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Part 1 

Children’s outdoor play is seen as being extremely significant in Iceland and similar countries. Several people, more specifically (Norodahl and Johannesson, 2013) wrote about Government papers that state that the outdoors is good for children. The curriculum guidelines put a large emphasis on how using the outdoors as a learning environment is an efficient approach to allow children to think positively about nature and understand that it is a place where they can exercise and lead a healthy lifestyle.
The importance of utilising the outdoors for children has been evident in Iceland for a long time. In Iceland, children between the ages of one to six years old are allowed to play outside every day in schools whereas, children from the age of six to sixteen are only allowed to play outdoors at breaktimes. Depending on factors like the teacher and school, the outdoor learning will vary. In addition to this, there are signs that teachers in Iceland have started to incorporate using the outdoors for learning more than they used to as in the capital city Reykjavik, seventy percent of schools have stated that they use the outdoor environment for education more often (Oladottir, 2008).
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406. 
Part 2a 
In this essay I will be discussing the forest school’s scheme. Forest schools can be defined as ‘it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adult’s regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment” (Murray and O’Brien, 2006). People are concerned that children in school will not get to learn in Woodlands and surrounding areas the way they did because they are worried something will happen to them. In addition to this, there are a lot of opportunities for children to learn indoors also (O’Brien and Murray, 2006). 	
Moreover, there is also research that tells us that if children don’t utilise the outdoors when they are young, then they will not use it when they are older. This will deprive them from the physical and emotional benefits of accessing nature (Ward, Thompson, Aspinall, Bell and others, 2004). This is due to learning outdoors being different to learning in a classroom environment. The Welsh Government are encouraging teachers to use the forest school method in their schools, more specifically in the foundation phase. 
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Part 2b – Answer five questions on academic referencing – 600 Words Answer all questions below as fully as possible. 
1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of _________? Why is it important that students avoid this? 
In academic writing, if you fail to acknowledge the source of your information you could be accused of plagiarism. Plagiarism is the act of representing another person's words or thoughts as your own, regardless of that person's permission, by incorporating them into your work without giving them due credit (University of Oxford, n.d.) It is important for students to avoid this as it undermines credibility and can have many consequences for students. This can include failing an assignment to being removed from the course you are in. 
2. You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer. 
It is false that you only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. When using a source for information/ to back up your information, regardless of if you used a direct quote or paraphrased the information you still need to provide a citation/ reference. This is due to you still using information from someone else and if you do not give credit this will be taken as you are portraying it as your own words and as stated in question one, there are consequences for students if this happens.
3. Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons and supporting literature, whether you believe this statement is true or false. 
It is false that Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. This is due to the website allowing anyone to edit a piece of information. This means that the person may be making up this information and it may be misleading (Scribbr, n.d.). It is stated on the Wikipedia site that it is not a reliable source to include for citations as it is a user generated source (Wikipedia Contributors, 2019). Studies show that 87.5% of students use Wikipedia for their academic studies and 24% of these people believe the site is useful (Selwyn and Gorard, 2016). A stratified sampling technique was also used to gather data from university students to see their use of the website. The data showed that nearly all the students asked regularly use information from Wikipedia for academic studies (Amina and Warraich, 2022).


4. Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. 
When needing to present a long quotation in academic writing (for example more than thirty words or two lines), follow these instructions: 
1) Firstly, when your ready to insert the quotation, enter the quotation as a new paragraph from the one you are currently writing. 
2) Secondly, indent the paragraph as you usually would. 
3) Then, write the quotation without quotation marks as these are not required. 
4) Finally, reference the writer’s surname, the year of publication and URL or page number depending on the source you are using.  
For example (Jenkins, 2003, pp. 27-29)
5. Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. 
When beginning to conduct research for an academic assignment, you firstly need to make sure you fully understand the question/ topic you’re writing about. Look back on work you have previously completed or research information to ensure you fully understand. Creating notes that will help you throughout writing your academic assignment are beneficial as you can look back on them consistently.
Then, start to locate information and sources that would be suitable to use for you academic assignment to help answer your title. Five sources which are acceptable for academic study are books, articles, journals, websites and images for example graphs showing data. You will then need to evaluate your sources to ensure the quality of the information is good, is the information reliable, up to date and relevant? (Library, G.-T, 2021)
Part 3 – Write a critical response to an academic article – 1000 Words

In this critical response I will be looking at the academic article ‘Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales’. This academic article was written by the author Emma Smith from the University of York. In a brief explanation the topic of this text is look into the underachievement if students in Wales. In the abstract of the article according to Reynolds and Murgatroyd (1981, as cited in Smith, 2005) since the early 1980’s children in Wales have been ‘schooled to fail’. I believe the aim of this text is to delve in to try and find the reason why there is a debate about underachievement in Wales. 
	In this article the main finding/ key argument that is being used by the writer is to find out whether it is true that Wales are ‘schooling their children to fail’. The writer’s purpose throughout the text is to look at facts and statistics to see how Wales are doing academically this can include comparing Wales’s academic results to other areas.
	When looking at the structure of this article, the text has been organised firstly with subheadings above new sections of information. The author may have done this to make it easier for them to organise their thoughts about topics into each section. I believe by the author doing this, it not only makes it easier for readers to navigate their way through the article as they can clearly what is written each section, but also shows to the reader how much information/ research the author has included. 
	In addition to this, when looking at the paragraphs in this article, they appear to range in length. Some appear to be a typical, standard size of five to six lines (Grammarly, 2017), but a lot of the paragraphs are big pieces of information (twenty-two lines). I think that the author may have done this deliberately so they could group all the information about that one topic together or so the reader can organise their thoughts about that topic in the text together. However, as I understand it may be more efficient for the author to group all the information together when it comes writing or they did it intentionally for the readers thoughts, I believe for readers it may be a lot of information to take in and observe at first glance.
	Moreover, the use of statistics and numbers within the article is evident from the start. The author includes many statistics whether this be percentages, figures or years. For example, throughout the author has included figures from the Office of national statistics and the WJEC examination board. I think the author as done this for multiple reasons, to show they have done a wide range of research, to back up what they are writing and to show validity to the reader. 
	Similarly, for similar reasons, the authors use of appendices is also very detailed. The author has done this as it provides the reader with information and facts that support the main piece of text without distracting them from the main purpose of the article. As mentioned previously, the author has done this to show validity of the information they have written.
Following on from this, when looking at the language used in the article it is evident that the writing style suits the intended audience of an academic article. I think this as the style of writing used is in a formal format, the writing is easy to read with some advanced vocabulary but is clearly intended to be used as an academic article, for example this would not be suitable for children. There is also a high accuracy when it comes to grammar, punctuation and spelling, this is vital in an academic article as it is important for credibility and readability. 
Throughout this article the clear problem is are children in Wales underachieving academically. There are claims made that children in Wales are schooled to fail and Smith is in investigating that. Throughout this article, I believe the argument is consistent as the writer looks and challenges this debate several times as she looks at comparing Wales to other areas, comparing genders and looking at how factors like socio-economic status can affect a child at school. 
	Throughout the text relies on evidence for example from the Office of national statistics, the WJEC and CSE examination boards and National assembly for Wales. These sources are all reliable, useful, up to date and relevant due to them being official data website. These websites have no reason to produce untrue data, therefore making them reliable. In my opinion, I think the evidence is very effective in supporting the argument as by the author using these types of sources for statistics and to back up the information she is writing, it shows that the credibility and the validity of the article is to a high standard. This is effective because it shows the reader that what they are reading is not biased or not accurate. 
To conclude, my overall opinion of this text is that it is a reliable and detailed article. I think it includes informative information with valid sources to back the information up. If I had to make a recommendation for this article, it would be to break up the paragraphs mire due to some of them being lengthy for the reader. Overall, I believe it is an appropriate academic article due to level of validity and informativeness. 
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