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	 Please provide a 300 word summary of relevant literature (expand boxes as necessary).

The Plowden Report in (1967) suggested the start in the process of involving the parents in working alongside the child. The report proposed an improvement in school may raise the level of parental interest which may then lead to further improvements within the school. This may include meetings with parents and teachers, open days, parent’s evenings and school reports. Following on from this the Education Act of 1980 provided the parents the right to participate in the control of their child’s schooling, through their own elected representatives. This gave parents the power to their own opinion which related to their child. 
There may be problems that arise when trying to promote successful parent-school communication. Parents may have English as an additional language, communication problems, or speech problems which may affect communication between parties. Call (2003) further acknowledges this by stating “It’s what parents do rather than who they are which influences their child’ (p98). 
Bowlbys (1980) attachment theory suggests: 
‘children who are securely attached to their parents are able to explore their world, safe in    the knowledge that their parents are valuable when needed, such as when they are anxious or distressed. This helps children to be free to explore ideas and to think. Insecure children are less autonomous and are more likely to have emotional problems by school age. In addition, these may have negative influences on a child’s academic achievements.’
(Bowlby, 1980, p89)

Vincent (1996) talks about gout categories regarding a parent-school relationship:
· Parents as consumers, making choices about their child’s education.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Parents as participants, seeking an involvement in the decision-making process which affects their child’s education. 
· Parents as supporters of learning.
· Independent parents who have very little to do with the school. 
 
(Vincent, 1996) 
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