Explore and evaluate the use of body-worn cameras in evidence-based policing.
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Evidence-based policing (EBP) is an important strategy that bridges the gap between theory and practice, this enables public safety for citizens in a way that’s effective, legitimate and sustainable (Lum and Koper, 2017). Similarly, it has been found that evidence-based policing Is a strategy that makes decisions about what works in policing (Sherman, 2013). Therefore, evidence-based policing involves the police using the best available evidence to ensure the prevention of crime (Welsh, 2006). This includes the use of research, evaluation, analysis and scientific processes in law enforcement decision-making (Lum and Koper,2015). Therefore, the use of scientific evidence and not evidence in the legal or investigative sense is important to understand when referring to evidence-based policing (Cordner, 2020), Since evidence-based policing has become of massive importance for police in the UK, serious crime has been reduced (Sherman, 2013). 

The core ideas for evidence-based policing include looking at Data and using data that has been collected to understand crime, Analysis that is conducted whilst evaluating research to ensure police practice is best informed (Cordner,2020). This allows for policing to become efficient, as it has been found that Evidence-based policing is important to grow knowledge within and across organisations through sharing information, knowledge and skills to improve policing (Mitchell and Huey, 2018). 


There are many criminological theories that link to evidence-based policing, these include routine activity theory, deterrence theory and rational choice theory, which all lead to the idea of crime prevention (Brown et al, 2018).  Rational choice theory guides the research for evidence-based policing as it explains individuals commit crimes by rational decisions expected to maximise their profit and minimise loss, which informs evidence-based policing with the idea that criminals do not commit crimes randomly, there’s a predictable pattern that exists (Avdija, 2008). 

Similarly, deterrence theory has been used to underpin evidence-based policing, as the idea that punishment should be certain, swift and severe, focusing on repeat offenders to ensure that they are aware they will be dealt with, has allowed for the focussed deterrence intervention to become an evidence-based practice for police to reduce violent crime, drug activity and gang crime (Mitchell and Huey, 2018). Therefore, deterrence theory informs evidence-based policing to ensure that crime can be stopped when the negatives of committing a crime outweigh the positives for the individuals (Braga and Weisburd, 2012). Deterrence theory ensures that the certainty of punishment for individuals is far more consistent and effective than the severity of punishment (Nagin ,2013) which is important when informing practice as a police officer.  


Body-worn cameras have become of major importance in policing today and have a key use in evidence-based policing (Lum et al, 2019). They are an important tool for police oversight, accountability and transparency (Williams et al, 2021). According to the Metropolitan Police (2023), body-worn cameras are small visible devices that are attached to police officers’ uniforms and used to capture both video and audio evidence when attending all types of incidents. This is because of the increase in police brutality over the decade with public uproar and riots, the use of these cameras allows for safe policing and transparency (Bud, 2016). Whilst CCTV and Police Dashboard Cameras have been around for some time, Body worn cameras allow evidence to be collected and stored from an officer's perspective (Ariel, 2016), whilst this has been found a positive reinforcement for police officers, it has been found that there is still some uncertainty about their impacts on policing outcomes (Williams et al, 2021). Moreover, the use of body-worn cameras has been greeted with enthusiasm and scepticism, due to the different opinions on these devices (Thomsen, 2020). Body-worn cameras not only record vast amounts of footage capturing the officer's perspective, it also captures aspects of interactions with citizens, police decision making and police work (Schafer, 2022)


There are many strengths and weaknesses of body-worn cameras. Firstly, they increase transparency and citizens' views of police legitimacy (White, 2014). Whilst this is a strength of body-worn cameras, White (2014) claims there is limited evidence or studies on body-worn cameras increasing transparency. However, according to Hedberg et al (2017), body-worn cameras allow for transparency which reduces complaints, helps identify persistent problems and leads to greater police legitimacy.  Similarly, Body worn cameras can monitor and change police behaviour and allow for more positive policing rather than the behaviour changes that have been recorded in the past from officers in a position of power (Williams et al, 2021). In addition to the positive impact body-worn cameras have on police behaviours, they also have a civilising effect on citizens, which results in improved behaviour (White, 2014). This implies that body-worn cameras improve the behaviour in both police and the public.  Similarly, another strength of body-worn cameras is that their ability to replay recordings and police to analyse concise recordings enables accuracy in the profession (Schafer, 2022) this allows for police officers to be covered if accusations or court cases arise as recordings and footage is there as evidence, similarly, this can be said for public citizens as the recording and footage saved can go In the favour if they feel they have been done wrong by a police officer or did not feel like they had the right person. 

On the other hand, a disadvantage to body-worn cameras is their requirement of investment, this includes training and policy development, which is important before deploying body-worn cameras to police officers (White, 2014). This implies that a lot of training and changes to the policies is included before the cameras can be used which is an implication when they are needed so regularly in policing.  These policies should include when a police officer is allowed to turn the body-worn camera on or off (Palmer, 2016). Similarly, a disadvantage to body-worn camera footage is the lack of context for the event that is being analysed, the information that officers receive when handling a call will be missed out from the footage (Schafer, 2022). Similarly, a lot of debate and focus has been on when police officers should record, what conditions should trigger the beginning or end of a recording and where and how long should the data be stored (Thomsen, 2020). This implies that there are still some weary opinions on the use of body-worn cameras and specifically the scenarios they are being worn in. Another disadvantage that is widely concerned is the financial costs and commitment to finance the resources and logistics that are needed for body-worn cameras, with a price range of around £800 to £1,000 per camera (White, 2014). This implies that body-worn cameras are extremely pricey and the requirement for every officer to be wearing them would cost the police an extortionate amount of money, which could set back the police force quite a bit. 


It is important to note, the ethical implications that surround body-worn cameras in policing. Firstly, body-worn cameras have been identified as a serious privacy threat (Miranda, 2022), This is because body-worn cameras allow police officers to record anywhere they go when the body-worn camera is attached to the officer's uniform (Lin, 2015). This implies that body-worn cameras filming the public is a breach of privacy as the public has rights to what is recorded of them etc. Whilst this has been considered an ethical implication, civil rights advocates have supported the use of body-worn cameras by police (White, 2014). However, there are many concerns about body-worn cameras influencing public privacy with tension occurring on the release of embarrassing footage to the public (Freund,2015). Similarly, the privacy rights of police officers have been found as another ethical limitation, as the cameras represent a change in working conditions that many officers believe must be negotiated (White, 2014). Therefore, this implies, that police officers also believe body-worn cameras have a negative effect on their privacy and cause a change in the way they undertake their role, similarly this could potentially cause police officers to not work to their best potential in a concern that it could be used against them in the future, but this will ensure all police officers are working correctly and efficiently and using what they have learnt In practice in a safe manner. 

Stop and Search has become a well-established police practice and to increase public trust and confidence in the police when conducting stop and searches, body-worn cameras have become an important recommendation (Nawaz and Tanekebe, 2018). Stop and Searches are originated by the police and involve suspicious individuals or vehicles and administrative measures (Magaloni, 2019).  Police officers have been ordered to wear cameras when conducting stop and search in a bid to improve fairness and transparency (Goldstein, 2013 as cited by Taylor, 2016). This implies that during stops and searches, body-worn cameras become an advantage for police officers as they can record their actions and the individual or group they are stopped and searching. It was found that body-worn cameras during stop and search reduced racial profiling but also highlighted other forms of discrimination (Taylor, 2016). This is something that body-worn cameras can benefit the public, as discrimination from officers can be seen and heard on the body-worn camera footage by other members of the police force and the footage is saved for a period if they feel it needs to be raised during a court hearing. Not only have body-worn cameras reduced racial profiling during stop and searches, but it also has the benefit of video footage stored and available to access on all stop and searches completed by the police (Kaylan and Keeling, 2019). Similarly, this allows analysing of footage from stops and searches when looking at the respectfulness of police officers and the public (Voigt et al, 2019). Therefore body-worn cameras have become essential to monitor the disproportionate use of stop and search (Drover and Ariel, 2015). 

In conclusion, body-worn cameras are important in evidence base policing, due to their ability to increase police transparency in literature (Williams et al, 2012). As well as being an important tool for transparency, they also increase public confidence in police especially when undertaking stop and searches. The strengths of body-worn cameras outweigh the weaknesses of body-worn cameras according to research as they are put in place to help policing improve, which ensures that all police enforcement should invest in body-worn cameras to allow for better policing. Not only are body-worn cameras important for better policing, but this essay also concludes that they change police behaviours and ensure safety for public citizens (Lum and Koper,2017) which is an important part of evidence-based policing. Therefore, the use of body-worn cameras should be a requirement in the use of evidence-based policing because of the positives that they bring to policing and footage is saved to cover police and the public if needed.  Therefore, makes policing safer and better in the long run and any case can use the footage as evidence, which is important in policing and law. 
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