	
	
	



 What were Alexander Hamilton’s political views for America? 
Did he achieve them?
Were his views right for American citizens?

Alexander Hamilton arrived in America with nothing but became one of the most important men in American history; the governmental system he established was enormous and today America continues to rely on the same banking system. 
Hamilton’s literacy skills are what got him noticed.  The eloquent letter Hamilton wrote about the hurricane in St. Croix inspired the locals to save money to send him to America to study.  While studying, Hamilton became involved in the colonial cause and serving in the military and caught the attention of George Washington[footnoteRef:2].  After becoming Washington’s right-hand man, Washington eventually allowed Hamilton to command a small infantry to battle in Marquis de Lafayette division.  Winning this battle and the surrender of the British brought Hamilton the publicity and reputation he later used to express and push his views on government policies.  Hamilton was later given the task of finding a solution to the economic crisis after the war and suggested a national debt to repay the huge debt the country had accrued[footnoteRef:3].  Following his success came the federalist papers and the national bank. [2:  History, Alexander Hamilton (2019) <Alexander Hamilton - Biography, Duel & Legacy - HISTORY>  [accessed 9th March 2021]. Para 4.]  [3:  Google, Alexander Hamilton’s Impact On The Early Republic < Economic Policies and Views - Alexander Hamilton's Impact on the Early Republic (google.com) > [accessed 11th March 2021]. Para 1.] 

Hamiltons political career started in 1774 while attending Kings College.  He became involved in the colonial cause and wrote a pamphlet titled ‘A full vindication of the measures of the congress” which defended a proposal to embargo trade with Britain and stated “no man in his senses can hesitate in choosing to be free, rather than a slave’[footnoteRef:4].  It is plausible to assume that Hamiltons meaning behind this quote is America will survive better being independent and free, compared to being slaves and under British ruling.  Letters like this and fighting battles in Trenton and Princeton is what drew General George Washington, the then commander in chief, to Hamilton[footnoteRef:5]; this, in turn, lead to Hamilton handling Washington’s correspondence.   [4: Founders Online, A Full Vindication of the Measures of the Congress, &c., [15 December] 1774,” Founders Online, National Archives, https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-01-02-0054. [Original source: The Papers of Alexander Hamilton, vol. 1, 1768–1778, ed. Harold C. Syrett. New York: Columbia University Press, 1961, pp. 45–78.] [accessed 10th March 2021]. Para 4.]  [5:  History, 2019. Para 5.] 

Hamilton wanted an independent America and wholeheartedly believed America could thrive away from British ruling.  As Hamilton did not have an acclaimed family, unlike other members of the founding fathers, he knew the best way to gain his reputation and further his governmental career would be to win on the battlefield and let his success speak for itself[footnoteRef:6].  After petitioning to Washington to overturn his original decision on who should lead the battle, Hamilton was rewarded with the chance to command a light infantry battalion in Marquis de Lafayette’s division and assisted in leading the attack at the Battle of Yorktown, Virginia in 1781[footnoteRef:7].  The surrender of the British led to a victory for Hamilton, which in turn, led to Hamilton gaining the reputation he desperately required to become a reputable name among the political world.   [6:  History, How Alexander Hamilton’s Men Surprised The Enemy At The Battle Of Yorktown (2018) <The Real Story of Alexander Hamilton and the Battle of Yorktown - HISTORY> [accessed 9th March 2021]. Para 3.]  [7:  History, (2018). Para 2.] 

Statesmen Alexander Hamilton, John Jay and James Madison all contributed to the Federalist essays, now known as the Federalist papers, during 1787 and 1788.  Hamilton passionately wrote 51 out of 85 said essays, strongly believing in what he was writing. The Federalist papers were written as an argument for the ratification of the US constitution[footnoteRef:8].  The essays created a completely new, sturdy central government that consisted of three different branches- legislative, executive and judicial[footnoteRef:9].  Hamilton explored these three branches in the last 21 essays; and are explained as the theoretical foundation of society and shows the principles of American constitutionalism through an abstract and political thinker[footnoteRef:10].  For a better comprehension of Hamilton’s way of thinking, one would need to look deeper into his letters and his public speeches.  In those Hamilton sets the groundwork and lays out his ideas to put forward in the Federalist papers[footnoteRef:11].   [8:  History, Federalist Papers (2020) < Federalist Papers - HISTORY > [accessed 11th March 2021]. Para 1.]  [9:  History, (2020). Para 4.]  [10:  Michael Federici, The Political Philosophy Of Alexander Hamilton [Podcast], Liberty Law Talks- Part Of The Liberty Fund Network Law And Liberty, 23rd October 2012. < Understanding Alexander Hamilton (lawliberty.org) > [accessed 12th March 2021].]  [11:  Federici, (2012).] 

Madisons essays number ten and 51 are said to contain the ‘most significant American contribution to political thought’[footnoteRef:12].  The Federalist papers could be seen as a building-Hamilton lays the foundations for Madison to build the framework; Madisons arguments would be incomplete had it not been for Hamilton laying the groundwork[footnoteRef:13]. [12:  John C. Koritansky, Alexander Hamiltons Philosophy Of Government And Administration <Alexander Hamilton's Philosophy of government.pdf > [accessed 11th March 2021]. P. 102.]  [13:  Kortinsky, Alexander Hamiltons Philosophy Of Government And Administration. P. 102.] 

Although Hamilton stated, ‘Monarchical government in Britain is nearly the best government we have on earth’, he strongly opposed to America following suit, he merely suggested he saw why it worked in Britain and wanted America to adopt the same strong, central, national government, but the ‘power’ not falling upon one individual[footnoteRef:14].  Hamilton wanted the British way of ruling to be admired and appreciated, but not emulated[footnoteRef:15]. [14:  Federici, (2012).]  [15:  Federici, (2012).] 

As Secretary of the Treasury, one of Hamilton’s responsibilities was to consolidate the countries monumental debt.  Understandably his proposal caused an uproar among others so to appease his opponents Hamilton compromised with Thomas Jefferson and James Maddison by promising to support the location of the National Capital to be on the banks of the Potomac, near the two southern states[footnoteRef:16].  Hamilton strongly believed consolidating all the countries debts and sharing the responsibility out equally would be the best way to make the country economically prosper. One of Hamilton’s most buoyant achievements was the national bank which would collect tax revenue, specifically on products like whiskey, and hold the governmental funds.  The first national bank opened in 1791.  Hamilton’s ambition was to make it easier for American industry to flourish and limit the competition of foreign markets and to promote a manufacturing economy over a primarily agrarian society[footnoteRef:17]. [16:  Google, Alexander Hamilton’s Impact On The Early Republic < Economic Policies and Views - Alexander Hamilton's Impact on the Early Republic (google.com) > [accessed 11th March 2021]. Para 1.]  [17:  Google, Alexander Hamilton’s Impact On The Early Republic. Para 2.] 

In 1797 it is thought Hamilton torpedoed his chances of Presidency by publishing a tell-all about his extra marital affair with Maria Reynolds[footnoteRef:18].  After a short affair that led to blackmail by Mr. Reynolds, Hamilton ended things.  During a prison stay Reynolds confided in his associate, Jacob Clingham, about his extortion of Hamilton.  Clingham informed a former employer, Frederick Muhlenburg, who in turn told colleagues James Monroe and Abraham Venable.  The three congressmen confronted Hamilton, who confessed and cleared his name of any illegal doings[footnoteRef:19].  During a series of publicly written arguments between Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson, Jefferson speculated to the illegal use of government funds by Hamilton.  In retaliation, Hamilton published the Reynolds Pamphlet and confessed all[footnoteRef:20].  It cleared his name of any illegal doings but it would be plausible to say the public uproar of the affair permanently damaged any chance Hamilton had of becoming president. [18:  History, The Scandal That Ruined Alexander Hamilton’s Chances Of Becoming President (2018) < The Scandal That Ruined Alexander Hamilton’s Chances of Becoming President - HISTORY > [accessed 12th March 2021]. Para 2.]  [19:  History, The Scandal That Ruined Alexander Hamilton’s Chances Of Becoming President (2018). Para 3 and 8.]  [20:  History, The Scandal That Ruined Alexander Hamilton’s Chances Of Becoming President (2018). Para 11.] 

In the years leading up to Hamilton’s fatal duel, he participated in maybe one of his last political acts; a fiercely written letter to James A. Bayard campaigning for his fellow government officials to back Jefferson in the 1800 presidency elections[footnoteRef:21].  Although Hamilton and Jefferson had very different political views, Hamilton defended Jefferson stating ‘I have frequently mentioned that while we were in the administration together he was generally for a large construction of the Executive authority,’, but Hamilton portrayed Burr as ‘a man  of extreme & irregular ambition—that he is selfish to a degree which excludes all social affections & that he is decidedly profligate.’[footnoteRef:22] It would be acceptable to say it was possibly this letter that lead to Bayard changing his decision and backing Jefferson, which in turn led to a feud between Burr and Hamilton, which on 11th July 1804 lead to Burr shooting and killing Hamilton during a duel[footnoteRef:23]. [21:  History, What Was Alexander Hamilton’s Role In Aaron Burr’s Contentious Presidential Defeat? (July 2020) < What Was Alexander Hamilton's Role in Aaron Burr's Presidential Defeat? - HISTORY > [accessed 12th March 2021]. Para 14.]  [22:  From Alexander Hamilton to James A. Bayard, 16 January 1801,” Founders Online, National Archives, <https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-25-02-0169>. [Original source: The Papers of Alexander Hamilton, vol. 25, July 1800 – April 1802, ed. Harold C. Syrett. New York: Columbia University Press, 1977, pp. 319–324.] [accessed 12th March 2021]. Para 1 and 2.]  [23:  History,(2019). Para 27.] 

Hamilton’s views for America were to form a strong, financially profitable country.  It would be fair to say he achieved this.  Considering many of Hamilton’s political policies remain in place today and have stood the test of time[footnoteRef:24], it would be plausible to assume that Hamilton’s views were right, and still are right for America.   [24:  Google, Alexander Hamilton’s Impact On The Early Republic.] 
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