‘A little world made cunningly’:  Poetry and the Public World
1558 Accession of Elizabeth I


(The Ditchley Portrait, c1592, by Marcus Gheeraerts the Younger)
:[‘Before the invention of the mechanical mass media … the creation of monarchs as an “image” to draw people’s allegiance was the task of humanists, writers and artist …. The politics of spectacle’ (Roy Strong Splendour at Court (Routledge 1973) p 19,21)]
Court as centre: Court(ly) language [Courtly love]

The mistress/queen as pure (dominant ideological structure)

The poet as neo-platonic:

Only the Poet disdeining to be tied to any such subjection, lifted up with the vigor of his own invention, doth grow in effect into another nature: in making things either better then nature bringeth foorth, or quite a new, formes such as never were in nature

Gender norms:

‘the man is as the head and the woman as the body … And as it is against the order of Nature that the body should rule the head, so it is no less against the cause of all good order that the woman should usuro authority to herself over her husband, her head’

(Thomas Gataker Marriage Duties (London 1620)) 

Woman have a thousand ways to entice thee and ten thousand ways to deceive thee … They lay out the folds of their hair to entangle men into their love  … take away their painted clothes and they look like ragged walls, take away their ruffs and they look ruggedly …

(Joseph Swetman The Arraignment of Leud, Idle, Forward and Unconstant Women (London 1615))
1559 A Mirror for Magistrates, Wherein may be seen by example of others, with how grievous plagues vices are punished; and how frail and unstable worldly prosperity is found, even of those whom Fortune seemeth most highly to favour. 

1595  Sideny’s Defense of Poesie:  

A speaking Picture, with this end to teach and delight … For these indeed do meerly make to imitate, and imitate both to delight & teach, and delight to move men to take that goodnesse in hand, which without delight they would flie as from a stranger; and teach to make them know that goodnesse whereunto they are moved: which being the noblest scope to which ever any learning was directed, yet want there not idle tongues to bark at them …
no learning is so good, as that which teacheth and moveth to vertue, and that none can both teach and move thereto so much as Poesie, then is the conclusion manifest; that incke and paper cannot be to a more profitable purpose imployed …
[‘the most fully developed attempt to establish a puritan-humanist aesthetic’

(Alan Sinfield Literature in Protestant England (Harvester 1983) p23)]  

1616 Jonson ‘To Penhurst’ (pub): topographical poems, Country House poems: see also: Marvell’s ‘Upon Appleton House”, Carew ‘To Saxham’. [See OED definitions of property: idea of property as thing emerges in C.17th ]  [see also: Golden Age]
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[‘There is more than a hint, in the whole tone of hospitable eating and drinking, of the easy insatiable exploitation of the land and its creatures --- a prolonged delight in an organised and corporative production and consumption ….’

(Raymond Williams The Country and the City (OUP 1973) p. 30)]

[‘visions of the idyllic whether expressed in terms of poetic yearning for the Golden age or of the ideals of pastoral life … plants become almost incidental, apart from their contribution towards achieving a symbolic effect … as a means of intertwining the natural world with a dynastic apotheosis.’

(Roy Strong The Renaissance Garden in England (Thames and Hudson 1979) p. 20)]

[‘the idealization of home as the centre of life marks the beginning … of a self-conscious preoccupation with the alienation of the modern world.’

(Don E. Wayne Penhurst: The Semiotics of Place (U Wisconsin P 1984) p.169)] 



(Barbara Gamage (Lady Sidney) and her Children (att. Marcus Gheeraerts the Younger c. 1596) [Emergent {nuclear} family])
Social models:
[HUMANISM]
Beholde also the ordre that god hath put generally in al his creatures, begynnyng at the moste inferiour or base, and assendynge upwarde …. so that in euery thyng is ordre, and without ordre may be nothing stable or permanent; and it may nat be called ordre, excepte it do contayne in it degrees, high and base, accordynge to the merite or estimation of the thyng that is ordred.

(Sir Thomas Elyot The Book Named the Governour (1531) I i)
We are onely that amphibious piece between a corporal and spiritual Essence, that middle form that links those two together, and makes good the Method of God and Nature, that jumps not from extreams, but unites the incompatible distances by some middle and participating natures. That we are the breath and similitude of God, it is indisputable, and upon record of Holy Scripture; but to call ourselves a Microcosm, or little World, I thought it only a pleasant trope of Rhetorick, till my neer judgement and second thoughts told me there was a real truth therein. For first we are a rude mass, and in the rank of creatures which onely are, and have a dull kind of being, not yet priviledged with life, or preferred to sense or reason; next we live the life of Plants, the life of Animals, the life of Men, and at last the life of Spirits, running on in one mysterious nature those five kinds of existences, which comprehend the creatures not onely of the World, but of the Universe. Thus is Man that great and true Amphibium, whose nature is disposed to live, not onely like other creatures in divers elements, but in divided and distinguished worlds …. (Thomas Browne Religio Medici (1643) 1)

 ‘So that, in the first place, I put for a generall inclination of all mankind a perpetuall and restless desire of Power after power … whatsoever is the object of any Man’s Appetite or Desire; that is it which he for his part calleth Good … For these words of Good, Evell are ever used with the relation to the person that useth them.’

(Hobbes Leviathan 6 vii (1651))
‘[T]here only is Political Society where every one of the Members hath quitted their natural Power, resign’d it up into the hand s of the Community … [which] comes to be Umpire by settled standing Rules.’

(Locke Treatise of Government VII 87 (1690))

By the time that the childe do com to xvii yeres of age, to the intent his courage be bridled with reason, hit were nedefull to rede unto hym some warkes of philosophie; specially that parte that may enforme him unto vertuous maners … the warkes of Plato wolde be most studiously radde whan the iugement of a man is come to perfection … wherin is ioyned grauitie with dilectation, excellent wysedome with diuine eloquence, absolute vertue with pleasure incredible … All the historiall partes of the bible be righte necessarye for to be radde of a noble man, after that he is mature in yeres. And the residue (with the newe testament) is to be reuerently touched, as a celestiall Jewell or relike, hauynge the chiefe interpretour of those bokes trewe and constant faithe … It wolde nat be forgoten that, the lytell boke of the most excellent doctour Erasmus Roterodamus … the institucion of a christen prince, wolde be as familyare alwaye with gentilmen, at all tymes, and in euery age, as was Homere withe great king Alexander, or Xenophon with Scipio; for as all men may iuge that haue radde that warke of Erasmus, that there was neuer boke written in latine that, in so lytle a portion, contayned of sentence, eloquence, and vertuous exhortation, a more compendious abundaunce. And here I make an ende of the lernynge and studie wherby noble men may attayne to be worthy to haue autorite in a puplike weale. (Sir Thomas Elyot The Book Named the Governour (1531) I xi)
