelming for them. In cases where there is a victim that may have special needs or vulnerable attributes such as an elderly person or a minor who has less capacity, they would be allowed an appropriate adult to be with them to help explain the process, whether they be a social worker, carer, parent or another officer if necessary. 
The appropriate adult is expected to offer support, guidance, and assistance when the individual receives information, is asked to provide information, or takes part in any procedure. Their role includes helping the person communicate effectively, while also respecting their right to remain silent. They should aid in ensuring the individual understands their rights and that those rights are upheld. Additionally, the appropriate adult should observe police conduct to ensure it is fair and appropriate, and raise any concerns with a senior officer if necessary. 
During police interviews suspects are entitled to have an appropriate adult present if they are deemed vulnerable. The Appropriate Adult scheme makes it so young people and people with learning difficulties and anyone else qualified has that support throughout including in strip searches, interviews and the charging procedure to ensure they understand (PACE Code C 1.4, 1,13[d]). Both the victim and suspect have equal rights in this aspect and there is a clear balance here.
The Ministry of Justice (2024), states that in cases where a victim has communication issues for example, their first language is not English and so know little to no English, a translator would be provided in their native language to ensure they have fully understood the information given. This would be the same for people who are deaf or have hearing impairments, they will be provided with an interpreter. The Code of Practice for Victims of Crime England and Wales (Victims Code 2025) enforces these rights. 
This is the same for suspects, they have the right to understand and to be understood is also a basic right for suspects throughout the process. They are required to be provided with the same right to translators and interpreters under PACE Code D (2023). 
Victims are entitled to being kept informed throughout the whole process, whether their case has been recorded, if any arrests have been made, to have the procedures explained, to be updated about court dates. They also have the right to participate in the criminal process, with things such as giving impact statements, having some ability to influence the charges or plea deals. The Victims Right to Review Scheme (2021), this scheme offers victims a structured process to request a review of certain CPS decisions, such as not bringing charges or ending a prosecution (Victims Support, 2021). However, the interest of the victim comes second to the goals of the prosecution and in a way favours the suspect. 
Suspects have the right to stay informed know they are being stopped, searched, detained and arrested and what for. Cautioning is one of the most important parts of police interaction with suspects. The caution informs suspects of what they are being held or arrested for and their right to remain silent without a legal representation present. Suspects have the right to silence however, they are told that anything say can be used against them in the court of law and so if a suspect is not cautioned and they reveal something they were not aware was on record their right to a fair trial under the ECHR (1998) would be breached (Gov.UK). As well as victims, suspects are also expected to be updated with the proceedings of the case and what this means for them moving forward making it fair for both parties. 
[bookmark: _Int_YV5OIdLC]Victims have the right to be protected in the criminal proceedings with special measures that can be put in place throughout. Special measures that can be requested if criteria of vulnerability is met include, screens, live links, video recorded interviews, pre-trial recorded cross examination to ensure the victim is more comfortable and safer in cases of domestic violence, gang related crimes and any overall intimidating situations where the victims' or witnesses' ability to speak freely in the court may be hindered (CPS, 2024). Pre-trial cross examination not only makes it, so victims and witnesses do not have to face the suspect or the court in person but also makes it, so the victim and witness do not have to attend court again if the trial needs extension or a retrial (CPS, 2023). 
In the case of special measures, vulnerable suspects such as young offenders and people with mental or mobility issues can have things put in place. For example, young people will not have their trials in the media, have limits to who can attend their trail and will have their names kept private. Where there are suspects with mobility issues, under the Equality Act 2010, courts have a legal duty to make reasonable adjustments ensure fair and equal access to justice. These adjustments might include alternative transport options, support from designated individuals, or changes to the physical setup of the courtroom. 
All officers and other staff throughout the criminal justice system are set standards of how they must interact with and treat suspects. When arrested and until charged, suspects are to be presumed innocent until proven guilty in law with undoubtable evidence under Article 6 section 2 of the ECHR 1998. 
Every suspect brought through the CJS in the UK has the right to free legal representation, whether that be provided for them by the government or if they choose private legal representation. Unlike suspects, victims aren't always entitled to free legal representation, but legal aid can help with legal costs for those who qualify. However, both victims and suspects are granted legal advice at the police station (Gov.UK, 2023). The legal protections and procedures slightly favour the suspect as they have more entitlement to legal representation and they system tries to ensure that there are no wrongful convictions making the attention to suspects getting the legal advice and representation and also to ensure understanding of the suspects they need is more focused on by the system.
Victims of crimes may face additional challenges aside from being a victim. They may be faced with financial and housing issues due to the crime for example if there was a domestic violence issue, and they had nowhere to live after. The police work with organisations such as Victims Support to ensure the victim is safe which also helps ensure the trial is not affected by potential housing and financial difficulties. (Victim Support, 2023).
Therapy and counselling are also provided by the police and their collaborators to help the victim work through the trauma and support them through the criminal case. In cases where the victim was in a violent domestic situation or experienced sexual assault, crisis intervention is in place to support them in healing. 
Mental health support is also provided for suspects. People who end up committing crimes can often be due to their mental state and issues, so support and counselling for them is crucial in ensuring they are not a harm to themselves or others and that they are in the right state of mind to understand what is happening with the case to make sure Article 6 of the ECHR is being upheld as a fundamental factor in policing and the CJS. Assessment of their mental state may be necessary, and potential hospitalisation may be considered (CSP, 2023). 
After the process is over and if the suspect is acquitted, they are released and retain all their legal rights. However, if convicted, the sentence may involve imprisonment, monetary fines, or community service, with an ideal focus on proportionality and rehabilitation. For the victim, the experience of justice can be mixed; they may feel justice was not fully served, particularly in cases involving plea deals or lenient sentences. Emotional and psychological trauma may persist even after a conviction, and the legal process itself.
The Criminal Justice System works to create balance for both the victim and the suspect however, balance cannot always be equal on the scales. The favour leans towards the suspect in many aspects in an attempt to avoid unfair trials and wrongful convictions. 
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