                                                        Short Film Production Workbook
                                                                     By Tommi Hewitt


The Process
When we first got together as a group, we did not have many ideas that were properly fleshed out, so we decided that we would go away independently and work on an idea that we thought would best suit a film that we could fit into our 10-minute time limit. My first initial idea for a possible short film was to have a story based off of many different short stories that would eventually meet up with one another in said film, my second idea was to take the concept of the game “The Exit 8” and turn that into a film, in the game the objective is to walk through the same area multiple times and notice any anomalies within the space, if you spot am anomaly you turn around and are allowed to progress further in but if you fail to notice the anomalies you go back to the start. With this idea I really wanted to play with the theme of paranoia and make the audience think about what they have seen, and for them to think about if that really took place or not.    
We all brought our ideas together for our first official session, in this time we worked on discussing and formulating an idea that we all liked and most importantly, what we thought was achievable for us as a group. Our ideas were discussed and we agreed that the two films we would put forward as our pitches was a film called “Lola” based off of the song “Copacabana” by Barry Manilow, using the lyrics within the song as our inspiration for characters and story, our theme would focus on the exploitation of showgirls in 1950’s Britan, our second pitch was based off of a flat share which would focus on relationships and trust, the film was later named “Strangers”.
Once our pitches were complete and presented to the rest of the class, we had the challenging task of choosing which one we wanted to go forward with and develop as our film. After our discussions we all agreed that “Lola” was the best option to go for, this was because it was an idea all of us were eager to make a reality, it would also allow us all to show off our range of different skills the best, we had also been very fortunate to get in contact with the owner of Savannah’s, which is a nightclub in town, who was more happy to give us permission to film there when the time comes, he also showed me and two other members of the group around his club, allowing us to take pictures and videos of his place, the club will be used as our main area of filming. This was an amazing asset to gain as the design of the interior of the club was the perfect location for our film’s story to take place, it also fitted so well with our films 1950’s period and style that we were going for. 
[image: ]The style that I would like my character to have for our film.


Shot Ideas and Inspiration 
Many of us in the group had an array of different shots that we wanted to use throughout the film, these shots included;
Dirty Shot- A dirty shot is usually a medium shot with someone blocking the foreground with either their shoulder, part of their head or another part of the body, whilst that is happening the foreground person is not seen properly and we usually see the person they are speaking to or our attention is on an object that the camera wants the audience to see. This shot is used to focus on the person we see speaking to the foreground person, so that we get their reaction and understand what their character is doing at that moment.
Medium Shot- A medium shot is a shot where we see a character from the waist up.
Medium Close-up- This shot is used so we can see a character from the chest and up to the head, this shot allows us to capture the expression and emotion on a character's face.
Close-up- This is where see the actors face primarily, sometimes they may even be an object in the background, but this shot mainly focuses on the actor's head and face.
Extreme Close-up- A shot where see a close-up part of a person's face, that can be their eye, mouth, ear or nose.
Tracking Shot- A tracking shot is when the camera physically moves and follows a character throughout a scene, they either follow closely behind the actor, in front whilst the camera operator walks backwards, or the camera operator can walk by the side of the actor throughout their scene. These shots are exceptionally hard to do because they must be done in one shot, or it makes the edit look weird if they cut away from it when the shot has yet to conclude.
One Shot- As mentioned previously a one-shot take is when you film a scene all in one without any cuts or edits, these shots are used most of the time to follow a character or characters through a scene where they are usually going from point A to point B. an actor must make sure they are on full alert at all times and know exactly what their lines are and where their points are so that it can flow naturally.
Below are some images and video of our shot inspirations for our film;
[image: ]Here is an example of a Dirty Shot.
[image: ]Here is an example of a Medium Shot.
Goodfellas - Steadicam Shot (youtube.com) In this link is a short clip from the film “Goodfellas”, this is where my inspiration came from to have a tracking shot in our film, for when Lola enters the club for the first time, and we see her reaction to everything around her and her amazement.
Lola Vid.MOV Here is a short clip of what I envision the tracking shot to look like.

Character Inspiration
My character for our short film is named “Tony” and he is the main villain in our story, he owns the nightclub that our main character “Lola” works for. He is a greedy, charming, manipulative and deluded man, he treats his showgirls very poorly and even sleeps with them because he believes that is what his girls are best for, looking pretty and making more money from sleeping with other male patrons at his club.
For the character of “Tony” my main inspiration was Ralph Cotter from the film “Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” in the movie Ralph is played by James Cagney. His character has this cool calm demeanour, even though he isn't in the best position considering he’s an escaped convict, but that still doesn’t stop him from committing the crimes he does, my main inspiration that I took from the character was the charm and intimidation factor, these are seen in the scenes that he has with Barabara Payton’s character “Holiday Carleton” and how he always has that control over her even though she has no reason to be around him. I wanted to show that with “Tony” and his control over the girls particularly “Lola” and “Velma”, the amount of sway he has over them in the beginning and middle part of the film is immense and for me that is an important aspect to keep with the character of “Tony” because it shows just how evil of a man he is.
James Cagney & Barbara Payton - Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye (1950). HD (youtube.com)  

Choreography 
The moment that we said we were going to add dance to this film I immediately jumped at the opportunity because of past training I have some knowledge about what kind of style we could dance to. I didn’t want the choreography to be too difficult because showgirls primarily relied on their looks, slow and dynamic movements when they performed. Here are a few videos that I used to get some ideas from;
"Feeling Good" Michael Bublé/Choreography by Christin Olesen/Dance (youtube.com)
Christina Aguilera - Express| Feminine / Burlesque | Jus Dance Projects (youtube.com)
The song that we decided to use for our choreography was the son “The Locomotion” by Little Eva, the song really lent itself to the movements that came to mind, the song was also helpful in terms of what moves we were doing at certain points in the choreography, I would use a verse to choreograph to as there was enough time for me to get in those moves I wanted to get in.
Reflection
After watching the rushes, I feel very proud of what we were able to achieve in the two days that we had to film, the lighting, the set it all looks amazing. The only thing that disappointed me was my facial expressions, they were nowhere near as strong as I thought they were, and at points it did weaken my character and what was coming across in the scenes was not what I intended to come across. My eyes as well wandered way too much and once again it takes away that strength that my character has throughout his appearances in the film.
If I was to do this module again, I would make sure that I put even more into a scene, even if I think the scene went great, I should still go above 100% until the directors or a castmate tells me it's too much.
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