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	Proposed Research Topic:

Analysing the Impact of Oral Cancer Awareness Campaigns on College Students.

Research question:

· What is the overall effectiveness of oral cancer awareness campaigns targeted at college students in increasing knowledge about oral cancer risk factors, symptoms, and preventive behaviors?
· What are the key barriers and facilitators to the uptake of oral cancer preventive behaviors among college students following participation in awareness campaigns?


Research methodology:

RESEARCH DESIGN

A systematic review stands as a meticulous and transparent approach aimed at consolidating findings from various studies to address a defined research query. This method entails methodically exploring, assessing, and amalgamating pertinent literature to furnish an all-encompassing insight into the subject matter.
SEARCH STRATEGY
· Databases to be searched (e.g., PubMed, Scopus, Web of Science).
· Search terms and keywords related to oral cancer awareness campaigns, college students, and relevant outcomes.






A brief overview 
	[bookmark: _Hlk142389616]Introduction
· Oral cancer poses a significant public health challenge worldwide, with rising incidence rates and high mortality rates, particularly in low- and middle-income countries (Johnson et al., 2011).
· Prevention and early detection are critical in improving oral cancer outcomes, as late-stage diagnosis significantly reduces survival rates (Warnakulasuriya, 2009).
· Health promotion efforts, including oral cancer awareness campaigns, play a vital role in disseminating information about risk factors, symptoms, and preventive behaviors to the general population (Speight & Warnakulasuriya, 2010).
· College students represent a unique demographic group with distinct health-related attitudes and behaviors, making them an important target audience for health promotion interventions (American College Health Association, 2019).
· Despite the potential impact of oral cancer awareness campaigns, there is limited research evaluating their effectiveness specifically among college students (Elango et al., 2006).


  RATIONALE
      
· Significance of Oral Cancer: Oral cancer is a major global health concern with increasing incidence rates and significant mortality rates, particularly in low- and middle-income countries (Johnson et al., 2011).
· Importance of Prevention and Early Detection: Prevention and early detection are crucial for improving oral cancer outcomes, as late-stage diagnosis significantly reduces survival rates (Warnakulasuriya, 2009).
· Role of Health Promotion: Health promotion efforts, including oral cancer awareness campaigns, are essential for disseminating information about risk factors, symptoms, and preventive behaviors to the general population (Speight & Warnakulasuriya, 2010).
· Targeting College Students: College students represent a unique demographic group with distinct health-related attitudes and behaviors, making them an important target audience for health promotion interventions (American College Health Association, 2019).
· Research Gap: Despite the potential impact of oral cancer awareness campaigns, there is limited research evaluating their effectiveness specifically among college students (Elango et al., 2006).


        STATICAL ANALYSIS
Statistical analysis will be conducted using thematic analysis to explore the effectiveness of oral cancer awareness campaigns among college students. By focusing on qualitative data and uncovering the underlying themes and narratives, this research aims to provide valuable insights that complement existing quantitative findings and inform the development of future awareness initiatives in this population.

       QUALITY EVALUATION
· Predefined criteria including study design, sample size, methodology, and bias risk were established.
· Cochrane Risk of Bias tool for Randomized Controlled Trials ( RCT)s and Newcastle-Ottawa Scale for observational studies were utilized.
·      Methodological strengths and weaknesses of each study were summarized in tables, highlighting areas of concern.
      DATA EXTRACTION
· DEVELOPMENT OF EXTRACTION FORM: A STANDARDIZED FORM WAS CREATED TO SYSTEMATICALLY EXTRACT KEY STUDY CHARACTERISTICS, PARTICIPANT DEMOGRAPHICS, INTERVENTION DETAILS, OUTCOMES, AND EFFECT SIZES.
· 
· EXTRACTION PROCESS: TWO INDEPENDENT REVIEWERS EXTRACTED DATA, ENSURING CONSISTENCY AND ACCURACY. DISCREPANCIES WERE RESOLVED THROUGH DISCUSSION.
· 
· VERIFICATION: EXTRACTED DATA WERE CROSS-REFERENCED WITH ORIGINAL SOURCES TO ENSURE ACCURACY, WITH DISCREPANCIES RECTIFIED ACCORDINGLY.
           IMPLICATION OF STUDY
· Policy and Practice Guidance: Inform policymakers and practitioners in developing targeted oral cancer awareness campaigns for college students.

· Optimized Health Promotion: Improve the effectiveness of health promotion strategies by identifying successful approaches and key factors for behavior change.


· Empowerment of College Students: Empower students with knowledge and skills to recognize and respond to oral cancer-related concerns, promoting positive health behaviors.


· Guidance for Future Research: Provide a foundation for future research, including longitudinal studies, comparative effectiveness research, and qualitative exploration of student perspectives.















Aim 
	[bookmark: _Hlk142389877]The primary aim of this dissertation is to investigate the effectiveness of oral cancer awareness campaigns that target college students. By conducting a comprehensive analysis, the aim is to gain insights into the impact of these campaigns on college students' knowledge about oral cancer risk factors, symptoms, and preventive behaviors.








Objectives 
	· Evaluate the overall effectiveness of oral cancer awareness campaigns in increasing knowledge about oral cancer risk factors, symptoms, and preventive behaviours among college students.
· Identify the key barriers and facilitators to the uptake of oral cancer preventive behaviours among college students following participation in awareness campaigns.
· Provide insights into the design and implementation of future oral cancer awareness campaigns tailored to the college student population.




















Ethical considerations 
	
I will submit my research proposal and the UWTSD ethics form to my supervisor to receive ethical approval.

I will develop a research information letter and consent form to be handed to each participant.

Voluntary informed Consent will be asked of each participant: 

I will ensure participants will not be subjected to coercion, intimidation, and undue influence  to participate in this research. 

I will ensure participants will be informed they have the right to withdraw and their data from this research. 

I will ensure to store the obtained signed consent forms securely and anonymously. 

I will ensure the collected data will be protected and stored securely and deleted after ending this study program.


I confirm that I have discussed and agreed every section of this form with my supervisor and will only conduct my research in line with what has been agreed in this document


Signature……M.M.S.M………………                                        Date:………09/03/2024………………….. 



Supervisor:

 Signature………………………………….                                              Date:………………………………….. 
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A Participant research information form 
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