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Colonisation

o Cultural contact; colonisation is at the forefront of
Interpretative paradigms in studies of the ancient
Mediterranean

0 Mediterranean archaeology tends to avoid notion of
“colonialism”; instead talks more about colonisation

O Three case studies in this module:
EB | Egyptian colonies in Palestine
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Et-Tell, Jerusalem: Early Bronze
Age temple

Egyptian masonry technique + presence of
alabaster
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Colonisation

o Cultural contact; colonisation is at the forefront of
Interpretative paradigms in studies of the ancient
Mediterranean

0 Mediterranean archaeology tends to avoid notion of
“colonialism”; instead talks more about colonisation

O Three case studies In this module:
EB | Egyptian colonies in Palestine
Egyptian colonies in Nubia (OK, MK)
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Colonisation

o Cultural contact; colonisation is at the forefront of
Interpretative paradigms in studies of the ancient
Mediterranean

0 Mediterranean archaeology tends to avoid notion of
“colonialism”; instead talks more about colonisation

O Three case studies in this module:
EB | Egyptian colonies in Palestine
Egyptian colonies in Nubia (OK, MK)
New Kingdom Egyptian Empire in Nubia and Palestine
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Colonies & Colonialism

0 What is a colony?

O 1548: colony describes a settlement in a new country,
forming a community subject to a parent state

0 Derives from colonia (a farm, settlement, landed
estate) established in conquered territory by veteran
soldiers

0 Colonialism: refers to presence of foreign people at
some distance from their place of origin

0 From Hellenistic/Roman period colonialism is
connected with cities & transmitting benefits of urban
living
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Colonies

o ‘Colony’: a settlement established by a people of a
different descent/ethnicity, language & social practices
to the local population

O This is distinguished by distinct domestic & civic
architecture, material culture & burial customs

0 Finley (1976): large-scale immigration from a homeland
& appropriation of land from the indigenous population

O Finley (1976): the newcomers subjugate the indigenous
population, control their labour, & institute formal
political & economic control from the homeland
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Post Colonial Theory

O A reaction against the over-riding western
Intellectual paradigm:

This has its roots in Said’s critique of “colonial discourse”
In the Near East: Orientalism

0 Reacts against the narrative of native peoples as the
exoticised & passive “Other”

0 Focuses on the local context of colonialism, the
diversity of local cultures, & agency of the colonised

0 How are local social identities reworked by peoples
living In colonial situations?
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Hybridisation

m "...cultural mixture is the effect of the practice of
mixed origins” (Friedman 1995: 84)
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TT63 Treasurer Sobekhotep:
Foreign Tribute (BM 1869,1025.5)
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Questions

Are these figures Aegeans?

Are they Mycenaen, Minoan?

What is the historical value of these scenes?
How do we have to see these scenes?

Hybridism in art: uniting elements — combination
of ornaments, normally not at a single object...,
combination foreign and Eg. motives)

O O O O 0O
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Examples for hybridism

0 Karnak temple in Thebes — Th 111 akhmenu
(“Botanical Garden”): 275 examples Syrian flora
+ fauna — birds accurate, flora: some accurate,
others based on imprecise memory, others made

up




Botanical Garden in Festival Temple:
plants and animals of foreign countries
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Botanical Garden in Festival Temple:
plants and animals of foreign countries
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Examples for hybridism

o Th Il akhmenu (“Botanical Garden”): 275
examples Syrian flora + fauna — birds accurate,
flora: some accurate, others based on imprecise
memory, others made up

O Representation of foreigners
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Examples for hybridism: TT 86
Mencheperreseneb (Th III)

Scene of foreign tribute, second register:
Figures mixed Syrian and Aegean attributes

Hybridism. A clearly hybrid figure (right) is composed by combining the red skin colour and skirt of an Aegean (left) and the
bearded head with head band of a typical Syrian {middle}. Tomb of Mencheperresonb (T. 86). Thutmose TII.




A) Figures 5-8 of Register I in the foreign tribute scene from the tomb of Mencheperresonb (T. 86

Thutmose II1. ii‘lliiii "l

B) Figures 9-12 of Register I in the foreign tribute scene from the tomb of Mencheperresonb (T. 86



Register II: Hybrid
types
- Figure 6: skin colour,
kilt = Aegean; but
bearded + Syrians
head

- Figure 8: pseudo- it ot fes i oo e e
Aegean skirt, curled : ;

A) Figures 5-8 of Register II in the foreign tribute scene from the tomb of Mencheperresonb (T. 86)
Thutmose I11.

locks, but beard

- Figure 10: seems

Aegean forehead, but

Syrian beard, Libyan

cross belt + pendant

necklace; made up

skirt (pointed,

decorated border, V- § A 2 e e 2
shaped hem) BY e -8t i oo i AP i e vt e Yot B Wil

(T. 86). Thutmose III.
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Examples for hybridism

O Th III akhmenu (“Botanical Garden™): 275
examples Syrian flora + fauna — birds accurate,
flora: some accurate, others based on imprecise
memory, others made up

O Representation of foreigners
O Representations of ships
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Axe of Ahmose (found in the
tomb of his mother Ahhotep)
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Typologies of Colonialism

0 Focusing on material culture & human agency
Gosden (2004) develops a model of colonialism with
three categories (Gosden 2004):

o Terra nullius:
modern, Western mode of colonisation
violence

o Middle ground:
cultural mixing pot: experiment & creativity

O Colonialism within a shared cultural milieu:
cultural power
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Images of enemies OR
Seti I attacks the town of
Yenoam in Canaan.
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Colonialism in a Shared
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Summary

0 Colonisation Is an important model for interpreting
cultural contact In the ancient Mediterranean

0 Terminology can be problematic: many terms are
culturally loaded

O A tendency In early narratives to equate colonisation
with the spread of civilisation

0 Post-colonial models emphasise social agency In
particular on the part of the colonised:

development of concept of hybridisation




