

Table of Contents

Introduction	3

Background	3

Main Body	4

Table 1…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  4

Conclusion…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….6 

References	6
















Introduction

From supporting healthcare, education, housing all the way to boosting the economy, providing jobs and attracting tourism, construction is one of the most vital industries in the world and was certainly one which enticed me. 

Background

Growing up in the Rhondda valleys, despite the impressive views on the countryside, the lack of sightseeing was always something which had bothered me. Even at a young age I was drawn to magnificent structures, and this led me and my family seeking tourism on a mission to find these buildings. Such as locally, buildings including the Senedd and the Millenium in Cardiff, even to St Fagans where I could see the evolution of construction. Furthermore, once I was lucky enough to witness additional structures such as the Camp Nou in Barcelona, the Eiffel Tower, and Old Trafford I always intrigued by the buildings, and it made me realise just how much was possible in this industry even at an early age.
As I also grew up in a family of tradesmen, there is no doubt that these had an impact on me. With members of the family being painters, carpenters, and groundworkers, I saw early on the jobs the industry provides as well as the comradery it brings. I would regularly be told stories about projects which relatives had worked on, and it was clear how much pride they had when sharing these stories. When choosing this sector this is something I wanted to share, being able to witness my work turn into reality and watching a project progress on a regular basis makes the construction industry one of the most satisfying to work in. 

Main Body

The main feature of the industry which really stood out to me before I chose the sector was the variety in the industry and the ever-changing environment. Firstly, it is clear how much the industry has progressed along with the progression of technology in society. New methods of construction including Building Information Modelling (BIM), sustainable methods, 3D Printing are driving the industry to become a more efficient, collaborative environment. As a young apprentice like myself interested in technology, this will prove a great time to join the industry in order to learn and use these technologies which many of the people in the industry will lack experience of and the value of learning these skills could prove essential in the employability of my future self. 

Table 1- BIM adoption comparison in Europe (O’Malley, 2023)

	Country
	Most common BIM maturity level
	Date BIM become mandatory
	Percentage of construction companies that use BIM

	UK
	2, with development towards 3
	2016 for government projects
	73%

	Germany
	2, with some 1 and 3
	2017 for projects worth over €100 million
	70%

	Poland
	1, growing rates of 2
	2030 for capital construction projects with a state budget
	43%

	France
	2
	1st January 2022
	35% – real estate
50-60% of construction companies

	Croatia
	0, some cases of 1
	Not currently mandatory
	25% of designers
4% of contractors

	Austria
	1, with local standards pushing for 3
	2018-20 for cost control in public buildings
	20%

	Russia
	1, growing rates of 2 and 3
	1st March 2022 for all government-funded projects
	12%



With over 73% of construction companies in the UK now using BIM and the UK leading Europe for the use of BIM (O'Malley, 2023), compared to in 2016 where only 42% were aware of BIM (Nbs, 2016) it shows the impressive adaptiveness of the industry and demonstrates how likely BIM is to be significant in the future. Although the sector is dynamic in terms of growth it is also dynamic within each project in the industry. Each day working in the industry is different, with new activities taking place on site as a job progresses, you can never expect to be bored or find the job too familiar. Within my short period in the industry, I have never had two days the same and this is something which fascinated me before joining. 
As a taster to the industry, I enjoyed 6 weeks working as a labourer for an office fit out firm in the previous summer holidays. Despite only taking up this offer to earn temporary money whilst waiting to finish my A Levels, I never expected the massive impact this job had on me joining the industry as without it I may have never joined the industry. During the short period, I witnessed firsthand the comradery of working with other colleagues in not just the company I worked for but also with the chance to engage with other sub-contractors, and with the addition of coming from a sporting background this was something I loved. I also enjoyed the impact my job was having, and I felt pride as I was helping to progress a few sites which were local schools, which gave me pride in helping the local community and I felt important.

Therefore, once I had completed this short-term job, I knew I wanted to use my A-Levels for a different role in the industry. As I was doing Maths, Physics and ICT this gave me a good balance and I started to search for roles in the industry which suited my skills. I also wanted to get involved straight away and this led me to look for an apprenticeship which is something this industry also offers in abundance with over 26,100 apprenticeships beginning in July 2022 (Stein, 2023). On this search, I found a number of advertisements for apprenticeships in quantity surveying. I wasn’t fully aware what this role entailed but once I had researched and found that this role involved mathematics heavily and producing spreadsheets on Excel, I knew that this was a role that would suit my capabilities whilst also having the chance to work on site and witness what I’m working on turn in to reality which was important to me from day one. Additionally, before applying I wanted to know the financial conditions of this job and how important it would remain in the future as I wanted a secure job. From this research I was more than happy to find an average salary of £43,041 before even getting into management positions (RICS, 2022). Additionally, I also found that the roles of quantity surveyors in the future is changing with the development of BIM, and I thought that this was a great time to join the industry and become ahead of this curve and be part of a new generation of modern quantity surveyors.

Conclusion

Now, in November 2023, several months into my apprenticeship I couldn’t be happier with the choice I have made. I have had the ability to learn from and engage with experienced colleagues, as well as help support and witness an important project to extend a special school, which will help provide big value to the community in Cwmbran.
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