Module code SJS15018                                                                  Assessment 1
 Choose a group in society and consider how they have had to engage with the ‘politics of recognition’ in order to seek greater equity in the last 50 years.
This assignment is going to be about social structure, and then define what social capital is. It will take a look at cultural capital and how communities are formed in society. It will also go into a little bit more depth about how Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)  have had to fight to gain equality in society. It will take a look at some laws that have been passed and also whether gays and lesbians are seen as equal in society. There will also be some details on some key events that has taken place in the last 50 years bringing equality for LGBT people. 

A person’s identity is determined by many different pieces of thread woven together. Each piece of thread is represented by a different discourse that is culturally available. Some examples of the different threads are age, class, ethnicity, gender, level of education received and so on. One thread of identity is sexuality. Society sees a nuclear family with a man and woman in a heterosexual relationship as the natural and normal way. While everyone is trying to claim their identity, people who have a discourse to their identity which is marginalised are in danger of becoming identified as a certain type of person (Burr 1995).
Different groups are formed in society and there are different types of communities. The word is mostly thought of as in a small geographical way, to talk of a small area and the people who live in it are a part of it. This does not automatically assume the people in it interact together, but just share an address. Communities can be used to refer to other social issues such as work, religion, economy and culture.  Secondly community can be used to describe social networks who do not necessary live closely but have formed relationships for various reasons such as common interests, same religion or belong to certain groups. Communities can also be built through common cultures. Culture could be described as having the same values and beliefs. Sharing the same language and behaviour patterns can also be a cultural factor (Formby 2017).
Before being able to understand about social capital, it is important to understand the meaning of capital. Capital is most commonly known as assets or finances which can be used to make investments to accumulate more assets. It could also be a way to describe employing people to do work which will make more profit (Arnold and Pearson, 2017).
 Social capital is a word that describes relationship and bonds that people have that are beneficial to them. Often some features of social capital is when there are strong social networks which are held together by having mutual trust. A strong social network consists of people who are working together in the community with shared values and norms (Tamer, Dereli and Sağlam, 2014).
The majority of the time social capital is seen as something positive to have in society. Some could argue that social capital has got some disadvantages. As social capital can encourage people to behave in a certain way, there are times when the type of behaviour encouraged is not necessary good, and can cause people to behave worse in certain networks than how they would if they were not included in certain social networks. Another negative aspect to social capital is that it can cause some division between groups, and make some groups feel excluded. If there are strong connections in the social groups it can cause barriers for outsiders (Jones and Shen, 2014).
Groups and individuals can sometimes be denied social relations and activities that most people are involved in, and engage in British society. This is known as being socially excluded from society (Pantazis, Gordon and Levitas, 2006).
There are groups who are facing a lot of discrimination in their lives. Discrimination is when a group, or individuals who are relatively powerless are treated unfairly and get treated with prejudice attitudes.  (Dalrymple and Burke, 1995).
One group who can be vulnerable to be discriminated against, are those who are in a sexual minority. More people who are in the LGBT community suffer from mental health problems in comparison with straight people. There are some statistics that show a trend that those who are in a sexual minority are at a greater risk of attempted suicide and suicide. Some factors that are considered as a possibility of why more LGBT take they’re own lives is because of the stigma there is towards them and sometimes they feel they have to keep their sexuality a secret. This can put a strain on them and cause great mental distress (Hellman and Drescher, 2004).
Lesbians, gays bi-sexual and transgender are all different to each other, but the thing that they all have in common, is that they are all part of a sexual minority group and are not what is considered the norm in society. There are some social theories that suggest that homophobia is a way for heterosexual people to try and gain some control over homosexuals by using physical and psychological tactics intimidate people from a sexual minority group by trying to demonstrate that being heterosexual was the normal way to be in society. This behaviour can make homophobic people feel superior, by oppressing others from a minority group (Sullivan, 2003).
There is strong evidence to suggest that there has been a significant change in attitudes towards homosexuality. Some believe that this is a result of the media attention that homosexuality has received, and the scientific evidence that has proven that homosexuality is not a choice, but is determined by genes. Homosexuality used to be considered a mental illness. During the 1950’s and 60’s psychiatrists wrote about how homosexuals were degenerates and perverts who could seek help, and given the right treatment could learn how to be heterosexual. It used to be illegal to be gay and people could be denied certain services because of their sexuality. Homosexuals were often arrested and gay clubs and bars were often raided (Newman and Grauerholz, 2002).
Fifty years ago things were very different for homosexuals than what they are today. Gay sex was illegal in every state apart from Illunios. There was not one law in place that protected the rights of lgbt, from being discriminated against by being sacked or denied housing due to their sexuality. There was not any policemen, politicians, doctors or other professionals who were openly gay. There has been a vast improvement in how LGBT have began to gain equality, and most of the big changes can be traced back to the Stonewall riots which started taking place in 1969 (Carter, 2004).
The stonewall riots began as a response to the harassment gay people received from the police. A popular gay bar called the Stonewall inn had been raided often for over a decade, and one night when some members of staff got escorted out by police there was an angry response and riots began. Rubbish bins and bricks were thrown around. Theses riots continued for three days (Meem, Gibson and Alexander, 2009). 
After the Stonewall riots, two students organised a meeting and formed a group called the Gay liberation front (GLF). Nine people attended the first meeting, but after a few months between four and five hundred people attended the meetings weekly. GLF wanted to challenge the oppression homosexuals had to endure, and wanted to organise events such as marches and festivals. In 1972 the first gay pride march took place, and around 1000 people took part. The group encouraged people to be open about their sexuality without feeling shame. However, the group did become divided as lesbians and transgender people felt that male homosexuals did not consider their best interests. Other gay groups began forming around this time and in 1972 the group ‘campaign for homosexual equality’ was formed. This group concentrated on tackling laws that were in place oppressing gays and lesbians (Thame, 2018) .
In 1957 John Wolfenden led a government inquiry which gave the recommendation that sexual relations between gay men in private should be made legal. It took until 1969 for this to make it on to the English and Welsh statue books, but Canada followed, and by 1972 Australia had also started the process to decriminalize homosexual acts (Brady and Seymour).
A very important landmark in gay rights being recognized was the decriminalization of gay sex acts in 1969. This brought a new wave of resistance throughout Britain and this gave lesbians and gay men their own voices to speak for themselves. Even though it was a huge achievement there was still a feeling of inequality as the law stated that both individuals had to be over the age of 21 to be involved in homosexual acts. There would still be campaigns to follow to lower the age on consent to be equal to heterosexuals (Richards, 2013).
In 1994 there was a little bit of progress, as the age of consent for sex between the same sex was lowered from 21 to 18. However, this was still seen to many as an inequality as the age of consent for straight people was 16. There were more campaigns, and in 2000 the age of consent for gay men was finally lowered to 16. (Friedrichs 2018).
A historical moment for the fight towards equality was July 2013 when same sex marriages were finally legalised. This gave same sex couples across England and Wales many rights if they wished to get married. They had the right to marry in either civil or religious ceremonies. Religious settings still had the right to decide whether they wished to conduct same sex weddings. Couples who were already civil partners were now allowed to convert they’re partnership and become a married couple. If the man or the woman decided to change they’re gender when they were married, it was now legal for them to remain married (GOV.UK , 2013)
The children act 1989 based on the values that the best way for children to be raised is in a household with both parents living as a heterosexual couple. In most custody cases it is more common for the mother to win custody of her children over the father, but if the woman is a lesbian she is more likely to lose. The reason for this is because the other parent may be more capable to provide the child with what is considered as normal (Dalrymple and Burke, 1995).
A report was written in 2017 after a study was carried out by ‘Stonewall acceptance without exception’ which is a campaign trying to gain equality for the LGBT community. Researches were carried out and it was found that even though there has been many changes in the law giving LGBT many rights there is a long way to go before they are fully protected against hate crime and discrimination. LGBT people are still not equal in society and receive a lot of discrimination in many different ways. The study also suggests that hate crime has actually increased from 9 to 16 % between 2013 and 2017.  Surveys were carried out and it was discovered that 1 in every 5 LGBT person had been a victim to a hate crime in the last 12 months because of their sexuality. Another discovery was that transgender people were even more likely to suffer from this sort of abuse as the statistics were two in every five. Most of these incidents do not get reported due to the victims belief that no action would be taken. Over a third still feel uncomfortable walking down the street holding their partners hand (Bachmann and Gooch, 2017).

Regardless of the positive changes that has already been looked at The European region of the international lesbian and gay association reported that lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people are still facing a lot of social exclusion and discrimination in many aspects of their life. LGBT people are Violently attacked regularly by homophobic people. Social exclusion can be a result of many reasons, and it could be argued that the social exclusion that LGBT face is different to the exclusion the poor, unemployed or other groups may face. Most exclusion that they face are a result of discrimination which makes it very difficult for them to be active participants in society and have access to equal rights. A lack of recognition as being identified as a a LGBT could be blamed for their exclusion. Many individuals still live an isolated life due to fear of being abused due to their sexuality, and are disowned by family members who can not accept their sexuality (Ilga Europe, 2019).
There are policies in place to protect people from being discriminated because of their sexuality. If someone is being discriminated against there are steps that they can take to take legal action against whoever is discriminating against them. Some discrimination is direct, such as violence or abusing someone because of they’re sexuality. Indirect discrimination is when a rule or policy is put in place and it puts same sex couples at a disadvantage. E.g if special offers or deals are offered to couples who are man and woman, but not to same sex couples. It is also discrimination to treat an employee any different because of their sexuality. LGBT also have right when they want to receive a service from a company or business. Refusal to provide a service because of someone’s sexuality is illegal (citizens advice 2019).
[bookmark: _Hlk26190329]The conclusion of this assignment is that there has been many changes to how life is for LGBT people in Britain in the last fifty years. Sexual acts between people of the same sex had only just become legal and this was the beginning of even more campaigns towards bringing total equality. Social attitudes towards gay people have definitely changed and the majority of people approve of gay relationships. Even after the decriminalisation there was still many areas of gay relationships that could lead to prosecution up until 2000 but many other laws have been changed since then giving the gay community much more rights. More young people are happy to reveal their sexuality now as they feel that they have rights and should be accepted. Having the right to get married has been a huge step in bringing total equality to LGBT people. Unfortunately some of the findings did show that LGBT still do not feel totally equal to their straight peers. Gay people are more likely to report poor wellbeing when taking part in surveys on life satisfaction and feeling s of their lives being worthwhile. Another negative that seemed to be very worrying was the fact that hate crime has risen (Schraer &D’urso, 2017).
However LGBT people living in Britain today do have many more rights and are much more accepted in society (Schraer &D’urso, 2017).
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