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Introduction 
Good afternoon. My name is Morgan Limmage and I would like to firstly begin by thanking you for your time. Standing next to me is Ffion Lindley and together we are going to talk about the UNCRC outlingling children rights and how our roles as Youth Workers differ from those of an advocate and how we as Youth Workers can become better advocates for Young People. 

To begin I will introduce and explain what the UNCRC is and what this convention does for Young People. While doing my research I came across an article written by Save The Children (n.d) I found that the UNCRC is the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child. This Convention is a legally-binding international agreement that illustrates the civil, political, social, economic and cultural rights of every child regardless of their background, race, their religion and abilities. 196 countries have signed up to the UNCRC since it was ADOPTED by the United Nations in 1986. There are 54 articles that outline children’s rights, which can all be seen on this resource written by (entre new poster reference) 

Within our placements and our futures as Youth Workers the knowledge and understanding of these rights become an important part of our practice. Each right is just as important as the other however certain types of Youth Work will call for different rights to stand out more than others. This can be seen within our current placement and will be further explained by each of us talking about our own placements and any other experiences we may have, I will now pass you along to Ffion…. 

· Ffion speaks and passes to me

Thank you, Ffion. From my experience working in Futureworks and working with my learners to help them increase their knowledge on life skills as well as broaden their education in a way that is tailored to the individual, I feel these four rights stand out the most to me. Beginning with Article 29 “Education must promote your rights and help you to develop your skills and talents to the full”. Many schools offer students many opportunities to express themselves through different mediums in order for them to develop certain skills. Schools offer extracurricular activities ranging from different topics such as sport, art, debate, film, and music. However, a main barrier to Young People expressing themselves and developing their skills is the ongoing epidemic that is bullying. Bullying not only affects the mental well-being of the victim but it also affects their future ambitions and follows them through to adulthood. This is backed up by an article written by Mihrab (2020) who claims that those who have not been bullied or experienced bullying had better grades and in future had better paying jobs compared to those who did experience bullying. 

Next, I will discuss the articles 37 and 40. Article 37 is “you have the right to not be punished in a cruel or hurtful way. Children must not be put in a prison with adults, and they must be able to keep in contact with their families”. Article 40 is “if you are accused or guilty of breaking the law you must be treated with respect and you have the right to help from a lawyer”. Unfortunately, it is believed by many that the biggest barrier to these rights being upheld is racism and events from 2020 further prove this argument. In 2020 a fifteen-year-old girl known as Child Q was accused by teachers of having drugs in her possession, this accusation led to her being strip searched on the school grounds. The accusation happened after some teachers believed they smelled cannabis coming from her person, back and scarf, it was known to some teachers that Child Q was previously excluded for drugs making this accusation have a bigger impact. The teachers contacted police officers after doing their own investigation but still suspecting her of having the drugs hidden on her person. According to Gamble and McCallum (2022) it was unlikely the teachers at the school were informed by the attending police officers of their intention to strip search Child Q, officers also did not inform Child Q or the teachers of the importance of having an appropriate adult present. This act carried out by police officers violated article 37 and 40 but also article 16 “children have a right to privacy”. They (Gamble and McCallum, 2022) further state that after considering the context of the situation, and impact felt by Child Q and her family, racism was likely an important factor in the decision to undertake a strip search. 

Moving on I believe the biggest barrier to all the rights mentioned is that Young People and adults do not know of the UNCRC, and the rights Young People are entitled to. This goes against Article 42 “the Government should make the convention known to all parents and Children”. Young People are not aware of their rights and parents also are not aware of what their child's rights are. To prove my theory, I conducted my own study within my placement at FutureWorks. On Monday I sat with my Learners who are aged between 16-18 and prepared a questionnaire. The first question being “Have you ever heard of the UNCRC?” all six of them answered no. The next question I asked was “What do you think your rights are as a Young Person”, only two of them answered yes and could name one. Thirdly I asked “Do you know how many articles outline your rights?” Again all of them answered no. I was shocked to hear so many of them say no and that they were completely unaware of their rights. I thought to myself what is something we could do as Youth Workers to help overcome this barrier and make Young People more aware of what they’re entitled to. But I quickly reminded myself that I had a group of Young People standing in front of me, who better to ask than the audience these rights directly affect. The majority of the group suggested that schools bring it into certain lessons, organisations run support groups to inform parents of the rights, and to put ads in the newspaper. 

It’s important that we give Young People a voice and that their voice is heard and their opinions are respected. However not everyone has the opportunity to express their voice and would need some support to make sure that even if they can’t express their views themselves, they still have the same opportunities as others and that they are listening to, this is where the role of advocacy takes place, this will be explained further by Ffion. 

· Ffion speaks and passes back to me 

A main negative could be that the Young Person could feel like they are being talked over and could feel as if their opinions are not being heard this could occur in certain circumstances when the process of the Youth Worker who is working with the Young Person is obstructed either by lack of communication or lack of understanding the interests presented by the Young Person. As stated in the Youth Work National Occupational Standards (2019) a Youth Worker should be able to identify with the Young Person the appropriate time for the to take over and advocate on their behalf. If the process of identifying when a Youth Worker should step in to advocate on behalf of the Young Person is not carried out appropriately it could leave the Young Person to feel as if they are being spoken over and not spoken for. Especially if it was not made clear by the Young Person that they wanted an advocate.

· Ffion concludes  
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