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[bookmark: _Toc165580896]INTRODUCTION
Starting my academic journey in a module tailored to my interests and goals has been tough. English isn’t my first language, so each step has been a test of my determination, adaptability, and growth. In this report, ill talk about how this module has changed my academic skills, focusing on three main areas: writing, note-taking, and research. Writing academically, especially in a non-native language, was hard work. I had to really dedicate my self to structuring arguments well and expressing my thoughts clearly. But as worked through the course materials and assignments, I got better at it. With help from my teacher, I learned how to make strong thesis statements, building logical arguments with evidence, and use scholarly sources effectively. Taking good notes was another challenge. At first, I struggled to catch all the important details during lectures and research. But I tried different methods, like the Cornell method and note-taking apps, which helped me organize my thoughts better and engage more with what I was learning. Finding information and doing research was also tough, especially with so many resources out there. But with tutorials and practice, I learned how to search databases effectively and evaluate sources critically. This helped me contribute meaningfully to academic discussions. Overall, this module has really helped me develop and improve my academic skills. Despite English not being my first language, the opportunities it provided helped me grow and discover more about myself. Though this report, I want to show how I’ve evolved academically, acknowledging the challenges I’ve faced and the progress I’ve made.
[bookmark: _Toc165580897]ACADEMIC WRITING SKILLS
One of the most significant areas of development during this module has been my academic writing skills. At the outset, I struggled with structuring arguments coherently and articulating thoughts with clarity in a language that is not my mother tongue. However, as I engaged with the course materials and completed various writing assignments, I began to grasp the underlying principles of academic writing The process of formulating well-defined thesis statement, constructing logical arguments supported by evidence, and integrating scholarly sources into my writing gradually became less daunting. (Beackeer, 2016). The feedback provided by my instructors played a crucial role in identifying areas for improvement and guiding me towards effective writing practices. Though their guidance, I learned to refine my writing style, develop my critical thinking skills, and express complex ideas more clearly. Moreover, actively engaging with peer-reviewed articles and scholarly texts allowed me to expand my vocabulary and deepen my understanding of academic discourse. As result, I gained confidence in my ability to communicate complex ideas effectively and contribute meaningfully to academic conversations.  As I engaged deeply with the course materials and tracked various writing assignments, I began to internalize the core principles of academic writing. The journey started with learning how to craft well-defined thesis statements. These statements served as the backbone of my essays, around which I constructed logical, evidence-supported arguments. The process involves a rigorous application of the analytical skills I was concurrently developing, which gradually became more intuitive. Moreover, I actively engaged with peer-reviewed article and scholarly texts, which was a dual-edged sword of challenge and growth. Each article expanded my vocabulary and deepened my understanding of academic discourse. This was not a linguistic exercise but an intellectual expansion. The complex structures and advanced terminology that once baffled me began to make sense, and I learned not just to understand but also to critique and engage with the material. These experiences cumulatively led to a marked increase n my confidence. I found myself increasingly capable of expressing complex ideas with clarity and contributing meaningfully to academic discussions. My conversations with classmates and professors grew richer, reflecting not only my improved language proficiency but also a deeper, critical understanding of the topic. By persistently addressing each feedback point and embracing the rigours demands of academic writing, I transformed my initial apprehensions into a set of competencies that I am proud of today. This journey of linguistic and intellectual growth has been one of the most rewarding aspects of my academic career thus far. (Hinkel, 2011) (Hartley, 2008)
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Improving my note-taking skills has been another significant achievement during this module. I have some experience with note taking because of my college degree but sometimes I found it hard to keep up with the lectures because of my English is not my first language. It was tough to understand everything the teacher was saying and to figure out what information was most important. At first, trying to write down key concepts and details quickly enough was overwhelming. The fast pace of the classes combined with a language I was still mastering meant that I often missed crucial pints. Recognizing these difficulties, I knew I needed a better strategy to cope with the challenges. With determination to improve, I started experimenting with different note-taking techniques. I learned about the bullet points method, which involves using bullets to list key concepts and details during the lecture, making it easy to capture essential information quickly. This method really helped because it allowed me to clearly separate main ideas from details and summaries, making it easier to study later. In addition to traditional methods, I also tried using digital note-taking apps. These apps were great because they let me rearrange my notes easily and search for specific information quickly. I could type faster than I wrote by hand, and these apps often had features to help organize my thoughts and review them later, which was recommended by my Lecture in class and also took it from my power point lessons founded on the muddle. Regularly reviewing my notes became a crucial part of my routine. Each review session helped me understanding the material better and identify areas where I needed more clarification. I made it a habit to go over my notes, add extra details, and link concepts together. This not only reinforced my learning but also made it easier to remember what I had studied. By Consistently applying these new strategies, my ability to capture important information improved dramatically. I become more engaged in the classes and felt more confident about my understanding of the material. These note-taking skills didn’t just help me keep up with my classes they made me a better student.  (Cottrell, 2013)
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The module also provided opportunities for me to enhance my skills in finding information as using the website library offered by the university for different categories of subjects and looking over the notes that I took in class and research them to create a good report. Navigating academic databases and formulating effective search queries initially posed challenges, as the sheer volume of available resources and the complexity of the search process were overwhelming. However, with guidance from instructors and through hands-on practice, I developed the skills necessary to navigate this terrain with confidence. I learned to employ advanced search strategies, critically evaluate sources, and synthesize research findings effectively. Additionally, engaging in the process of conducting a literature review deepened my understanding of the subject matter and allowed me to situate my research within the broader scholarly context. (Beackeer, 2016) (Beacker, 2016) (Hartley, 2008) (Cottrell, 2013) (Lillis, 2010) (Pecorari, 2016) (Buzan, 2010) (Wallace, 2016) (Hinkel, 2011) (Booth, 2008) (Silvia, 2007 )
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In conclusion, the learning experiences provided by this module have been instrumental in fostering the development of my academic skills, particularly in academic writing, note-taking and finding information/research. Despite the challenges posted by English being my second language, I have made significant strides in each of these areas through perseverance, adaptation, and continues learning. Moving forward, I am committed to further refining these skills and applying them to my academic pursuits and beyond. I recognize that learning is an ongoing process, and I am eager to embrace new challenges and opportunities for growth. Though reflection and self- assessment, I will continue to cultivate my academic skills and strive for excellence in all aspects of my academic journey.  
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