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Question 3: Critique audience experience from a narrative set in a built world. How can you compare this with another example to show a more effective transformation of an actual world phenomenon?
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Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and Our World

For this assignment I’ve decided to carry out a study/investigation on comparing two different worlds. Both worlds are from ‘The Teenage mutant Ninja Turtles’ universe, one is the animation series and the other is the 2014 feature film directed by Jonathan Liebesman. The animated series that I will be focusing on will be the 2003-2010 series created by Lloyd Goldfine. Both Teenage mutant Ninja turtle worlds/universes will be fully explored so that all their differences and similarities can be identified. 
           The animated series is a good place to start because throughout the animated series, the creators had included sci-fi and fantasy themed antiheros. This explains that the animated series consisted of a world filled with various species. However, the 2014 feature film on the other hand visually displayed that the turtles were created in a lab in New York city and kept to a realistic theme, so no out of this world theme. A good example to show that the animated series used other worlds is their 2004 episode called ‘Space invaders’, during this episode the ninja turtles had to fight off dinosaur like creatures from space. Evidence backing this statement is displayed as a screenshot on the right, these images are from the ‘Space invaders’ episode. 
After analysing the teenage mutant ninja turtles film, a few features were noticed, like the fact that even though the film was relatively set in the 21st century backdrop it did use some Sci-fi segments and information.  So, the film used some future aspects in the film such as the antagonist of the film using weapons that are out of this universe thus using different world aspects.
Another difference that was noticed between the animation and the film is the way the age of the turtles is displayed on screen. So, this can be identified through their characteristics, the way they speak and their rogue attitude. An example of this would be that the turtles from the 2014 film sound and look like they are in their late 20’s due to their rough body language and their large body build. However, when analysing the turtles from the animated universe, they all appeared to be aged around the early teenage ages of 18-20. This can be identified by firstly their teenage like body build and secondly how they acted like typical immature teenagers. If both universes portray a different age for the turtles, then the messages regarding leadership and family is different because one universe is mainly for kids and the other (the film) is bringing in new target audiences, which in this case is adults or teenagers using the bodybuilder type turtles. This can cause the message given out by the turtles to be misinterpreted.
One Aspect that both the animated and film universe uses is the idea of brotherhood and family displayed through the turtles. Displaying both brotherhood and family help the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles make a big impact to their audience. The turtles are visually showing their young audience the meaning of family and brotherhood through their actions in both the animated series and the 2014 film. Personally, showing the true meanings of family and brotherhood through the TMNT (Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles) is allowing the children (their main audience) to get role models. The turtles as role models would allow kids to get an understanding of all the primary knowledge regarding family and brother/sisterhood.
Another aspect that both turtle universes use is the leadership factor. This is a good factor because through the turtles many kids can get an idea on the basic knowledge of leadership. This could develop their skills when they grow into students. This aspect is backed up further through an online blog called, Leadership Lessons From the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. In this blog Henry, Zoë (2014) explains to her readers, three leadership lessons taught by the turtles, the writer also states how the turtles taught its audience the meaning of leadership and how those lessons can be useful in developing children’s skills.
Teamwork is another key skill that both the animation and film universe teach to their main audience. Demonstrating the essentials of being a good team worker will allow children to understand the basic knowledge about how they could work together. If children can be taught how to work within a group then this could help them develop another key skill, and that is communication. 
      ‘Leonardo, Donatello, Michelangelo and Raphael make up a dynamic team who can teach kids important lessons about working together as a team” (OMAHA Children’s Museum, 2018).
The above quote is from a website that backs up the idea the turtles are providing their audiences with all the valuable lessons regarding teamworking.
Sacrifice is another key aspect that is taught by the turtles in both universes. This aspect is key for their audience because the turtles are teaching children the term of sacrifice, teaching them this at a young age is ideal for when they start to grow up. A good example of sacrifice is showed in the 2014 film when, Splinter (The mutated Rat) the father figure for the turtles sacrifices his life so that his Son’s, the turtles are not captured by the antagonist Shredder. Sacrifice is something that should be taught to children from an early age because this will allow them to be independent and contribute positively to their society as they grow. An explanation of sacrifice helping children to boost their independence is clearly stated in the following online Journal article; Teaching Children to Sacrifice: Mirrors to Windows. The writer explains;
       “Helping children turn those mirrors of self-importance, self-concern, and plain selfishness into windows to look out on and respond to the needs of others-this is a big part of parenting” (Hiatt, 2005).
The writer is explaining and backing up the idea that if children are taught the key points to sacrifice from a young age this can teach them to overcome any issue when growing and become independent, as said before the Teenage mutant Ninja Turtles are already visually teaching them the key factors of sacrifice through their tv series and film.
One area where both the film and the animated series display a negative inspiration for their audience, which are kids is the use of violence. When both universes were compared regarding their use of violence, the film was identified as the one that included more violence through their action than the other universe even though both implemented the violence aspect. When researching further regarding violence and the TMNT (Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles), the following article was found, it was called The Subversion of Healthy Development and play: Teacher’s Reactions to the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. The writers of this article went out and questioned various school teachers about their opinions on the TMNT and how it impacted children. In the article there was one key sentence that included a short stats and facts from the writer’s investigation which clearly backed up the idea of violence causing a negative impact to the TMNT’s audience. The writers stated the following; “Sixty-five teachers (89%) reported negative effects of the TMNT on children’s play. The increased level of violence and aggression in play was the most common issue raised” Carlsson-Paige, (Nancy & Levin.E, Diane 1991). The writers are explaining that majority of the teachers they interviewed regarding their investigation suggested that the violence in TMNT has had a negative impact on children and their actions. This is sufficient evidence to suggest that violence can cause a great influence on children’s behaviour and actions.
Another area which the turtles can cause a negative influence on their main audience children is the inclusion of adult humour. This aspect is only displayed in the 2014 film, this aspect was included so that the creators behind the film can attract a new target of audience while still being able to make a film for their main audience. The Adult humour scenes are discreetly including throughout the film. The film was able to use adult humour and allow their main audience to see by getting the age rating of the TMNT film to be 12A, this means kid under the age could see if they are accompanied by an adult. This is a great way for the film to attract the adults aswell as giving content for children to watch, however even though the censored adult humour is only discreetly included in the film some children may still notice the humour and they could start questioning about a specific segment that wasn’t for them. The ninja turtle’s movie weren’t the only ones to include adult type humour into films and animations that were mainly marketed for children, this is backed up in a thesis; The Rise OF Humor: Hollywood Increase Adult Centered Humor in Animated Children’s Films. This Thesis states that even though many films which had children as their target market, they still tried to incorporate something that would attract the adults while still including content for their main audience. An example of this is explained by the writer;
       “The Incredibles (US, 2004) – Mr. Incredible is finally happy and heading off to work when his wife pulls him back in the house to kiss him (as a sexual innuendo)” (Akers, 2013, P. 5)
This example is sufficient evidence to suggest that some film makers still try to include small segments such as the censored adult humours, so they can attract more than just their target audience.
Another area where the turtles were good at was inspiring and bringing in new audiences, both the animated tv series and the 2014 film has attracted and inspired an array of difference ages and backgrounds, this is clearly stated in a book called, Raise Some Shell: Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. The writer states;
   “Ninja Turtles inspired countless imitators, numerous detractors, and fanatical devotion from people of all ages and background” (Rosenbaum,2014).
Even though the turtles have influenced their audience in some negative ways such as including violence and adult humour in their content. Rosenbaug has clearly explained that the turtles have been able to successfully bring in and inspire various people through their content. The books also state that the turtles have helped develop skills like imitation because there are many imitators out there that have been inspired to imitate either one turtle or all four.
To conclude both world’s displayed and used different aspects, such as the animation series including scenarios that were out of this world e.g. fighting aliens. The film on the other side only consisted of real-life scenarios and tried to keep everything to a realistic aspect. However, one area which both the animated and film universes of the Teenage mutant Ninja Turtles were successful at was at providing its audiences with various life lessons that they could use to improve and develop their learning skills as they grow. If one universe had to be chosen, then that would have to be the animated television series. The Teenage mutant ninja turtle’s television series have an advantage over the 2014 film due to the fact that they kept their content specifically for their main target audience and they included small life lessons for their audience in most of their episodes.
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