Criminal Law Assignment
Homicide is when somebody has the intentions to murder somebody under the Queen’s peace or when causing gross bodily harm (GBH), which under the Homicide Act 1957 the ruling is that if this happens can go under trial and get sentenced in England and Wales (Crown Prosecution Service 2019). Office for National Statistics (2021) in March 2020 there was found that there were a 7% increase in the amount of Homicide cases in England and Wales which saw in around 700 cases in Homicide. It also said that in a 3-year period there were less homicide cases in the White Ethnicity group then there was in the Black Ethnicity group and that there were more women victims than there were male victim cases which leads to there being more females and black ethnicity groups to be more likely targeted than the others. In this period there was found out there were over 100 homicide cases for people aged 16-24 also that most of the homicide cases involved mostly blunt weapons like knives as the main instrument for most cases.
Sally Challen was an abused wife who got controlled and embarrassed by somebody called Richard who was seeing her for years before the abuse, however she decided in 2010 to kill him after dealing with too much abuse off him and therefore was sentenced to prison for life at the time, she had 2 sons without their parents. In 2015 she was later released as at the time due to there being no coercive control which means when somebody who has been abused it has a side effect on them to use the abuse that they have had onto somebody who has abused them (Justice for women 2021). Law commission (2021) the Commission’s recommendations for law reform have a profound practical effect on the legal rights, duties and liabilities of many people, but only if they are implemented by Parliament. We can make recommendations but only Parliament can change the law. More than 66% of the Commission’s law reform recommendations have been implemented, and a number await the Government’s decision or Parliamentary time. As a result of the Commission’s ongoing work, large areas of the law have been the subject of systematic investigation and improvement.  In 2015 there was a report on the implementations of Law Commission proposals which later showed Consumer Redress for Misleading and Aggressive Practices, Adult Social Care, Intestacy and Family Provision Claims on Death, Cooperative and Community Benefit Societies and Insurance Contract Law (Ministry of Justice).
Smith (2021) says the England and Wales Government is a rickety structure from shaky foundations, many of the rules have not been altered since the Law Commission in 2005 which they are both in desperation for a reform which has been over a 15-year period. Reform vs. Punishment For many years, there have been a huge debate on the ideal of reform versus punishment. Many of these debates consist of the treatment and conditioning of individuals serving time in prison. Prison facilities are designed to be for rehabilitation and conditioning and aim to educate prisoners to integrate back into society.  Punishment is reserved to those who have committed a transgression, a dominant and common response to injustices upon a victim (Okimoto and Weznzel 2008).
Smith et al (2021) says that there is that there are five kinds of defences are examined in criminals, insanity, duress by threats, duress by circumstances, the public and private defence and necessity. Insanity means having a mental illness or also becoming mad, duress by threats means that amounts to the use of coercion, force, false imprisonment, threats, or psychological pressure to get someone to act in a way he does not wish, or which is not in his best interest, duress by circumstances inclines that having the necessary to commit another crime to avoid a further greater crime for example, in 2007 a Dr Sherif Abdel-Fattah was on is way to a woman who had been stabbed and was rushing his way to save this injured woman but was charged by an on duty Police Officer for speeding even though he was trying to save his woman, and the public and private defence means having the necessary to act in self-defence. 
The problem with reforming is that if people who have committed homicide could lead to them reacting against and committing more homicide that brings more problems on the Governments system which can bring negativity to the Government as they have put this trust into the reformed. In contrast, women who were in a violent domestic relationship, and who killed their violent partner, did not always fit the traditional paradigm. Self‐defence is defined in terms of the necessity and reasonableness of the violent response to a threat.  This means that if women have suffered more abuse is more likely to commit homicide or GBH which will more likely mean that they will have more leniency. The reforms in 2005 and 2014 addressed the killings by men of intimate partners by abolishing the provocation defence and, nine years later, the offence of defensive homicide. Only two cases involving male defendants relied directly on the reforms to argue that they killed to defend themselves against the violence of their (female) This was significant (aside from the statistically unusual gender pattern) for the use made of expert evidence on family violence. The provision encouraging expert evidence from a wider range of experts is relatively new, and it is clearly taking time for legal practitioners to make full use of it. 
Between 2004 and 2014 there was a decrease of Homicide cases in England and Wales which brought positivity to the public service, so this meant that there were less cases for Government to deal with. Also, between 2002 and 2021 there has been a 7.8 million decrease in deaths which has brought less and less homicide in the whole of England and Wales (Statista, 2021).  In late January and February 2004 our criminal law team produced a series of draft formulations. The formulae sought to differentiate between the cases in which the culpability of the killer was sufficiently reduced so as not to merit the description of murder and those cases where there was no such reduced culpability. Those formulations were the subject of an intensive round of discussions with a range of academics and members of the judiciary who were most generous with their time and whose views were influential in assisting us to develop and to finalise our recommendations. (Law Com 2021).
Based on this, it means that the Government must make sure if there are more self- defence cases there should be more leniency but if not, they shouldn’t get the option of having reforming. From what reports have suggested there is becoming fewer Homicide cases then there would normally be, for example since the early 2000s there has been less than 10 million deaths.
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