Immigration
                   Moral and Political Philosophical Question 

The question of immigration is central to what we find discussed today within the mainstream media. Social media is used today by a vast population of people around the world offering different opinions on the subject. With a growing number of people no longer trusting the regular media channels found on TV and views found between the pages of the newspapers for their information, do we run the risk of uninformed podcasters passing on their opinions and beliefs, however misinformed, on the subject they may be.
Whom is it that we rely on to set guidelines for our governments to follow with regards to migration? How did they come to a decision that encompasses a mutually agreed policy in which to follow?
December 10th, 1948, the UN General  Assembly established the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to assist displaced people (UNHCR, 2026). 
Furthermore, in 1951 the refugee convention followed, with its protocol in 1967, the key legal documents that form the basis of the UNHCR’s work on the convention for Refugees (UNHCR, 2026). 
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Fig1. Signing of the convention for Refugees 1961. (UNHCR global website). 
After two world wars, with the displacement of people around Europe, governments worldwide came together to deal with this issue. Ensuring a mutual agreement on moral obligation owed to displaced groups of people around the world. This would also concern the Palestinian population, after the Israeli declaration in 1948. Figures of around eight million five hundred thousand had died in the first world war  (UNHCR, 1948) ( (UNHCR, 1948) ( Showalter, 2026).  Additionally, by the end of the second world war a further loss of forty to fifty million people had also died (Chmielewski, 2026). 
Many of the representatives came from countries that had a significant difference of opinion on Human rights, not so long before the signing of UNHCR convention.  
However, the mistakes made around two world wars resulting in mass loss of life were  identified as a learning point, coupled with decisions from governments that led them to war. A more philosophical approach to the issue of refugees and human rights was needed.    
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Fig 2. Getty Images.
This is an image becoming increasingly familiar. This type of image has evoked controversial opinions throughout the UK, causing disagreements between the population. Immigration is now one of the main political talking points that could determine the outcome of future elections. 
Political parties for example Reform UK and the Conservatives are challenging the established human rights protections relating to migration. This raises the questions about whether traditional moral philosophies still carry the same weight in modern society (Elgot and Adu, 2025). 
The image below represents the UK figures of immigration from 2018 upto 2026. The figures show how governments that work across borders, can substantially bring down the number of immigrants attempting to cross the channal on small boats, putting themselves and their familys at great danger. This has happened without any changes to the UNHCR proclamation to refuges or effecting their human rights. The Government  figures are often brought to question by opposition parties.  In some instances there is also debate that there is a place for an overhaul of the United Nations and the way they look at human rights and the movement of refuges.
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Some of the common reasons why people are forced to leave their homes and move into refugee camps do vary, from global warming, natural disasters and wars. Famine is also a huge contribution to these figures. Starvation can be the result of weather conditions like drought; however, this is far from the single cause, with war being equally to blame. The world food program’s 2026 has said that two hundred and sixty-six million people are at risk of acute hunger in 2026. (www.wfp.org).  70% of people  affected by food insecurity live in fragile or conflict-affected countries. This figure is on the increase with the conflict in the middle east and in turn poses a major threat to millions of people’s food security, both in the middle east and east, central, and west Africa. (www.wfp.org).
Climate change is one of the leading causes of the rise in global hunger. It affects lives, crops, and livelihoods and so undermines people’s ability to feed themselves. According to the World food program, hunger will spiral out of control if the world fails to take immediate climate action. (WFP. 2026@ World food program).
The UNHCR and the World Food Program guidance shed light on world issues regarding human rights. Information gathered by professionals in the field, such as scientists and aid workers, has led to collaboration around  a philosophical opinion on global issues. These reports are not newspapers, or the opinion of any one single government that may choose to overshadow the facts laid out. However, some politicians refuse to acknowledge what is being advised in relation to global warming, its effects on migration, and the impact it has on the refugee crisis affecting the world today. The move away from advice given by institutions of merit like UNHCR and the World Food Program is a worrying trend 
which prompts the question, how we collectively wish to live as a nation.
The poignant analogy of philosopher Peter Singer (P Singer, 2016 p17), when he looks at a child drowning in a pond, can be used as a source of philosophical questioning, apt to the immigration topic.  On seeing a child drowning feet away from you, do you consider the clothes you are wearing or your expensive shoes, or do you jump in and save the child? Using this as a relevant example, consider observations on the news of children in other countries dying from hunger with no home to sleep in or feel safe in. Does one forgo the purchase of expensive shoes and clothing and instead donate a portion of that money to help the child?
Does one put out his hand to help save the lives of millions of starving people, or because they do not live next door or down the road, do we find ourselves comfortable   turning our backs on them? 
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The number of people arriving in the UK on small boats peaked in 2022
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