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Discuss the argument for and against decriminalization drugs in the UK and consider the implications for the Criminal Justice System and Society.
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Within the United Kingdom, according to the Crown Prosecution Service, (2022) it is against the law to sell, acquire or manufacture regulated drugs. It is also an offence to export or import prohibited substances into the country or to consent to your grounds being employed for drug production. In supplement to this these is a current the law within the United Kingdom, according to Crime, Justice, and the Law, (2022) that places these operated drugs into three distinct groups which are more frequently referred to as class A, B and C. They are placed within these classifications corresponding to how dangerous they are to an individual as well as their risk. On top of this, the verdicts for drug violations are dependent on each category of drugs with class A drugs being the most detrimental, subsequently leading to a larger sentence within the criminal justice structure in the state. 
Following on from this, there have been a number of discussions over recent years in relation to the prospect of the legalization of drugs within the United Kingdom. According to Kohn, (2013) the United Nations Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs was originally issued during the early sixties and ever since then there has been a rise in concerns to the application of illicit drugs to amounts formerly unthinkable. According to Courtwright, (2002) even though the convention as well as the supply reduction action which obviously shadowed this, before the early sixties and the publication of this text, the foremost practise of controlled drugs occurred mostly between a small unconventional setting which encompassed jazz musicians as well as some immigrant groups. Nearly sixty years since this occurrence and lifetime frequency of cannabis habit among adults for instance is over twenty percent in a number of European republics with numerous Great British people contending is an important fact in the argument for the decriminalisation of cannabis in particular within the country. The concept of merely decriminalising cannabis within the United Kingdom will be further investigated during the course of this text.   
This follows on from countries such as Uruguay, Canada and various other states of the America instituting legislature to decriminalize the supply, manufacture and selling of the drug. This is in conjunction with Mexico and Jamaica who are anticipated to follow suit in addition to a number of other countries relaxing prohibitive procedures on top of this (Berridge, 2013). According to Babor, Caetano, Casswell, et al (2010) the United Kingdom authority seem to usually concentrate more so on lowering the supply levels rather than treatment, control, and avoidance. A number of individuals contend that there are complicated motives for encouraging the status quo which incorporates demands from influential factions such as tobacco, medical businesses, and alcohol with matters similarly present considering mass media condemnation. The subject matter of decriminalising drugs within the United Kingdom is a tricky topic that several individuals consider ought to be discussed. It is a problem blurred with emotion and media motivated misapprehensions as well as prejudices (Godlee, 2018). According to Trace, (2011), those in favour of the legalisation of drugs in the United Kingdom argue that they are in fact not offering a complete “free for all” as such. It is contended that there would still remain in place a variety of legitimately required and rigorously examined limitations. This would be to make sure that issues regarding drugs within the country are still under the nations management. These restrictions would be put in place to control the regulation of drugs, particularly applied to the supply and circulation of currently prohibited substances. An additional illustration of this is according to Rosmarin, Fox and Eastwood, (2012), the popularity of alcohol among individuals does not expand to drinking whilst at work or selling one hundred percent ethanol in convenience shops. A further instance of this involves the existing prohibition on smoking in public premises which was a law that was established which even became popular amongst smokers. It has been disputed that if drugs were to be legalised within the United Kingdom that drug consumers would be similarly conforming if not in preference of there still being restrictions in place. 
In opposition to this nevertheless is those who are against the idea of legalising drugs within the United Kingdom. According to Dalgarno, O’Rawe, and Hammersley, (2021) a number of people contend that the unpredictable nature of drugs and their contents indicates, irrespective of the regulations in place, the United Kingdom will never be in control if drugs are decriminalized. This is in opposition to tobacco and alcohol for example which the substances of both are recognized and made public. The criminality of the market together with an untrustworthy resource can lead to the end produce ultimately being questionable in regards to its intensity and definite contents. According to Giordano, (2019) even slight variations in the ingredient list of prohibited substances can result in loss of life. It has been argued that leaving the law within the United Kingdom as it remains relinquishes wellbeing and protection powers to an already marginalised trade and those implicated with drugs. 
To follow on from this, it has been debated as to whether or not the regulations surrounding drugs in the United Kingdom ought to extend to currently legal substances seen to be just as dangerous as several unlawful drugs, if not more. This would incorporate tobacco and alcohol which have been proven and indisputable connections to both community and individual damages (European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction, 2018). According to Bachman, Wadsworth, and O’Malley, (1997) the worldwide figures concerning tobacco, alcohol and prohibited drug use revealed that a quarter of a billion hours of healthy human life are lost per year due to alcohol consumption or smoking which is ten times the quantity lost due to illegal substance misuse. Finally, on top of this according to Matthews-King, (2018) the risks from alcohol and smoking is predominantly down to significantly greater occurrence. Internationally, it was revealed that one in seven adults smoke tobacco which has been documented as the single biggest detriment to human wellbeing altogether with one in five individuals drinking alcohol in addition to this. 
With the legalisation of drugs within the United Kingdom would understandably come with impacts on the surrounding community as well as the criminal justice system. According to Hughes and Stevens, (2010) the illicit drug use of a nation is not immediately influenced by the decriminalisation or criminalisation of drugs. It has been suggested that there is neither a rise nor decline in the amount of drug use irrespective of the law. On top of this, according to Husak, (2002) the decriminalisation of drugs was associated with enhanced wellbeing results of society. The rationale behind this being that more individuals who used drugs felt more comfortable to gain access to care without the worry of prosecution. Ultimately, nevertheless it was similarly uncovered that supplementary issues involving treatment facilities and better harm reduction further added to the better health consequences of a society that come from the legalisation of drugs. 
With this will obviously similarly come influences to the criminal justice system within the United Kingdom if the decriminalization of drugs was to actually take place. According to, Greer, Bonn, Shane, et al, (2022), the legalisation of drugs has been reported to lead to increased societal consequences as the expenses of the criminal justice system are diminished significantly. In supplement to this, as the expectations of those engaged in drug use look up, for instance in concerns to employment or their relations with loved ones, encouraging outcomes have similarly been reported in terms of reoffending and recuperation. Finally, according to Gaines and Kremling, (2014) the decriminalisation of drugs within the United Kingdom will additionally diminish vast pressures the criminal justice system currently deal with in regards to illegal drugs. By legalising drugs in the United Kingdom, it will also lessen the burden these crimes bring to the court procedure, the expenses of custody of offenders and time spent on these incidents by the police force and legal consultants on court issues. 
In conclusion, for a number of individuals neither legalisation nor even decriminalisation of a select few or of all illegal drugs within the United Kingdom will be a result they are even willing to stand for. In spite of this, in some regards numerous individuals would contend it is beside the point. As these individuals would not use illegal drugs any more than they may well use additional ideas they disdain. Even though other people may perhaps like such as smoking tobacco or drinking alcohol for instance (Mistral, 2013). Lastly, according to Askew and Bone, (2019) there is additionally substantial testimony to indicate that illegal drug laws both worldwide and nationwide may well be considered inappropriate for intent. On top of this, be deemed to worsen the condition regarding these issues.  
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