Can we attribute the birth of medieval Europe to Charlemagne?     words. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Charlemagne was a good leader who formed many changes and to some was a huge turning point within the middle ages, but to attribute the birth of medieval Europe to him could be considered a bit too much credit. To examine whether Charlemagne created medieval Europe, there are four key points to be looked at in this essay. Firstly, there is the territory he occupied, the reasons why he conquered places, how they were treated and what his purpose to expansion seemed to be. Secondly, the culture he developed and other social changes he brought about and how these formed a social Europe. Thirdly, the religious motives behind the changes he made and invasions of places, both his and the papacy’s, and how they enforced the idea of a united Latin Christian empire.  It cannot be said that Charlemagne’s contributions were not impactful on the society of the time, and he nurtured many ideals of medieval Europe that were in place for the rest of the period. He was part of the Carolingian line, of which is credited for the Carolingian renaissance, which is relevant to Europe’s creation and it continuation, therefore the legacy of his reign is crucial to weighing up his contribution or creation of ‘Europe’ in the middle ages but also where his ideals originated outside the Church’s influence. 

The kingdom Charlemagne inherited upon his succession had already taken the first steps to creating a powerful empire in Europe. In Charlemagne’s time Europe consisted of boundaries and territories that were constantly shifting in an unstable world where land was gained and lost by conquest, marriage, and deaths of rulers. 1 Charles’ predecessors themselves were not kings until his father Pippin was crowned by the pope, dethroning the current dynasty of the Merovingians. 2 The land controlled by them changed over the years, but always contained most of France and at its peak most of Germany and Italy, including many smaller places.3 During his reign, Charlemagne conquered and held down places that had drifted in and out of Frankish control for years and took the empire beyond what it had ever been by acquiring rulership over Lombard, some parts of Germany and Saxony, the latter he converted to Christianity. 4 Whilst he expanded a great deal and in to some very important places, his empire could not be said to be ‘Europe’, although the ideologies created by him spread to other places5, and the actual physicality of the continent is the least important aspect when determining his contribution to medieval Europe. The countries or smaller areas tended to retain their own laws and customs if they converted to Christianity6, which seemed to be his only concern when leaving a conquered place, making sure to leave missionaries behind to ensure the spread and practice of the Christian faith. To some though he did constitute ‘Europe’, in 775 after Charlemagne conquered the Lombards, Cathwulf wrote to him, saying ‘God has raised you to the honour of the kingdom of Europe’s glory’.7 In a world where the countries rulers and even borders could change overnight and were ruled by smaller kings and nobles in sub-kingdoms, the empire Charlemagne was creating must have been hugely important, perhaps to some encompassing most of what they felt was ‘Europe’, thus attributing the creation of it to him, or perhaps it was because he had the backing of the pope, at the time ‘Europe’ was a term to cover most of Christendom although rarely used itself, so as he conquered and converted his way around the continent, he ruled over a portion of the 
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known Latin Christendom, and the rest perhaps did not his need his rulership to be part of Europe. 8 The standards and practices he implemented in his own territories spread to others, unifying them without ruling over them. After years of campaigning, instead of continuous expansion, he focused on developing a system that recirculated wealth, as he wanted a more peaceful empire, but this involved replacing the booty from continuous invasions of other countries. 8 His overall goal seemed to have been conversion,9 as opposed to ruling over vast areas, he planned to split territory between male children upon his death, he did not seem to have been that concerned with being emperor, but more a Christian collective.  If the empire he ruled was not Europe, then territorially he cannot be attributed to the creation of medieval Europe, although he connected the countries in a such a way that the idea of a political ‘Europe’ with shared social constructs. 

As Bartlett said, ‘Europe is an idea as well as a region’ 10 and it is perhaps not necessary to have a physical boundary to attribute to medieval Europe, It could be said that he promoted unity between others through the changes within his own empire and thus creating a social concept of Europe for rulers, the notion that they were a part of something socially and politically bigger, instead of warring against each other, and having limited contact. He created a universal, controlled currency, that allowed equal trade between countries called the denarius. 11 A huge element of his social changes was his patronage and emphasis on writing. This led to more education and a more structured and functional administration team. Latin at the time could be all over the place, with no one style of writing, had a poor learning system and few resources available throughout the kingdom, and this all led to a incohesive order of literature, communication, and administration. The language needed to be improved not just for his own administrative purposes but for the copying and distribution of religious texts and religious education to be more accessible and it was reformed, with a set form and script developed, enabling wider spread reading. There was in his time a huge output of books, from religious texts to literature pieces, with centres dedicated to using this new Latin to create duplicate texts, although books were shared between people too. There were meetings of learned men, discussing mainly Christian theology and classical texts. 12 The focus on written administrative records was not new according to Nelson, rather a resurgence after a decline during the Merovingian dynasty, but regardless there was a huge surge in records created during Charlemagne’s reign. 13 The expansion of his kingdom drew to a halt in 793, 7 years before he was crowned Emperor, and decided it was he needed to organise the current situation he had on his hands rather than add more territory, a wise decision, bringing together the leaders of areas into his domain, visiting him at court and refining the old system of capitularies and written decrees. This ensured his empire was well informed and regularly kept in touch, linking himself to the nobility and local communities.   14  These social developments all contributed to creating a smoother system within Europe, although it is hard to say whether it was an element of its creation or a contribution to its already existing self. 
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When a poet wrote the Karolus magnus et Leo papa declaring Charlemagne the ‘father of Europe’ not long after he had been named Emperor, he had meant all of the Christian people, not confining Europe to physical borders, but to where ever Christianity reached. This is a good representation of Charlemagne’s own ideology, virtually every action he used to further the teachings of Christ or the glorification of the Church. 15  It appears that he was more focused on expanding Latin Christendom as opposed to a nation. His ideals and developments largely focus on his dedication to Christianity, as Einhard described how ‘he cherished with the greatest fervor and devotion the principles of the Christian religion’.16 The increased interest in learning and writing was focussed on understanding Christian writings better and Notker the Stammerer associated learning with the worship of God, which could explain Charlemagne’s reverence of literacy. 17 Whether it is in the invasion of territories, his refined administration, the improved education or the development of society, Charlemagne placed great emphasise throughout his reign on the Christian church. The involvement and motivation of the papacy and Christianity can be seen in virtually all aspects of Charlemagne’s reign and his actions. Even his predecessors had been involved with the papacy, all of them receiving pleas to help them defend themselves against the Lombards, their actions justified and told they were behaving according to Gods plan, despite deposing kings from their thrones. Latin Christendom needed their help, so they were told, and used to moralise their behaviours. This pattern of devotion to Christianity was established by the Carolingians who came before Charlemagne. There is always an ultimate goal of pleasing God in their actions and they laid the tradition of a close relationship with the papacy for Charlemagne to inherit. They only had a royal line at all because the pope anointed and crowned Pepin allowing him to depose the Frankish royal dynasty of Merovingians, claiming they had lost their power to defend France, so they needed to step in and save them. This was a common pattern for them, with Charlemagne’s great grandfather Pippin using the same excuse to justify taking over Austrasia.  18 They had an alliance with the papacy, whether this was a genuine Godly decision or if the papacy wanted to use this to ensure their aide could be forever debated.  The popes wanted protection from the Franks against the Lombards, and the Carolingians were a powerful family even before ruling.  This appeal went as far back as 739 when Pope Gregory II wrote to Charles Martel begging for defence, although Charles Martel was not the friendliest towards the church and it was finally with the crowning of Pepin in 754 that they seem to have finally solidified support from them. 19 In the Annals of Lorsch it is said ‘And after pope Stephen had received a promise from king Pippin that he would defend the Roman church, he anointed the king and his two sons, Karl and Karlmann, with the holy oil. And the pope remained that winter in France.’, clearly it was a relationship of mutual benefits.20 And Charlemagne himself of course was quick to aid, rescuing Leo III after an assassination attempt in the summer of 799, as a reward, the title of Emperor. 21 He was also very generous with sharing the wealth that came from his position with the Church, ‘He cherished the Church of St. Peter the Apostle at Rome above all other holy and sacred places, and heaped its treasury with a vast wealth of gold, silver, and precious stones. He sent great and countless gifts to the popes’.22 Their actions could be genuine piety or payments for the reward of ruling, the Carolingian Kings were very concerned with the souls of their people, and also of the conquered, leaving behind missionaries to convert them, saving them with their religion. They had a strong ideology that it was their duty to protect not just Latin Christendom itself, but the souls of the Christians within it, believing they were answerable to God alone for this. 23 
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The papacy and Christianity’s involvement with Europe’s creation, through the Carolingians whether indirectly or directly was strong, Europe was cultivated and nourished with Christian ideology, extending their control and power through, although always under the illusion of God’s will. The extent of their involvement and the general relationship towards the Church could be a major if not most important condition in the birth of Europe, as there was no action without Christian motive during its development.
The birth of Europe through Charlemagne can also be examined by how the changes and systems during his reign came about other than religious influence, and how they lasted afterwards, measuring how much of the new ‘Europe’ he created. His involvement with the culture and learning of the region set the foundation for the Middle Ages, and he provided the base for medieval European culture from then on. 24 But the source of the base was the left behind Roman traditions, harking back to the old days by reinstating a focus on classics, strengthening the Latin and restoring many aspects of Rome. 25 His previously mentioned administrative system had past origins too, some from ancient Rome. 26 He combined ideas of old with new, creating a new system that was tailored to the time, and once added to his ideology of the Church, provided an interesting society that lasted. The awareness of their Roman past and the preservation of this was seemingly important to the Franks. 27 Nelson questions whether there was a Carolingian renaissance, with is just as debated as the concept of creating Europe. They say that it could be seen as a reformation of the Romans.28 The past influenced Charlemagne’s decisions in creating many aspects of his empire, and likewise so did his decisions influence the future generations, even if was just as something that blended in, his influence on education for example could not be dampened back down, but sometimes things did not quite stick, such as his love of extensive paperwork and records.29 The lasting influence of his reign is present throughout the rest of medieval europe though, although again, is this considered enough to claim creation is difficult to ascertain, he certainly had a lot of influences and inspiration, but it could be said surely everyone does for their actions, nothing is unique, and he pursued them to create what went on to be a solid foundation for society during  the Middle Ages, whether as the concept of medieval Europe or just ideology used by later rulers and countries in their ideal societies too. 
 The attribution to Charlemagne of the creation of medieval Europe, to me, seems a slight too much, he brought about many positive changes and established some solid practices but it does not seem enough to say he was responsible for the birth of Europe. Although that does not mean in any way his rule was not significant in medieval history. He was a perfect example of a pious Latin Christendom ruler, conquering and improving in the name of Christianity, and whilst this common element of religion proved basis for bonding, a political union as one would expect within a continent is not quite present enough to call him ‘the father of Europe’. 
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