Version 1_Cohort 15 
[image: ]

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE in Consolidation of Social Work Practice
LEVEL 6 - 60 Credits
BMPF6044


LEARNER PORTFOLIO
(PORTH AGORED and UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID)


	Learner’s name: Laura Edwards 

Email address: lauraedwardspembs@outlook.com

Learner’s University Registration Number: 2421186

Cohort: 21onwards


 






Task 4

[bookmark: _Hlk209467146]Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).
Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


	[bookmark: _Hlk209467117]
Promoting the welfare of children is paramount in the UK, The Children Act (1989) (CA, 89), states children are, ‘best looked after within their families’. The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) requires local authorities (LA’s) to ‘promote the upbringing of a child by the child’s family, as far as that is consistent with the well-being of the child’. 

LA’s have a duty under, s21 SSWBA (14), to assess a child with care and support needs, with a child defined as, ‘a person who is aged under 18’, s3 (3) SSWBA (14). s130 SSWBA (14), places a duty on ‘relevant partners’ to inform a LA if there is ‘reasonable cause to suspect that a child within its area at any time is at risk’. The LA has a legal duty to investigate a child within their area is suffering or is likely to suffer significant harm, s47 CA (89). 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) (WSP, 19) outlines, how ‘safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility’ and the important of a ‘child centred approach’. The four specific types of abuse can include physical, sexual, neglect, emotional abuse and neglect, and practitioners are alerted to the possible ‘indicators’, ‘circumstances’ and ‘stressors’ which may contribute to the maltreatment (WSP, 19).  
 
When there is a ‘suspected’ concern of ‘significant harm’ in relation to a child’s welfare this is reported to the local authorities child protection team, in line with (WSP, 19), using a Multiagency Reporting Form (MARF), an assessment is undertaken to explore whether the concerns are ‘substantiated’ and whether to proceed with a s47 enquires (CA, 89), specifically the determinations are; ‘concerns not substantiated’, ‘concerns are substantiated but the child is not judged to be at continuing risk of significant harm’, or ‘concerns substantiated, and the child is judged to be experiencing or at risk of abuse, harm or neglect and a child protection conference should be convened’. The decision making is dependent on the overall history of the child, specialist knowledge or information gathered, and an ‘initial decision’ made within a ‘Strategy Discussion’ and/or a ‘Child Protection Conference’, and will depend on the information and evidence.  The basis of the support provided to children is outlined within the 54 Articles in the UN Convention on Rights of a Child (1992), this international human right treaty outlines their rights.  Practitioners in Wales must consider the law in relation to corporal punishment, Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) (2020) which highlights, ‘corporal punishment of a child taking place in Wales cannot be justified in any civil or criminal proceedings on the ground that it constituted reasonable punishment’. 

The Human Rights Act (1998) brings the European Convention of Human Rights (1953) into UK law where children can seek protection, and practitioners are encouraged to consider the ‘impact’ on the child and their own ‘engagement with the child’ (WSP, 19). Practitioners are to highlight within the child’s ‘care and support plan’ the responsible person, needs, risks and the plan coordinator. XXX Regional Safeguarding Board outlines the importance of children accessing the ‘right help at the right time’ and their ‘professional Curiosity’.  Parenting skills are fundamental to safeguard children and a mother’s court appeal was dismissed, concluding her children ‘need better than ordinary parenting’ (England and Wales Court of Appeal (Civil Division) Decisions, [2021] EWCA Civ 1451).  
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	[bookmark: _Hlk209467229]Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

[bookmark: _Hlk209467292]Every individual child or adult is to be safeguarded within the UK (WGP, 19), the key difference in children and adults safeguarding is the legalities surrounding the individual’s informed capacity and their right to a private life. 

The principles of the Mental Capacity Act (2005) (MCA, 05) is applicable to person’s age 16 years and above, principle (2) MCA(05) outlines, ‘a person must be assumed to have capacity unless it is established that he lacks capacity’, and considerations for the person, ‘not to be treated as unable to make a decision merely because he makes an unwise decision’, s1 (4) MCA(05) and during the assessment, ‘all practical steps’ are to be provided to support the person, s1 (3) MCA(05). If it is deemed the adult is unable to, understand, weigh-up, retain and communicate the specific ‘decision’ or ‘act’ to be made, then a decision is to only be made in the person’s ‘best interest’, s1 (5) MCA (05).

Adults can make an ‘unwise decision’ and if they can demonstrate they understand, can weigh up and communicate the risks associated with their decision making and they have a desire to make the risks, they have a right to do so and live ‘a private life’ (Human Rights Act, 1998). 

The Fraser Guidelines was implemented to support health professionals when providing advice and treatment around contraception without parental consent being sought, although these guidelines are used more broadly now.  If a child is under the age of 16 years and looking to make decisions, the ‘Fraser Guidelines’ can be followed and determines the child’s ability to consent to medical treatment or intervention using the ‘Gillick Test’ (Gillick Competence, 1983); considering their ability to understand what is involved, its purpose, the nature, likely side effects and risks and the success rates. There is no minimal age for a child to be assessed using the Gillick Test, but it is rarely used for children under 13 years as it is associated with sexual activity, regardless of whether the test suggests they are ‘Gillick Competent’.  

All individuals have a right to live a life they desire, and some individuals make ‘unwise decisions’ which may cause them to be at risk. There are circumstances where social workers and other professionals will intervene to help prevent any further risk, and to safeguard the child/adult making decisions in their best interests, this is dependent on their mental capacity (adults) or Gillick competence (children).  
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