Chapter 3 – Methodology

3.0 Introduction

This chapter will give an general idea to the methods used to research for the subject which is discussed by the researcher in this dissertation. This will done completed by using a survey which will be sent out to members of the public and serving police officers, who have given consent for this to be shared. 
Research is defined as ‘ a detailed study of a subject, especially in order to discover (new) information or reach a (new) understanding’ (Cambridge dictionary, N.D) 
Due to the recent banning of the XL bully, little research has been completed on the UK publics views of the government banning these types of breeds. The aim of the researcher is to find out the publics and police officers’ opinion on how the government should deal with these types of breeds, which are a danger to members of the public. The research will hopefully help build a new understanding of the publics and police officers views on dangerous dogs and what could be done in the future to stop these attacks.

3.1 Ethical practice 
A mandatory practise when conducting research to conform to ethical practise, this is important so the research is conducted in a fair, accountable and safe manner.  Prior to any research being conducted a ethics form was completed and this had to then had to be approved by a ethics committee. The form included a overview of the aims of the research, the method of how the search was going to be conducted, which as a interviews of specialist and members of the public and questionnaires which will be sent out to members of the public and police officers. Questionnaires will be conducted in this research. Also on the form was a risk assessment of the research to participants and the researcher, this was important as this is to protect the safety of all those involved and how the risks could be kept to a minimum. This research is going to be conducted on dangerous dogs, so such risk assessments are important and need to be carried out.  The ethical form also included how the data collected would be stored, this is to protect the data gathered from the participants and protect their anonymity.

3.2 Informed consent 
Informed consent will be given by the participants of the research, this will simply be a question on the survey which states that they consent for the researcher to use the answers they give in the research being carried out, this is important as the participants know that their answers will be used as part of research, with complete anonymity. There will be a disclaimer at the start of the questionnaire informing the participants of what the research is being carried out on and if they wish to carry on with the questionnaire, with simple questions such as do you wish to continue with this questionnaire after they have read the disclaimer. Another questions, such as age of the participants will also be asked, this is important as only participants over the age of 18 will be allowed to take part in the research, as a result of the ethics form and the possible sensitive nature of the questions being asked. The participant will also be informed in the disclaimer where the data will be stored. For this questionnaire the researcher will be storing the data on a password protected laptop which has also an extra measure of security with of an encrypted password. 

3.3 Data collection method

The researcher has decided to complete an online questionnaire in regards to gathering data from participants, this is simply due to the easy outreach of members of the public and police officers who would be included in this survey. The ease of sending a link and asking participants to complete the survey is a positive. As this would be less time consuming than interviewing each participant and would not take up as much of their time. This would also attract participants to complete the survey as they know this would not take up much of their time and they would be anonymous. Whereas conducting a interview face to face would be much more intruding and would maybe sway the answers in which the participants answer. Questionnaires would be able to gather multiple answers and they will be able to free text to add any comments in which they wish to add. The cons of an questionnaire are the participants may not respond to the request from the researcher and if this were to happen it may effect the 

3.4 Sampling

The researcher has sent out the survey to friends, family, police officers and members of a local football team. All of which come from a diverse background and would have a lot of different experience to the others. Which would gather better feedback for the research in which the researcher is requesting. The request to complete the survey would be sent to the participants via What’s app and Facebook. The benefits of this would be that the researcher would be able to see if the participants have read the messages that have been sent. This would encourage them to respond. The negatives of this are that the participants may also use this as a practical joke and may not take this research seriously. 

3.5 Conclusion 

The researcher has decided to complete a questionnaire, in which participants would be chosen from friends, family and a local football team. All in which would need to be over 18 years old and be able to give consent by agreeing to a disclaimer on the questionnaire, they would be informed of how the research would be used and saved safety on a password protected laptop. This is all within the guidance of an ethics form which was signed by a university committee agreeing to the research taking place in a ethical manner. Which safeguards the participants, from any danger and their data which they give to the researcher used morally.
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