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A response to an article that provides evidence of sound knowledge and understanding of themes related to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector.

This essay is designed to look at and understand the article written by Huw Lewis for the Welsh Government. The article is concentrated on the teaching of the Welsh language in English medium school to give children a better understanding of the Welsh language. The article also aims to continue making the language of Welsh a thriving language in the world and gives children a better job opportunity when they come to the end of their education.

Lewis had done extensive research looking at the work of professionals such as, Professor Graham Donaldson and Professor Sioned Davies. Both professionals have looked at improving the delivery of the Welsh language in the education of 3-16-year olds. "Successful futures makes ten recommendations in relation to Welsh language... These respond directly to the key recommendations made by Professor Davies." (Lewis, 2015). This shows evidence of cross-research, Lewis shows that he is researching other professionals’ opinions. However, Donaldson also shows in his research that he investigated the research done by Davies and incorporated it into his own work in order to strengthen the appearance of Welsh in the education curriculum and the English medium sector. 

Davies made several recommendations within her report; a fair number included the inclusion and continuous teaching of Welsh as a second language. " Welsh Government to revise the Welsh programme of study, over a three to five-year period, and use the National Literacy Framework for Welsh as a basis for a revised curriculum to include:
•	one continuum of learning for Welsh with clear expectations for pupils learning Welsh in English-medium, bilingual and Welsh-medium setting; and
•	guidance, support materials and training." (Davies, 2013). 
This, one of Davies highlights that children learning Welsh within English medium schools need guidance and support, but also the teachers need training in order to effectively teach the language of Welsh to the children, along with training teachers also need an excellent knowledge of the Welsh language. Lewis used Davies recommendation of teaching the Welsh language to further express his opinions on the importance of including Welsh in a child's education.

Furthermore, Lewis also refers to Donaldson's 6 Areas of Learning and Experience and mentions that it is important to have an inclusion of Welsh throughout the teaching of these 6 Areas of Learning and Experience. "There will be a renewed focus on learning Welsh primarily as a means of communication, particularly oral communication and understanding." (Lewis, 2015). This shows how much Lewis and Professionals such as Donaldson want the integration of Welsh into the English medium sector. Also, getting children to communicate through the medium of Welsh can give them the necessary language skills in order to succeed in their future ambitions when looking for employment.

With regards to this, looking in comparison at Donaldson's report 'Successful Futures', Lewis saw that Donaldson is trying to emphasise that the improvement of education will affect children after they leave school. "Emphasise the importance of long-term outcomes for children and young people beyond specified knowledge, skills and understanding that a school is expected to deliver." (Donaldson,2015:21). This highlights that Lewis understood the message that Donaldson was trying to put across that children's education will contribute to their entire lives even after they have finished education and are looking for employment. 

In addition to this Lewis begin to discuss the importance of strengthening the Welsh language in relation to the job market and again refers to Davies' recommendations. "The suggested cognitive benefits of bilingualism and its importance in enabling children and young people to have a good understanding of the cultural life of Wales in the past and present." (Lewis, 2015). This highlights bilingualisms importance in the education and employment sector can open many opportunities for children who have a good understanding and knowledge of the Welsh language. Furthermore, this emphasises the benefits of teaching Welsh and the history of Wales in English medium schools as this teaches them and the cultural benefits of their language and heritage.

Similarly, to this, Davies looks at the challenges of teaching effective Welsh and successfully getting children communicating outside the classroom, through the language of Welsh. "One of the biggest challenges is to promote the use of the Welsh language by children and young people outside the classroom, in social activities and in the community." (Davies, 2013:39). This emphasises that Lewis's research has increased his understanding for the importance of speaking Welsh in all aspects of life. His use of Davies' research highlights how Welsh can benefit children's lives in and out of school.

With regards to all the research Lewis conducted he has established short-term goals that he hopes will be affective in English medium schools. These goals will be in relation to the "Welsh-medium Education Strategy' through the implementation of Successful Futures, or through the New Deal for the Education Workforce and Professor Furlong's review of teacher education." (Lewis, 2015). Here Lewis refers to another professional, Professor Furlong, who has investigated the research of, in order to aid his research in proving that implementing Welsh into English medium schools will benefit the children in many ways. Furlong's research looked at teaching teachers to give them the most effective methods for teaching when they go in to primary schools.

In relation to the last point, Furlong researched into teaching teachers in other to give them the correct skills to teach children. Furlong (2015:8) states that "initial teacher education needs to provide strong, research led courses....and provide leadership in key parts of all programmes; and it needs to ensure that both university and school components are carefully integrated with each other." Furlong's research provides evidence that teachers need to be educated using the most recent research of education by professional. His research also suggests that teachers learn what the children will learn as this will give them an insight into what the children will be learning during lessons.

In conclusion, Lewis used other professionals work (Donaldson, Davies) in order to express the importance of Welsh in education and social situations. Lewis's report includes a strong argument for the continuous teaching of Welsh in the education spectrum, however researching other professionals has shown that the teaching of the current and future teaching is just as important.
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