                                                           CAN FACTORY FARMING BE JUSTIFIED?
Looking at the justification for why factory farming is ok, is quite a challenging task. So many articles on the web are against the process. To find one in favour is very slim because people these days are waking up to the cruelty which is involved and to the problems it has on the environment. Through lots of searching, I finally came over a book called ‘The Ultimate Betrayal: is there happy meat?’ by Hope Bohanec. The chapter on factory farming was extremely useful in answering the question on justifying factory farms. Factory farming is being publicised in a large way, through many organizations like animal rights groups, to show and tell how these poor animals suffer. Due to this, many people are buying free range or organic produce. Although this seems to prevent animal cruelty from factory farming, the fact is that there is still cruelty involved as this book explains.
[bookmark: _Int_FJoL3yDu]Hope points out that even though the label may say free range or cage free, this does not mean that they are coming from happy lives roaming here and there. An example is given that although hens may not be squashed into battery cages, they are still overcrowded in warehouses with no windows and the smell of ammonia is overwhelming. They are still debeaked, handled badly and go to slaughter at a young age. Also, the babies are born in harsh and cruel hatcheries where males are killed in the millions as they are seen as a waste product in the egg industry. (Bohenec, 2013, p.40-42)
[bookmark: _Int_cvUkE3ic]She also explains that even if a label says organic, this does not mean that no cruelty has taken place. Hope says that even though the cow can go out and graze for most of her life, she still suffers from being pregnant continuously through artificial insemination and then she is repeatedly milked due to unnatural high quantities of milk as a result of this. Also, the calf is taken straight away, and unfortunately if it is male, it will be sold at an incredibly early age to be sold for veal. (Bohenec, 2013, p.34-38) In this chapter Bohenec covers all angles of cruelty that the poor animal must suffer for the milk industry. So, when you think organic means no cruelty involved then think again. There is no difference; they are both types of factory farming.
It is remarkably interesting on how Hope shows that a label makes it seem like you are not taking part in animal cruelty such as factory farming, but if you look at it through her eyes it puts a completely different angle on it. Also, you are being charged more money thinking you are doing right for the animals. It is sad that these facts are not as publicly made aware like factory farming is. By looking into the whole picture, this could open the eyes of the buyer and they could make a connection with factory farming and organic or free range.
Even in farms where animals are reared on a very friendly interactive basis, where they are fed well, given names, petted, lovely clean barns, nice comfortable beds there still is a point to consider. In this book Hope really brings it to home. Whilst rearing these animals you are giving them love. The animal then  begins to trust and becomes so loyal that it can be described as love. Unfortunately, though the farmer has only one interest for this poor animal, he knows that he will kill it, that trust is now completely violated by the motions of the farmers real intention. That bond that was so strong from the poor animal who depends solely on her owner is about to change when her life is taken without any consideration of how she feels. Hope calls this the ultimate betrayal. (Bohenec, 2013, p.5)
[bookmark: _Int_2Ghco35v]Another good example that Hope covers in her book is the time she visited a sanctuary called Animal Place. There they saw a beautiful cow by the name of Elsa. Elsa loved a good scratch and gave an approving glance for your kindness to her. The Guide for the sanctuary explains that Elsa lived in the grounds of a school that encouraged hands on learning. She was used to teach dairy production. Elsa resided there for 15 years and received lots of affection from the students. Unfortunately, the school purchased 4 Horses and Elsa was seen as taking too much space and they no longer wanted to feed her. This poor animal who was named by children and had a positive interaction with them was now deemed for slaughter. Even though she gave them so much trust and love that was the thanks she got. Luckily for Elsa the sanctuary was heartbroken over this story and had to take her in. They thought of the kindness she had given to all and realised the betrayal this poor animal was about to endure. Luckily for Elsa she will stay in the sanctuary for the rest of her life she is one of the lucky ones. (Bohenec, 2013, p.19)
Although this is not justifying factory farming it certainly is looking at the way humans use animals for their own benefit. It is so difficult to comprehend how a human can see the kindness of an animal such as Elsa who has gave her full trust and love to her owners. She would have been cared for in an amazing environment favourable to her and to all that had association with her. The love she received and gave must have been amazing to witness. Having had a house cow, myself I can totally agree in how much affection a cow can give. In experiencing the love that cows can give I would even go as far as to say it is no different to the love you have with your cat and dog. It is hard to imagine how a human being could be so emotionless in their actions. 
The reason behind covering such topics in this essay came with consideration of how I would do a presentation. Factory farming is certainly shocking and needs banning all over the world. It is extremely open to the world to see, making it understandable to the public that this process is exceptionally cruel and even if it makes the meat cheaper, they should by now understand this does not warrant the suffering of innocent animals.
[bookmark: _Int_oxayE2k4] I wanted to delve deeper into the hidden sufferings that most meat eaters would not consider despite buying organic or free range. As written above it is important to see the whole picture of how your food gets to your plate and not to look into the field and see the animal and think “oh, they look healthy and are happy grazing, I am so pleased that I buy organic or free range.” But the question arises are you buying cruelty free? Or is the label deceiving?
[bookmark: _Int_u0H0BNGu]Looking for more evidence on how people do not understand the suffering, whether it may be factory farming or organic was again quite difficult until I found an article written by Dr Rebekah Humphreys. The article covers emotion, language and thought through the eyes of Michael Leahy. His idea is that animals do not have a language and lack an awareness of their circumstances. So, he applies that there is no suffering caused in factory farming, or in the slaughterhouse due to the lack of animals having no language. He also states because of having no language they are not aware of their fate, suffering, fear, and distress. Leahy believes that without language there cannot be awareness. He believes that only humans have a language, and they are the only ones that understand and are aware of death. He states that it is not correct to say that animals suffer or can be distressed due to them having no awareness or knowledge. (Humphreys, 2008, p.1-2)
Animals do not have the same language as us but Darwin's theory that animals are able to communicate through their feelings and emotions is much more acceptable than Leahy's. (Darwin, 1872). An animal's facial expression and behaviour can show so much, especially if they are happy, sad, in fear or in any kind of distress.
[bookmark: _Int_rNv90ymD]When explaining and promoting animal cruelty through the media, we could take the approach of showing evidence of the positive sides on how an animals can love and share feelings and show pain through separation as well as physical pain. Cruelty and physical suffering are easy for any eye to see but seeing the pain through separation and the fear they feel on the way to and in the slaughterhouse is done through compassion of the onlooker. There are many pictures on the media that shows the fear in the eye of the animal as they enter their journey to death, in many cases you will even see a tear. In most cases you will hear their language in a form of a scream. Many may have come through nice pastures, but the fact is the ending is still the same. There are many stories about workers in slaughterhouses that have witnessed the cries and the fears these poor animals occur. Witnessing these actions, many workers leave and are distraught for some time.
[bookmark: _Int_n0C2X2cB]This essay focuses mainly on the suffering of the animals. The other way of justifying why factory farming is not a good and healthy way of farming, is looking at the effect it has on the land which then affects the human. In the video called ‘A river of waste: The Hazardous Truth about Factory farming’ in the video it explains about the enormous amounts of waste from the factory animals.
 Before factory farming, the waste would be turned into fertiliser but due to the vast number of animals squashed together in such small areas the waste leaks out into rivers and far beyond and is very toxic. Oklahoma and Southwest Mazuri are one of the worst places to endure this disaster. Billions of chickens are produced there resulting in damage to what once was pristine lakes and streams.
 The amount of pollution in the river can be seen from the quantity of algae floating on the top and many rivers have turned pink. There was once a time when people would love to swim in these rivers and lakes. The locals speak about the toxicity of the water, and the fact that it is not safe, nor is it safe to eat the fish if there are any alive in there. Drew Edmondson who is an attorney general for the state of Oklahoma filed a lawsuit against these large companies which used factory farming, hoping that this would put a stop to the huge problem of pollution. (A river of waste: The Hazardous Truth about Factory farming. Mccorkell, 2009)
[bookmark: _Int_gFJ6nEs2]It is easier to justify why factory farms should be banned, more than why people justify eating animals reared in this process. Thankfully, the media and supporting groups against these terrible farms have made a significant impact on many humans beginning to think about the quality of the meat, but as stated above in Hopes’ argument that there still is work to be done in educating the process of false advertising such as organic and free range. Many people, such as my son, state that they like meat, so therefore they will eat it and do not care about how the animal is housed or treated. As many may think like this, it would be nice to think that also many are thinking about the cruel disturbing ways that animals are kept for the pleasure of the eating of the animal. After watching the Documentary ‘Earthlings’, I have produced the conclusion that if any human investigated the entire process of animals from birth to death through factory farming and still say that they can justify eating meat from factory farms I would be utterly shocked.
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We visited another farm animal sanctuary called Animal Place,
located on a beautiful six-hundred-acre spread in Grass Valley,
California. There we met Elsa, a caramel-colored cow with a
gentle look in her eye. She loves a good scratch on the head
and down her back; she will offer an approving glance back for
your kind touch. Our tour guide, Marji Beach, has been with
Animal Place for over seven years. She explained that Elsa
was from a Waldorf School, an alternative charter-type school
that encourages hands-on learning. She was used to teach
dairy production, with a few other cows, in a small operation
on the school grounds. After Elsa had seen fifteen years of
students’ affection, the school purchased four draft horses and
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